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Gnesioi filoi: George Syncellus and Theophanes 
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Abstract. The paper provides the addenda to A. Kompa, Gnesioi filoi: the search for George Syncel-
lus’ and Theophanes the Confessor’s own words, and the authorship of their oeuvre, Studia Cera- 
nea 5, 2015, p. 155–230. All the expressions crucial to the stylistic and stylometric argument on 
the authorship of the Chronography of Theophanes have been updated after 7 years and verified 
in the expanded TLG database. The updated results are presented below. The conclusions confirm 
the previous opinions on the individual, singular authorship of the chronicle of Theophanes with 
differences in style from the first part of the universal history, written by George Syncellus. At the 
same time, both works should be treated as a single project, and the prooimion to Theophanes’ part 
as a sound base for the reconstruction of the writing process. The clauses ὡς προέφην, καθὼς καὶ 
προέφην, ὡς προέφημεν, and καθὼς προέφημεν are specific to the Chronography of Theophanes 
in their frequency and diversity, but they seem to be known and used by the circles from which 
Theophanes acquired his literary skills.

Keywords: Theophanes the Confessor, George Syncellus, Georgios Synkellos, Byzantine chrono- 
graphy, Byzantine historiography, Chronographia, Ekloge chronographias, gnesios philos, TLG, world 
chronicles, hos proephen, kathos kai proephen, hos proephemen, hos ephen, hos ephemen, ὡς προέ-
φην, καθὼς καὶ προέφην, ὡς προέφημεν, καθὼς προέφημεν, ὡς ἔφην, ὡς ἔφημεν, stylometry

In 2015 I published a paper in the 5th volume of “Studia Ceranea”, devoted to 
the much disputed authorship of the Chronography or Chronicle of Theo-

phanes the Confessor1. My intention was to stress the unique bond that links that 

1 A. Kompa, Gnesioi filoi: the search for George Syncellus’ and Theophanes the Confessor’s own words, 
and the authorship of their oeuvre, SCer 5, 2015, p. 155–230. A much shorter version of that paper was 
published a few months earlier: A. Kompa, In search of Syncellus’ and Theophanes’ own words, and the 
authorship of the Chronographia revisited, TM 19, 2015 (= Studies in Theophanes, ed. M. Jankowiak, 
F. Montinaro, Paris 2015), p. 73–92.
The bibliography pertaining to the matter of the chronicle and its authorship is to be found in the 
SCer paper, p.  155–156, n.  1 &  2. Below is the updated list, covering the studies published in 
the recent years: S. Albrecht, Theophanes Confessor, [in:] Encyclopedia of medieval chronicle, ed. 
G. Dunphry, vol. 2, J–Z, Leiden–Boston 2010, p. 1421–1422; W. Treadgold, The middle Byzantine 
historians, New York 2013, p. 38–77; P. Varona, Three clergymen against Nikephoros I: remarks on 
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work with the Ekloge chronographias by George Syncellus and to highlight the dif-
ferences in language and style of the two parts at the same time. While preparing 
the Polish version of that text for the forthcoming book, I repeated the stylometric 
analysis in its entirety after 7 years, taking advantage of the largely expanded The-
saurus Linguae Graecae (TLG). The results confirmed and strengthened my argu-
ment. To avoid inconsistencies between the English and the Polish version, I pres-
ent the updated material below. The tables were used to reveal the phrases based 
on forms of the verb πρόφημι as the most significant indicator of the authorship 
of the Chronography in Theophanes’ part.

It should be stressed that the 22 updates of the TLG between September 2015 
and September 2022 have supplemented the database with plethora of important 
sources of various genres, covering much of that part of the Byzantine literary heri-
tage which was missing before. Ca. 1700 works by nearly 450 authors, both known 
by name and anonymous, have been digitalised altogether within last seven years2. 
Many vitae and works by the ecclesiastical writers that I had to survey indepen-
dently before 2015 have now been included3. As for significant Byzantine exam-
ples, one may mention e.g.: Justin the Martyr (2 works added to the base), John 
Chrysostom (8 works), Synesius of Cyrene (9), Hesychius of Jerusalem (11), Leon-
tius of Byzantium (10), Maximus the Confessor (18), George Pisides (7), Andrew 
of Crete (5), the patriarch German I (5), Theodore the Studite (13), the patriarch 

