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PROFESSOR ANDRZEJ MATCZAK

Prof. Andrzej Matczak is the Head of Geography of Hos- 
pitality Section, which is a part of the Institute of Ur- 
ban Geography and Tourism Studies at the Facul- 
ty of Geographical Sciences, University of Lodz. He was  
born on 19th May 1950 in Uniejów. The University of 
Lodz became a part of his life in 1968, when he started 
geographical studies at the Faculty of Biology and Earth 
Sciences. He wrote his MA thesis, entitled Changes in the  
forms of land use in the rural areas of Lodz urban agglom- 
eration in 1963-1973 (based on census material provided  
by the Central Statistical Office), under the supervision  
of Prof. Tadeusz Olszewski. Initially, he worked at the  
Wojewódzka Pracownia Planów Regionalnych (Voivode- 
ship Regional Planning Studio) in Lodz, but soon (1974) 
moved to the Economic Geography Section of the In-
stitute of Geography at the University of Lodz whose 
head was Prof. Ludwik Straszewicz. In 1982, Andrzej 
Matczak defended his doctoral thesis, The recreational 
function of the Lodz suburban zone, prepared under the su-
pervision of Prof. Stanisław Liszewski. He was granted 

his habilitation degree in 1992 for his work A model for 
tourism research: a methodological study, and the title of 
the full professor in 2002.

In 1995, Andrzej Matczak was appointed Director 
of the Institute of Economic Geography and Spatial 
Organization and, at the same time, Head of the Quan-
titative Methods in Geography Section at the Urban 
Geography and Tourism Studies Department, head- 
ed by Prof. Stanisław Liszewski. In 1996-1999, Prof. 
Matczak was the Vice-Dean of the Faculty of Biology 
and Earth Sciences at the University of Lodz. In 2001, 
the Faculty of Geographical Sciences was opened  
at the University of Lodz. As a result of the reorgani-
zation within the new department, Prof. Andrzej Mat-
czak took up the position of Head of the Geography of 
Hospitality Section, which was initially a part of the 
Department, but in 2007 became a part of the Institute 
of Urban Geography and Tourism Studies. Andrzej 
Matczak worked at the University of Lodz as associate 
professor from 1997 until in 2004 when he was granted 
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the title of full professor. During his working career, he 
cooperated with other universities as well: the Higher 
School of Tourism and Recreation in Warsaw (1998-
2000), the Institute of Geography at Kazimierz Wielki 
University in Bydgoszcz (2001-2008), the Higher School 
of Humanities and Economics in Lodz (2003-2005) and 
the Faculty of Tourism and Geography at the Higher 
School of Economics in Bydgoszcz (2008-2012).

Prof. Andrzej Matczak has cooperated with various 
academic institutions in Lodz and in Poland. In 1995, 
he joined ‘Lodz Society of Sciences and Arts’ (Łódzkie 
Towarzystwo Naukowe). He is also an active member 
of the Polish Geographical Society, Lodz branch. In 
1999-2003, he was the Secretary of the Geographical 
Sciences Committee at the Polish Academy of Sciences, 
and in 2016-2020, he was its active member. 

Since 1992, Prof. Andrzej Matczak has been a member 
of the editorial team at the University of Lodz Publish- 
ing House, “Acta Universitatis Lodziensis. Folia Geo- 
graphica Socio-Oeconomica”, holding the position of 
Secretary in 1993-1994. Since 2000, he has been a mem-
ber of the “Turyzm/Tourism” Editorial Council. He 
has taken part in numerous study visits and academic 
internships, both in Poland and abroad, e.g. in Leipzig 
(1975), Warsaw (1979-1980), Giessen (1983), Berlin (1985), 
Prague (1989, 1997), Sofia (1990), Tbilisi (1990), Aix-en-
Provence (1991), Prešov (1994), Bratislava (1999). In 1994, 
he received the Gold Badge of the University of Lodz 
and in 2001, he was presented with the “University of 
Lodz Service to Society and Science” medal, in 2002 
with the Silver Cross of Merit. In 2019, the Faculty of 
Geography and Regional Studies at the University  
of Warsaw presented Prof. Andrzej Matczak with the 
Jerzy Kondracki Award. On 7th January 2008, during  
a special session of the town council, the decision was 
made to give Prof. Matczak the title of Honorary Citizen 
of the municipality of Uniejów. 

The academic and research activity of Prof. Matczak 
is focused around two geographical sub-disciplines: 
tourism geography and settlement geography. Here 
are the most important research issues in the field  
of tourism geography which he has been involved 
with: methodology of research on tourism flows, trans-
formations of the recreational and tourist functions 
in suburbs, the location and functioning of tourism 
enterprises, particularly hotels. Supplementary re-
search has concerned the tourism function of cities 
and the geographical analysis of the tourism market. 
The research conducted by the Professor in the field 
of settlement geography covers the methodology of 
research concerning the spatial impact of cities by 
means of analysing the relationships between them 
and their surroundings, the functional and functional- 
spatial structure of cities, and the functional-spatial 
transformations of the suburban zone.

