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Sredniowieczne herezje dualistyczne na Batkanach. Zrédla stowiariskie [Me-
dieval Dualist Heresies in the Balkans. Slavic Sources] opracowanie, przekltad
i komentarz GEORGI MINCZEW, MALGORZATA SKOWRONEK, JAN MIKOLA]J
Wouiski1, Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu L.odzkiego, £.0dz 2015 [= Series Cera-

nea, 1], pp. 240.

he book under review is a collection of me-

dieval texts edited, translated, and supple-
mented with a commentary by a team compris-
ing three scholars: Georgi Minczew’, head of the
Department of Slavic Philology of the Univer-
sity of L6dz and a renowned Polish-Bulgarian
scholar specializing in medieval Bulgarian
literature, Orthodox liturgy, Slavic, and apoc-
ryphal texts; Malgorzata Skowronek? from the
same department, whose field of expertise is the
history of medieval Slavic literature and trans-
lation from Old Church Slavonic to Polish; and
Jan M. Wolski®, a young researcher specializing

! Georgi MINCzEw is the author of the following
books: Swigta ksigga — ikona — obrzed. Teksty kano-
niczne i pseudokanoniczne a ich funkcjonowanie
w sztuce sakralnej i folklorze prawostawnych Stowian
na Batkanach [Holy Book — Icon — Ritual. Canonical
Texts Pseudo-Canonical and Their Functioning in the
Religious Art and Folklore of the Slavs in the Balkans],
16dz 2003 [= RHUL]; Croso u 06ped. Tonkysanuama
HA TUMYpeUsMa 8 KOHMeKcma Ha Opyzu KyamypHo
6nusku mexcmose Ha cnassHckomo CpedHosexosue
[Word and Ritual. Interpretations of Liturgy in the
Context of Other Culturally Close Texts of the Slavic
Middle Ages], Codus 2011 [= ITVK]; he has also writ-
ten over 80 articles covering similar topics.

? Malgorzata SKOWRONEK is the author of the follow-
ing books: Palaea Historica. The Second Slavic Trans-
lation: Commentary and Text, trans. Y. LOSKE, Lodz
2016 [= SeCer, 3]; “Swiat caly ma Cig za obroticg”
Michat Archaniot w kulturze Stowian prawostawnych
na Balkanach [“The Whole World has a Guardian
in You”. Archangel Michael in the Culture of Orthodox
Slavs in the Balkans], £.6dz 2008. Besides, her output
includes several editions and translations of works
of foreign scholarship, as well as over 30 authored and
co-authored articles in renowned scholarly journals.
3Jan M. WoLskl is the author of the book Kultura
monastyczna w poZnosredniowiecznej Bulgarii [Mo-
nastic Culture in Late Medieval Bulgaria], £L6dz 2018
[= BL, 30], as well as several articles, the most impor-

in Bulgarian monastic culture and affiliated
with the Waldemar Ceran Research Centre for
the History and Culture of the Mediterranean
Area and South-East Europe, Ceraneum.

The book is the initial volume of the “Series
Ceranea’, a publishing venture of Ceraneum. It
contains a bilingual (Polish and English) fore-
word explaining the idea behind the project and
its mission, written by the editors of the series
— Mirostaw J. Leszka and Kirit Marinow. The first,
introductory chapter of the book, entitled Slavic
Anti-Heretical Texts as a Source of Information on
Dualist Heresies in the Balkans (Stowiariskie tek-
sty antyheretyckie jako Zrédto do poznania herezji
dualistycznych na Batkanach, p. 13-58) and au-
thored by Georgi Minczew, describes the current
state of research and subsequently presents the
various heresies that existed within the Byzan-
tine-Slavic cultural sphere. Next, the author anal-
yses the Slavic anti-heretical literature focusing
on its content and originality, as well as surveying
the issue of anti-heretical literature as a whole.
The final part is dedicated to the doctrine of the
most important medieval Slavic heresy - Bo-
gomilism. The author reconstructs various as-
pects of Bogomil views: cosmology, cosmogony,
notions of Jesus Christ and Mary, soteriology,
attitude towards Scripture, the Church Fathers,
rituals, sacraments, images, and morality.