Theophanes’ Chronicle (AM 6295–6303), B 84, 2014, p. 485–509; F. Montinaro, Histories of Byz-
antium: some remarks on the early manuscripts of Theophanes’ Chronicle, SCla 8, 2015, p. 171–176; 
R.M. Parrinello, Teofane il Confessore, ovvero la storia letta da un punto di vista cristiano, RSCr 
12, 2015, p. 83–95; K. Marinow, Pan Kubrat i jego pięciu synów. Teofanesa wizja przybycia Bułga-
rów na Półwysep Bałkański, BP 23, 2016, 15–34; L. Neville, Guide to Byzantine historical writing, 
Cambridge 2018, p. 61–71; A. Sirotenko, Constructing memory: the Chronicle of Theophanes on the 
reign of Heraclius, [in:] Storytelling in Byzantium: narratological approaches to Byzantine texts and 
images, ed. C. Messes, M. Mullett, I. Nilsson, Uppsala 2018, p. 223–242; P.A. Yannopoulos, Un 
fantôme historique: l’autre Theophane, BZ 113, 2020, p. 189–217; O. Prieto Domínguez, Literary 
circles in Byzantine iconoclasm: Patron, politics and saints, Cambridge 2021, p.  53–59; D.  Brod- 
ka, Rebellen und Usurpatoren – zur Benutzung der  Theodor-Lector-Epitome durch Theophanes, 
[in:]  Studies in Theodore Anagnostes, ed.  R.  Kosiński, A.  Szopa, Turnhout 2021, p.  183–203; 
J.W. Torgerson, M. Humphreys, Chronicles, histories and letters, [in:] A companion to Byzantine 
iconoclasm, ed. M. Humphreys, Leiden–Boston 2021, p. 195–199, 203–208; J.W. Torgerson, The 
Chronographia of George the Syncellus and Theophanes: the ends of time in ninth-century Constanti-
nople, Leiden–Boston 2022.
2 The list of updates is to be found at http://stephanus.tlg.uci.edu/news.php as well as at http://
stephanus.tlg.uci.edu/tlgauthors/post_tlg_e.php. The simple addition of the numbers specified in 
the ‘News’ reveals 1002 authors (yet partially the same in the subsequent supplements) as well as 
1755 works, but a thorough counting of the lists yields 400–600 writers and 1703 texts. Neverthe-
less, it should be borne in mind that anonymous works, especially hagiographic, could in some 
cases be penned by the same authors.
3 Cf. A. Kompa, Gnesioi filoi, p. 167–168, n. 15.
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Nicephorus I (6), Michael Psellus (i.a. the epistulae), Nicetas David Paphlagon (9), 
Symeon Metaphrastes (as many as 109 added lives, passions and martyria), John 
Zonaras (6), John Tzetzes (10), Neophytus the Recluse (7), Constantine Manass-
es (10), Eustathius of Thessalonica (5), Theodore Prodromus (7), Manuel Gaba-
las (6 new to the previous 2), Maximus Planudes (6), Theodore Metochites (7), 
Nicholas Cabasilas (15), Nicephorus Callistes Xanthopulus (7), Thomas Magister 
(13), Demetrius Cydones (9), Manuel Chrysoloras (5), Manuel Calecas (5), Ma- 
nuel II (4), Bessarion (4) and many other. Several authors, previously unavailable 
in TLG, have been at least partially added, i.a. Isaac of Nineveh, Severianus of 
Gabala (mostly the spuria), Joseph the Melodist, Alexius Aristhenus, Euthymius 
Zigabenus, Matthew Cantacuzenus, Cyrillus Lucares, Christopher Zonaras, Mat-
thew Blastares, Anthony Eparchus, Mercurius the Grammarian, Meletius Pigas 
or Theodore Kolokotronis. Besides hagiography, the acts of the councils and syn-
ods, as well as many menologia, canonaria, apocrypha and encomia have been 
added to the base.

The methods of collecting the data and all necessary caveats are the same as in 
the original paper, and thus I refrain from repeating them here. As for the updated 
tables, Table II presents all the instances of ὡς προέφην / καθὼς καὶ προέφην / ὡς 
προέφημεν (-αμεν) / καθὼς προέφημεν (-αμεν) and similar phrases since their 
first apparition in Greek in the 1st c. BC to the late 16th c. AD. Table III summarizes 
the usage of the much more common phrases ὡς (καθὼς) ἔφην, ὡς (καθὼς) ἔφη(α)
μεν including ὥσπερ ἔφην / ἔφη(α)μεν. Table IV juxtaposes the most significant 
cases of those displayed in the two former ones. To make the diversity of usage 
more noticeable, some of the authors who used the shorter forms but never 
applied the phrases with πρόφημι, have also been included. The results have been 
carefully recounted and some minor errors eliminated. The chronological order 
has been maintained and the most significant cases bolded or underlined.
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Table III. [SCer 5, 2015, p. 180–183]

(a / b)  (ὡς ἔφην & καθὼς ἔφην / ὡς ἔφη(α)μεν & καθὼς ἔφη(α)μεν)