As his major achievement, Professor Andrzej 
Matczak evolved tourism research methodology. He 
described it in detail in his postdoctoral dissertation, 
which appeared in print. This work was an attempt 
to evaluate the earlier and to indicate the future di-
rections in tourism research. What is more, Professor 
Andrzej Matczak made an attempt to adjust tourism 
research methodology to specific empirical conditions 
of protected (Matczak, 2002c), coastal (Matczak, 2005a, 
2005c, 2009a) and urbanized areas (Matczak, 2012). He 
pointed to the relationship between tourism develop-
ment and the perception of tourism space (Matczak, 
1993a, 1994a, 1996a). 

The discussion started by Prof. Andrzej Matczak 
regarding the recreational and tourist functions of  
suburban areas was a result of many years of empirical 
studies, mainly embracing the functional area of Lodz. 
First, he attempted to describe the tourist function in 
suburban zone (Matczak, 1984b, 1986a, 1986b, 1986c, 
1986d, 1987a, 1987b, 1991a, 1991b, 1991c, 1994b, 1996b). 
Next, he concentrated on the analysis of tourism coloni-
zation processes in this zone (Matczak, 1995a, 1995b). He 
devoted his latest works on these issues to the pressure 
of the residential function in summer recreation areas 
in this zone (Matczak, 2005b, 2009b, 2016a). A summary 
of Prof. Andrzej Matczak’s work on the tourism func-
tion is his review article entitled Research on the tourism 
function conducted at the tourism geography centre in Lodz 
(Matczak, 2015).

Prof. Andrzej Matczak initiated a discussion regard- 
ing the location of hotels, as well as the relevant re-
search methodology (Matczak, 2004b; Matczak, Szkup,  
2020). The most important works were the result of 
many years of studying the locations of facilities which 
provide hotel services in three urban centres: Lodz 
(Matczak, 1993b, 1998d, 2002b, 2004a, 2011c, 2016b, 2018, 
2020); Bydgoszcz (Matczak, Grabiszewski, 2010); and 
Budapest (Matczak, Napierała, 2004, 2014); as well as 
on a national scale (Matczak, 2017). The works men-
tioned above concerned, above all, the development of 
hotel enterprises and their location policy during the 
socio-economic transformation in Central and East Eu-
ropean countries. The results confirmed that the growth 
of the hotel industry sector depends on general econom- 
ic development during the transformation. 

The research conducted by Prof. Andrzej Matczak 
in the field of settlement geography was, above all, on 
the delimitation of urban region, based on an analysis 
of migration as well as the functional-spatial transfor-
mations of the urban regions under study. They were 
mostly case studies of small and medium-sized towns 
in Poland: Brodnica (Matczak, Szymańska, 1998; Szy-
mańska, Matczak, 1996, 1998), Łask (Matczak, 2000b; 
Matczak, Michalski, 1999), Łęczyca (Matczak, 2002a), 
Prudnik (Matczak, 1984a), Sępólno Krajeńskie (Matczak, 
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2011b), Sieradz (Matczak, 1998c; Matczak, Michalski, 
1981) and Zduńska Wola (Matczak, 1998a, 1998b). Prof. 
Andrzej Matczak also published numerous compar- 
ative studies regarding these issues (Matczak, 1992, 
2000a, 2011a; Matczak, Szymańska, 2000a, 2000b). The 
results of his research confirmed the particular charac-
ter of the urbanization process in the functional regions 
of small and medium-sized towns, where departure 
from specialization towards the dominance of standard 
services was of key significance. The urbanization pro-
cesses in the countries which went through systemic 
transformation were very different from the urbaniza-
tion observed in West European countries (Szymańska, 
Matczak, 2002).

Prof. Andrzej Matczak has published 158 academic 
works, most of which are his own or co-authored arti-
cles or chapters in monographs presenting the results 
of empirical studies. He has been repeatedly asked to 
act as a reviewer in doctoral (17), postdoctoral (6) and 
professorial (4) procedures. He has successfully pro-
moted eight doctoral candidates: Roman Szkup, Ewa 
Szafrańska, Krzysztof Parzych, Rafał Gotowski, Alicja 
Gonia, Tomasz Napierała, Andrzej Płoński and Moni-
ka Kozłowska-Adamczak. He has supervised 297 MA 
theses defended at the University of Lodz, 30 – at the 
Kazimierz Wielki University in Bydgoszcz and 17 – at 
the Higher School of Economics in Bydgoszcz. He has 
also supervised 50 BA diplomas at the Higher School 
of Tourism and Recreation in Warsaw and 51 at the 
Higher School of Humanities and Economics in Lodz. 

Tomasz Napierała

The editors of „Turyzm/Tourism”, the employees of 
the Institute of Urban Geography and Tourism Studies, 
as well as the whole community of the Faculty of Geo-
graphical Sciences at the University of Lodz want to con-
gratulate Professor Andrzej Matczak on his 70th Birth- 
day Anniversary, wishing him health, a lot of joy and 
prosperity, as well as further successes in his scientific 
career. Dear Professor, ad multos annos!
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