The remaining part of the book consists
of an edition of fifteen original source texts or
their fragments, relevant for the topic; they have
been edited and translated into Polish by either
Wolski or Skowronek. The corpus includes the

tant of which are: (Pseudo-)Basilian Rules for Monks in
Late Medieval Bulgaria. A Few Remarks on a Bulgar-
ian Nomocanon from the End of the 14" Century, Pbg
36.2, 2012, p. 39-44; Autoproscoptae, Bogomils and
Messalians in the 14" Century Bulgaria, SCer 4, 2014,
p. 233-241.
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following texts: excerpts from John the Exarch’s
Hexameron (p. 59-65); excerpts from the Ser-
mon Against the Heretics by Cosmas the Priest
(p. 67-125); anathemas from the Palea His-
torica (p. 127-131); anathemas from the Bul-
garian Synodicon for the Sunday of Orthodoxy,
alternatively known as Tsar Boril's Synodicon
(p. 133-145); anathemas from the Serbian Syn-
odica for the Sunday of Orthodoxy (p. 147-153);
a short text known as On Messalians or Bogomils
by Demetrius of Cyzicus (p. 155-157); a compi-
lation of excerpts called On Priest Bogomil from
the Slavic Kormchaia (p. 159-161); excerpts
from Pseudo-John Chrysostom’s On Ecclesiasti-
cal Law (p. 163-167); an anti-heretical text from
the Eremitic Rule (p. 169-171); excerpts from
The Life of Theodosius of Tarnovo by patriarch
Callistus I (p. 173-191); excerpts from The Life
of Hilarion of Moglena by patriarch Euthymius
of Tarnovo (p. 193-214); excerpts from Pseudo-
Zonarass Nomocanon (p. 215-219); excerpts
from The Life of the Holy Patriarch Ephrem
(p. 221-223); Sermon (‘Slovo’) on the Origin
of the Paulicians (p. 225-231); On the Messalian
Heresy, Called Eutychian (p. 233-235). It is im-
portant to note that every text is preceded by an
introduction presenting its origins, history, edi-
tions, and the pertinent bibliography. The texts
collected here are provided both in their origi-
nal form and in Polish translation, page by page,
for more convenient use.

The appended heresiological glossary (p. 237-
243), containing a comprehensive list of terms
and names with brief explanations and bibliog-
raphy, is especially welcome for those readers
who do not specialize in the field. Furthermore,
the book is supplemented by an index of bibli-
cal quotations (p. 245-249), listing all referenc-
es to the Bible found in the edited texts, as well
as an index of persons and terms (p. 251-260)
facilitating the navigation across the various
sources. The book is closed by an English Re-
sume (p. 261-267), which includes short sum-
maries of all of the edited source texts.

The book is certainly a meaningful contri-
bution to the research on Orthodoxy as well as
on medieval South Slavic culture and literature.
As stated by the authors themselves, there are
numerous dogmas in academia regarding the
topic of medieval dualist heresies in the Balkans
and they can only be successfully challenged by

means of a ‘return to the sources. The authors’
work undeniably proves that they have stayed
true to their mission, as the book is an exem-
plary critical edition of medieval sources (even
if — by virtue of the specific selection and com-
mentary — it concentrates on a particular prob-
lem instead of providing raw source material).

In conclusion, the work under review is
doubtless an important addition to the scholar-
ship on the topic and a commendable achieve-
ment both for the research team and for the “Se-
ries Ceranea’, which it opens. In view of the way
itis structured, the book can be of great use both
to specialists in the field and to those looking
for an introduction to the problem of medieval
dualist heresies in the Balkans.
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