(a+b / c+d) (ὡς ἔφην & καθὼς ἔφην + ὥσπερ ἔφην / ὡς ἔφη(α)μεν & καθὼς ἔφη(α)μεν  
  + ὥσπερ ἔφη(α)μεν)

~ 5th–1st BC

Empedocles of Acragas (1 / 0), Antiphron (0 / 1), Hippocrates + corpus (3 / 0), Plato (0 / 8), Aris-
totle + corpus (1 / 5+3), Diocles (4 / 0), Asclepiades (1 / 1), Heraclides Ponticus (1 / 0), Theophras-
tus (2 / 1), Euclid (0 / 2), Philochorus of Athens (0 / 1), Erasistratus (1 / 0), Archimedes (0 / 1), 
Chrysippus (8 / 0), Aristophanes of Byzantium (0 / 0+1), Attalus of Rhodes (1 / 0), Hipparchus 
of Nicaea (1 / 1), Agatharchides of Cnidus (0 / 1), Artemidorus (1 / 0), Posidonius of Apamea 
(2+1 / 0+2), Peri homoion kai diaphoron lexeon (1 / 0), Philodemus of Gadara (3 / 1), Nicholas 
of Damascus (1 / 0), Diodorus Siculus (0 / 0+1), Dionysius of Halicarnassus (2+45 / 2), Strabo 
(8+1 / 3+3), Anubion (0+1 / 0)

total: (42+48 / 28+10) | 90 s / 38 pl

~ 1st–3rd AD

Philo of Alexandria (44+4 / 0), Heraclitus the Allegorist (0+2 / 0), Demetrius the Rhetor (1 / 0), 
Rufus of Ephesus (0 / 2), Aelius Theon (0 / 2), Nicomachus of Gerasa (1 / 1), Cornutus (1 / 0), Vita 
Adam et Evae (1 / 0), Soranus (2 / 0), Flavius Joseph (13+2 / 7), Theon of Smyrna (0 / 3), Plutarch 
of Chaeronea (5+3 / 0), Gaius Suetonius (0 / 1), Dio Chrysostom (8 / 0), Aspasius (1 / 4+2), Aelius 
Aristides (8+12 / 0), Archigenes (0 / 1), Justin the Martyr (2 / 1), Ps.-Justin (2+1 / 0), Phlegon 
of Tralles (0 / 0+1), Rufus of Perinthus (0 / 0+1), Claudius Ptolemy (3 / 60), Albinus of Smyrna 
(0 / 1), Antigonus of Nicaea (1 / 0), Athenagoras of Athens (1 / 0), Epistula ad Diognetum (1 / 0), 
Epistulae Themistoclis (0+2 / 0), Hierocles (2 / 0), Achilles Tatius (5 / 0), Oenomaus (1 / 0), Papias 
(1 / 0), Apollonius Dyscolus (3 / 36), Phalaridis epistulae (1 / 0), Theophilus of Antioch (0 / 4), 
Timaeus the Sophist (0 / 1), Lucian (12+6 / 0), Irenaeus of Lyons (0 / 1), Galen (ok. 370+10 / 15), 
Ps.-Galen (7+2 / 3), Aelius Herodianus (0+1 / 3), Marcus Aurelius (1 / 0), Hermogenes of Tarsus 
(9+4 / 6), Clement of Alexandria (1+1 / 3), Ps.-Longinus (9 / 0), Athenaeus (4 / 0), Cassius Dio 
(4 / 2), Origen (2 / 2), Alexander of Aphrodisias (12 / 23), Sextus Empiricus (14 / 1), Philostratus 
(7 / 0), Heliodorus (1 / 0), Gaius the Roman (1 / 0), Porphyrius of Tyre (2 / 9+1), Gregory the 
Wonderworker (2 / 0), Clementina (25 / 2), Corpus Hermeticum (3 / 0), Aristides Quintilianus 
(7 / 0), Martyrium Carpi, Papyli et Agathonicae (1 / 0), Hippolytus of Rome (12 / 0), Herodianus 
(2 / 0), Eutecnius (0+1 / 1), Dionysius Cassius Longinus (1 / 0), Diophantus (0 / 1), Plotinus (0 / 1), 
Methodius of Olympus (16 / 0), Cassius the Iatrosophist (0 / 10)

