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BOOK REVIEWS

SzyMON OLSZANIEC, Prosopographical Studies on the Court Elite in the Ro-
man Empire (4" century AD), trans. J. WEENIAK, M. STACHOWSKA-WELNIAK,
Wydawnictwo Naukowe Uniwersytetu Mikolaja Kopernika, Torun 2013, pp. 509.

The presented book was written by Szymon Ol-
szaniec!, a renowned researcher of the late Ro-
man and early Byzantine Empire from Torun. It
roughly follows some parts of the author’s ha-
bilitational dissertation - Comites consistoriani
w wieku IV.... - a thorough study dedicated to
a group of high-ranking imperial officials, such
as: quaestor sacrii palatii, magister officiorum,
comes sacrarum largitionum oraz comes rerum
privatarum. The discussed work is composed
of two major parts. The first comprises a multi-
dimensional analysis of the individuals - mem-
bers of comites consistoriani (from their origin,
up to their lives after their offices terminated);
the second part contains their biographies. This

!'Szymon Olszaniec is the author of the following
books: Julian Apostata jako reformator religijny,
Krakow 1999; Comites conmsistoriani w wieku
IV. Studium prozopograficzne elity dworskiej
cesarstwa rzymskiego 320-395 n.e., Torun
2007; and articles: Walentynian i senatorowie
- procesy w Rzymie w latach 368-374, [in:]
Crimina et mores. Prawo karne i obyczaje
w starozytnym Rzymie, ed. M. Kuryrowicz,
Lublin 2001, p. 129-142; Sopatros von Apamea
- ein neuplatonischer Philosoph am Hofe von
Konstantin, [in:] Society and Religious Studies in
Greek and Roman History, vol. I, ed. D. MuUsIA¢,
Torun 2005, p. 108-122; Comes Orientis -
Zivil -oder Militarbeamter, [in:] Society and
Religious Studies in Greek and Roman History,
vol. II, ed. D. Musiat, Torun 2005, p. 108-
122; Eine Art Talleyrand - Gajusz Cejoniusz
RufiuszWoluzjan i meandry polityki personalnej
rzymskich imperatorow przetomu III/IV w.,
[in:] Byzantina Europea. Ksigga jubileuszowa
ofiarowana Profesorowi Waldemarowi Ceranowi,
ed. M. Kokoszko, M.J. Leszka, L6dz 2007, p.
457-468; coeditor: Spoleczeristwo i religia w
Swiecie antycznym. Materialy z ogélnopolskiej
konferencji naukowej (Torun, 20-22 wrzesnia
2007), ed. S. OLSZANIEC, P. WOJCIECHOWSKI,
Torun 2010.

second part has been translated into English. It
was supplemented by a new bibliography. Also
the sequence of biographies has changed - now
it is in the alphabetical order rather than the
post and time they served. The researcher has
prepared 95 biographies of comites consistoriani
(p. 37-439) from the 4™ century, according to
the following scheme: identification and names,
social and regional background, the career be-
fore obtaining the office, post in the consistory,
further career, religion, family and connections,
other information, literature. This scheme allows
a thorough presentation of particular dignitar-
ies and gives a good background to draw more
general conclusions. The biographies have been
developed on the basis of a profound analysis of
the available sources and great knowledge of the
multi-language literature, which has helped the
author verify and enrich our knowledge about
the particular comites consistoriani.

The main part of the book has been com-
plemented by a Preface (p. 7-8), Introduction
(p. 9-34), characterizing the dignitaries who be-
longed to that category; Summary (p. 441-442),
Fasti of Comites Consistoriani divided according
to Particular Courts (p. 443-447), List of Abbre-
viations (p. 449-455), Bibliography (p. 457-586),
Index of Historical Names (p. 487-509).

The book is a trademark of both the au-
thor himself and the circle of Polish scholars re-
searching the history of late Roman Empire. It
will certainly enter the international scientific
circulation, making the basis of contemporary
knowledge about comites consistoriani. 1 truly
encourage the author to prepare also an English
version of the analytic part of Comites consisto-
riani w wieku IV... as well, whereas the informa-
tion of making a series of articles reflecting the
conclusion of the book seems to be a step in the
right direction, although much insufficient.

Mirostaw J. Leszka (E6d%)
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