total: (633+51 / 207+5) | 684 s / 212 pl

4th–6th AD

Ulpian of Antioch (2 / 0), Menander the Rhetor (1+1 / 4+1), Jamblichus (0 / 4), Sopater (4 / 4), 
Eustathius of Antioch (2 / 0), Julian the Arian (2 / 0), Historia Alexandri (ε) – rec. byz. poetica 
(2+1 / 0), Eusebius of Caesarea (44+4 / 2), Libanius (7 / 0), Julian the Apostate (4 / 0), Basil of 
Ancyra (0+2 / 0), Themistius (4+15 / 5+2), Athanasius of Alexandria (8 / 0), Basil of Caesarea
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(6+1 / 4+2), Ephrem the Syrian (6 / 0), Gregory of Nyssa (1 / 7), Gregory Nazianzen (3+1 / 0+1), 
Eusebius of Emesa (1 / 0), Severian of Gabala (2 / 0), Oribasius (12+1 / 1), Nemesius of Emesa 
(0 / 3), Marcellus of Ancyra (4 / 1), Eutropius (1 / 0), Hefaestion of Thebes (7 / 2), Ammon (1 / 0), 
Cyril of Jerusalem (2 / 0), Diodorus of Tarsus (0 / 1), Apollinarius of Laodicea (3 / 0), Didymus 
the Blind (1  / 7), Pappus of Alexandria (1  / 2), Theon of Alexandria (2 / 188), Epiphanius of 
Salamis (90 / 7), John Chrysostom (19+12 / 2), Eunapius of Sardis (0 / 1+1), Macarius Magnes 
(3 / 0), Hesychius of Jerusalem (2 / 0), Ps.-Macarius/Symeon (0 / 3+3), John Stobaeus (2+1 / 2), 
Theodore of Mopsuestia (10 / 0), Polychronius of Apamea (3 / 0), Syrianus (0 / 15), Ps.-Martyrius 
(0+1 / 0), Theodosius of Alexandria (0 / 1+1), Isidore of Pelusium (13 / 0), Concilium Ephesenum 
(112+2 / 10), Cyril of Alexandria (748[758]+7 / 9), Socrates Scholasticus (26+1 / 2+1), Basil of 
Seleucia (3 / 0), Theodoret of Cyrrhus (47 / 2), Concilium Chalcedonense (6 / 4), Vita Alexandri 
hegumeni (1 / 0), Vita Donati (0 / 1), Lachares (0 / 1), Hierocles (1 / 3), Diadochus of Photice 
(12 / 0), Gennadius I (1 / 0), Proclus of Athens (15+8 / 7+3), Marinus (3+1 / 0), Ammonius 
(0 / 3), John of Caesarea (3 / 0), Damascius (0 / 1), Ps.-Dionysius the Areopagite (6 / 0), Aetius 
of Amida (3 / 0), Sergius’s Vita Marciani Oeconomi (0 / 1), Olympiodorus the Deacon (6 / 5+1), 
Procopius of Gaza (0 / 2), Ps.-Gelasius (0 / 0+1), Ps.-Caesarius (1 / 0), Anthemius of Tralles (1 / 0), 
Choricius of Gaza (1+1 / 0), Cosmas Indicopleustes (1 / 0), Leontius of Jerusalem (1 / 1), John the 
Lydian (19+1 / 3), John Scholasticus (5 / 6), Vita Marcelli Acoemetae (0 / 1), Evagrius Scholasticus 
(1+2 / 2), Simplicius (2 / 8), *Justinian I (6 / 0), Olympiodorus of Alexandria (2 / 2), David the 
Philosopher (0 / 4), John Philoponus (3 / 10), Pamphilus the Theologian (perhaps identical with 
Pamphilus of Jerusalem, cf. above, 1 / 0), Anastasius I of Antioch (2 / 0), Alexander of Tralles 
(0 / 1), Eustratius (1 / 0), John Moschus (2 / 0), Ps.-Hermippus (0 / 7), Vita Symeonis Stylitae 
iun. (0 / 1), Martyrium Cononis (1 / 0), Vita Matronae (1 / 0), Vita Theodori Tironis BHG 1764 
(0 / 1), Vita Metrophanis et Alexandri (2 / 1); Passio mulierum 40 et Ammonis (0 / 1)

total: (1321+63 / 366+17) | 1384 s / 383 pl

7th–11th AD

Stephen of Alexandria (4+1 / 1+1), Antioch Pandectes (0 / 1), Paul of Aegina (5 / 2), John I of 
Thessalonica (3 / 0), Sophronius of Jerusalem (5 / 6), Concilium 649 (3 / 1), Chronicon paschale 
(3 / 1), Theodore of Raithu (0 / 2+1), Maximus the Confessor (65 / 2), Anastasius Apocrisiarius 
(2 / 0), George the Hieromonk (0 / 1), Theodore of Tremithus (1 / 0), Hesychius of Sinai (1 / 1), 
Trichas (0 / 17), Concilium Constantinopolitanum III (1 / 1+1), Doctrina Patrum (6 / 0), Vitae 
Alypii Stylitae (0 / 2+1), Vita et encomium Alypii Stylitae4 BHG 66d (1 / 0), Miracula sancti Demet-
rii (0 / 3), Miracula sancti Artemii (0 / 1), Passio Gordiani (1 / 0), Miracula Cosmae et Damiani 
(1 / 0), Vita Theodori Stratelatae (0+1 / 0), Isaac of Nineveh (4 / 1), Gregory of Acragas (0 / 1), 
Ps.-David / Ps.-Elijah (0 / 1), ?Leontius Mechanicus (0 / 3), Germanus I (0 / 2+2), Andrew of Crete 
(2+1 / 3), John of Damascus (15 / 10), Cosmas of Maiuma (0 / 7), Theophilus of Edessa [De rebus 
praesertim bellicis] (0 / 1), Leontius of Rome (5 / 0), Stephen the Deacon (1 / 1), Actiones concilii 
Nicaeni II (5 / 2), Nicephorus I (5 / 1), Novella of Leo and Constantine (0 / 1), George Choerobos-
cus (0+1 / 1 [in quot.]), Theognostus (0 / 1), Leontius of Damascus (1 / 0+1), Theodore the Studite 
(1 / 0), Ignatius the Deacon (2 / 0), Michael Syncellus (0 / 1), Leo of Thessalonica (1 / 0), Trans-
latio Theodori Studitae et Josephi (0 / 1), Methodius of Constantinople (5 / 7+5), Sophronius I 
of Alexandria (1 / 3), Euodius (1 / 0), Vita Andreae in crisi (0+1 / 0), Vita Maximi Confessoris BHG 
1233m (1 / 0), Ps.-John the Monk’s Protocanonarium (2 / 0), John of Sardis (3 / 2), Hippiatrica 
(1 / 2), Acta concilii C-poleos, sessio 879–880 (2 / 1+1), Vita Theophylacti Nicomediensis (1 / 0), 
Sabbas, Vita Ioannicii (5 / 0), Sabbas, Vita Petri Atroatae (3 / 1), Vita et miracula Petri Atroatae 
(3 / 1), Theophanes Continuatus (0 / 2), Martyrium Procopii Scythopolitani (1 / 0), Passio sancti

Table  III  (cont .)
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Georgii (Ath. 343, Vat. Pal. 205, et al., vers. plur.) (1 / 0), Vita Athanasiae Aeginetae (0 / 1), Vita 
Michaelis Syncelli (0 / 2), Michael the Studite, Vita Theodori Studitae (2 / 0), Vita Eliae spelaiotae 
(1 / 0), Vita Theodorae imperatricis (0 / 1), Vita Theocleti (1 / 0), Metrophanes’s? Vita Euthymii 
Sardensis (0 / 1), Gregory’s Vita Basilii Iunioris (6 / 6), George the Monk (15 / 0), ?Paul of Nicaea 
(0 / 1), Photius (18+3 / 34+18), Peter of Sicily (1 / 0), John Syncellus / De sacris imaginibus contra 
Constantinum Cabalinum (1 / 0), Scripta anonyma adversus judaeos (4 / 13), Nicetas the Teacher 
(2 / 8+1), Nicetas David Paphlagon (1 / 3), Peter of Argus (1 / 0), Basilica & Ecloga Basilicarum 
+ scholia (3 / 5), Leo VI the Wise (3 [Nov. 94 + 2x in hom.] + 8 [Nov. 5, 23, 25, 40, 60, 97 + 2x in hom.] / 3 [Nov. 29, 33, 94] 
+ 3 [Nov. 19, 93, 95]), Leo Choerosphactes (1 / 0), Arethas of Caesarea (0 / 8+2), Nicholas I Mysticus 
(1+2 / 2+3), Euthymius I of Constantinople (3 / 6), Theodore Daphnopates (1 / 9), John Cam-
eniates (1 / 1), Theodore of Nicaea (1 / 0), Professor Anonymus (0 / 1), Constantine VII (2 / 8 
[1 x Nov. 12] +2), Leo’s Vita Theodori Cytherii (0 / 2), Vita Pauli iunioris (0 / 0+3), Vita Pauli iunioris 
Caiumae (0 / 1), Sylloge tacticorum (9 / 21+2), Lucas Adialeiptus (3 / 0), Symeon Eulabes or the 
Studite (0 / 1), De velitatione bellica (2 / 9), Symeon Metaphrastes (2+4 / 7+26), Leo the Deacon 
(2 / 0), Digenis Acritas (2 / 0), Martyrium Sebastianae (1 / 0), Vita Lazari (1+1 / 0), Passio anonyma 
XLII martyrum Amoriensum (2+1 / 0+2), Laudatio seu passio Jacobi Zebedaei (0 / 0+1), John of 
Sicily (10+1 / 1), Philetus of Tarsus (1 / 0), John Doxopatres (0 / 3 [at least 2 in quot.]), Symeon 
the New Theologian (3 / 8), Michael Psellus (5 / 3), Nicetas Stethatus (1 / 1), John Scylitzes + Scyl. 
Cont. (0 / 5), Christopher of Mytilene (1 / 1), Michael Cerularius, sp. (0 / 2), Symeon Seth (0 / 2), 
Michael of Ephesus (0 / 3), John Mauropous (0 / 1), Philip Solitarius (3 / 9), Michael Attaleiates 
(0 / 1), Vita Athanasii Athonitae BHG 198b (0 / 1), Hierotheus the Hieromonk (1 / 1+2), Nicon of 
Montenegro (1 / 1), ?John Hagioelites (0 / 1), John II of Kyiv (0 / 1), Greek translator of al-Razi/
Rhazes (0 / 4), Achaicus the Presbyter’s Vita Nicolai junioris BHG 2309 (0 / 1+1), Synoptikon 
syntagma philosophias (0 / 2), Passio Mauri Gallipolitani, cod. Messan. 29 (0 / 1)

total: (293+25 / 306+79) | 318 s / 385 pl

12th–16th AD

Symeon  II of Jerusalem (0  /  2), Nicholas  III the Grammarian (1+1  /  0), Theodore of Smyrna 
(0 / 3), Euthymius Zigabenus (23+1 / 7+1), Isaac Comnenus (1 / 1), Eustratius of Nicaea (0 / 2), 
Teophylact of Ohrid (15 / 6), Anna Comnena (4 / 3+1), Nicephorus Bryennius (1 / 0), Theodore 
Prodromus (5 / 11), Nicetas Seides (4 / 1), Michael Didascalus (1 / 0), Peter the Deacon (1 / 0), 
John Cedrenus (8 / 3 – mostly rewritten from his sources), Michael Glycas (0 / 22), Nicetas of 
Maronea (0  / 4), Theorianus (3  / 0), Philagathus Cerameus (3  / 0), Timarion (1  / 0), Anacha-
rsis/Ananias (0 / 1), Gregory Pardus (1 / 1), John Zonaras (0 / 1), Nicetas Eugenianus (1 / 0), 
Nicholas of Methone (1 / 2), Nicholas III of Anchialus (1 / 0), John Tzetzes (84+5 / 29+9), Isaac 
Tzetzes (5 / 0), Andronicus Camaterus (1 / 2+1), John Cinnamus (0+7 / 1), Eustathius of Thes-
salonica (0 / 14), Theodora Raulaina (3 / 0), Euthymius Malaces (1 / 0), Neophytus the Recluse 
(2+1 / 14+1), Nicephorus Chrysoberges (2+2 / 2), Nicholas of Otranto (3 / 9), Michael Choniates 
(5 / 2), Nicetas Choniates (6 / 2), Theodosius Gudeles (1 / 1), Neilus of Thamasia (0 / 1), Nicepho-
rus Blemmydes (2 / 5+2), Demetrius Chomatenus (0 / 1), Germanus II (0 / 1), Manuel Gabalas 
(1+1  /  0), Acacius Sabaites (0  /  1), Vita Naumi Ohridense (0  /  1), Vita Bartholomei Simeritae 
(0 / 2), Vita Christoduli (1 / 0), Miracula Christoduli BHG 305&306 (0 / 4), Vita Joannis Acatii 
(1 / 0), Andrew Libadenus (0+1 / 0), Theodore II Ducas Lascaris (2 / 4), Theodore Scutariotes 
(0 / 1), Theognostus the Hieromonk (1 / 1), Joel the Chronographer (0 / 1), George Acropolites 
(11 / 9+1), Constantine Meliteniotes (5 / 1), Maximus Planudes (13 / 21+3), George Metochites
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(1  / 5), Demetrius Triclinius (0  / 2), Meletius Galesiotes (2  / 1+1), John XI Beccus (5+1  / 8), 
Gregory  II of Cyprus (1  /  1+1), George Moschampar (2  /  8), Athanasius I of Constantinople 
(16 / 0), George Pachymeres (0 / 4), Mercurius the Grammarian (4 / 1), John Pediasimus (1 / 5), 
Manuel Bryennius (0 / 3), Manuel Moschopulus (1 / 0), Theodore Metochites (90 / 15), John XIII 
Glycas (2+20 / 19+10), Constantine Acropolites (10 / 2), Nicephorus Chumnus (2 / 11), Irena 
Chumnaena (1 / 0), John the Actuarius (1 / 0), Andronicus II (4 [Nov. 20 i 32] / 0), Joseph Rhacendytes 
(0 / 4), Constantine Lucites (0 / 0+1), Matthew Blastares (0 / 1), Nicephorus Callistus Xanthopu-
lus (5+1 / 6+3), Gregory Sinaites (1 / 0), Ephrem of Aenus (34 / 2), Isaac Argyrus (1 / 0), Theoctis-
tus the Studite (2 / 6), Theodore Dexius (1 / 15+3), Gregory Palamas (8 / 6+1), Gregory Acindynus 
(16 / 1), David Dishypatus (3 / 1), Schol. coll. Marc. in Dionysii Thracis (0 / 1), Joseph Calothetus 
(3+1 / 1), Michael Gabras (13 / 0), Thomas Magister (13+2 / 7), Anthony of Larissa (5 / 4), Nice-
phorus Gregoras (8 / 25), Registrum Patr. Const. (0 / 5), John VI Cantacuzenus (3+6 / 7+19), 
Constantine Harmenopulus (1  /  1), Nicholas Artabasdus Rhabdas (0  /  2), Macarius Chryso-
cephalus (0 / 0+1), Neilus Cabasilas (1 / 1), Demetrius Cydones (2 / 3+1), Prochorus Cydones 
(1 / 0), Callistus I (4 / 7+1), Theophanes Parorites (2 / 2), Philotheus Coccinus (36+1 / 6+2), John 
Cyparissiotes (+sp.) (3+1 / 5+1), Isidore Glabas (4 / 22+1), Theodore Meliteniotes (0 / 26+3), 
Nicetas Myrsiniotes (1 / 1), George of Pelagonia (1 / 1), Theophanes III of Nicaea (5 / 0), Matthew 
Asanes Cantacuzenus (1 / 0), Callistus Angelicudes (2 / 3+1), Vita Romyli/Romuli (1 / 4), editor 
of Pachymeres (0 / 20+1), Manuel Chrysoloras (1 / 1), Symeon of Thessalonica (0 / 7), Nicho-
las Cabasilas (1 / 0), Joseph Bryennius (6+1 / 1), Tractatus arithmeticus, e cod. Vat. Barb. gr. 4 
(0 / 2), Vita Athanasii Metheoritae (2 / 3), Vita Oppiani Anazarbensis (0 / 1), De planetae (0 / 5), 
Manuel Calecas (9+1 / 5), Manuel II (2+1 / 2 [Nov. 60]), John Anagnostes (1 / 1), John Eugenicus 
(4 / 0), Gabriel the Hieromonk (0 / 2), Joasaph of Ephesus (0+1 / 1), John Doceianus (1 / 0), John 
Chortasmenus (0+2 / 0), Concilium Florentinum (0 / 7), Isidore of Kyiv (0+1 / 0), Mark Eugenicus 
(0 / 2), Constantine XI (0 / 2), Thomas Palaeologus (0 / 2), Andrew Chrysoberges (0 / 1), John 
Canabutzes (0  /  1), Silvester Syropulus (1+1  /  1), George Gemistus Plethon (0+1  /  3), Laoni-
cus Chalcocondyles (1 / 0), Gregory III Mammas (2 / 0), Gennadius II Scholarius (3+1 / 1+2), 
Theodore Agallianus (2 / 1), Michael Critobulus (2 / 0), Bessarion (2 / 3), George of Trebizond 
(0+1 / 2), Theodore Gazes (2 / 1), John Argyropulus (2 / 1), Michael Apostolius (5+1 / 1), Chro-
nicon Ioanninae (0 / 1), Ducas (0 / 2), Ps.-Sphrantzes (0 / 3), Demetrius Moschus (1 / 0), Meletius 
Pigas (1 / 5), Vitae Gregorii ep. Assi (0 / 2), Vita Nectarii et Theophanis (0 / 1), Testamenta Nectarii 
et Theophanis (1 / 0), Opusculum de origine schismatis [Italiae] (0 / 2), Metrophanes Critopulus 
(2 / 0), Jerome Tragudistes (0 / 1), Pachomius Rhusanus (4 / 11)

total: (607+64 / 569+72) | 671 s / 641 pl

Documents of Athonite monasteries (9+2 / 25), typica (8 / 10), euchologia of Goar (0 / 3), Vita 
Joanni Chrysostomi (1  / 0), scholia to Aristophanes (11 / 8), scholia to Lycophron (21+1 / 9), 
menologia (0 / 0+10)

total: (50+3 / 55+10) | 53 s / 65 pl

total above: (2946+254 / 1531+193) | 3200 s / 1724 pl 

Valid for 30 October 2022, with 2857 authors included TLG.

Table  III  (cont .)
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Table IV. Tables II and III, juxtaposed [SCer 5, 2015, p. 186–188]

* some numbers in columns 
2 and 4 should be treated 

as approximate

1. ὡς προέφην 
and similar

2. ὡς/καθὼς 
ἔφην 

+ ὥσπερ ἔφην

3. ὡς προέ-
φημεν and 

similar

4. ὡς/καθὼς 
ἔφη(α)μεν 
+ ὥσπερ 

ἔφη(α)μεν

Philodemus of Gadara – 3 1 1

Arius Didymus 1 – – –

Ps.-Aristotle – – 1 1

Dionysius of Halicarnassus – 2 + 45 – 2

Strabo – 8 + 1 – 3 + 3

Philo of Alexandria – 44 + 4 – –

Nicomachus – 1 2 1

Flavius Joseph – 13 + 2 – 7

Justin the Martyr 17 2 16 1

Claudius Ptolemy – 3 – 60

Apollonius Dyscolus – 3 – 36

Galen 1 ca. 370 + 10 – 15

Irenaeus of Lyons – – 6 or 7 1

Alexander of Aphrodisias – 12 – 23

Clementina 1 25 – 2

Hist. Alexandri (ε) 2 2 + 1 1 –

Eusebius of Caesarea – 44 + 4 – 2

Themistius – 4 + 15 – 5 + 2

Basil of Caesarea 1 6 + 1 – 4 + 2

Ps.-Ephrem of Chersonesus – – 3 –

Gregory of Nyssa 2 1 3 7

Evagrius Ponticus – – 1 –

Ps.-Athanasius – – 1 –

Theon of Alexandria – 2 – 188

Epiphanius of Salamis – 90 2 (in quot.) 7
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* some numbers in columns 
2 and 4 should be treated 

as approximate

1. ὡς προέφην 
and similar

2. ὡς/καθὼς 
ἔφην 

+ ὥσπερ ἔφην

3. ὡς προέ-
φημεν and 

similar

4. ὡς/καθὼς 
ἔφη(α)μεν 
+ ὥσπερ 

ἔφη(α)μεν
John Chrysostom 2 19 + 12 – 2

Ps.-Macarius – – 5 3 + 3

John Stobaeus 1 2 + 1 1 2

Polychronius of Apamea 1 3 – –

Syrianus – – – 15

Palladius 1 – – –

Philostorgius 1 – 1 –

Cyril of Alexandria – 748[758] + 7 – 9

Socrates Scholasticus – 26 + 1 – 2 + 1

Theodoret of Cyrrhus – 47 1 (in quot.) 2

Eutyches 1 – – –

Vita Alexandri hegumeni – 1 1 –

Diadochus of Photice 1 12 – –

Gennadius I 1 1 1 –

Proclus of Athens 1 15 + 8 1 7 + 3

anon. papyr. mag. 1 – – –

Ps.-Gelasius 1 – – 0 + 1

Ps.-Caesarius 4 1 – –

John the Lydian – 19 + 1 4 3

John Scholasticus 1 5 5 6

Vita Irenae 1 – – –

Martyrium Dionysii 
Areopagitae – – 1 –

Abraham of Ephesus – – 1 –

Fl. Phoebammon 1 – – –

Chronicon paschale 1 3 – 1

John Climacus – – 1 –

Maximus the Confessor 4 65 – 2

Table  IV (cont .)
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* some numbers in columns 
2 and 4 should be treated 

as approximate

1. ὡς προέφην 
and similar

2. ὡς/καθὼς 
ἔφην 

+ ὥσπερ ἔφην

3. ὡς προέ-
φημεν and 

similar

4. ὡς/καθὼς 
ἔφη(α)μεν 
+ ὥσπερ 

ἔφη(α)μεν
George Presbyter 
(Hieromonk) – – 1 1

Trichas – – – 17

Vita Alypii Stylitae1 – – 1 2 + 1

Vita Eustathii, Thespesii, 
Anatolii 1 – – –

Pamphilus of Jerusalem (1?) (1?) 1 –

Isaac of Nineveh 1 4 – 1

John of Damascus 1 (in quot.) 15 1 (in quot.) 10

Leontius of Rome – 5 2 –

Tarasius I 1 – – –

Acts of Nicaea II – 5 1 2

novella of Irene – – 1 –

George Syncellus – – – –

Theophanes the Confessor 6 – 5 –

Novella of Leo & Con- 
stantine – – 3 1

George Choeroboscus – 0 + 1 1 1 (in quot.)

Michael Syncellus – – 2 1

Ps.-John of Damascus – – 1 –

Vita Constantini et Helenae – – 1 –

Vita Nicephori Medicii – – 1 –

Methodius I – 5 1 7 + 5

Sophronius of Alexandria – 1 1 3

Vita Andreae in crisi 1 0 + 1 – –

Sabbas (Vita Ioannicii) 1 5 – –

Sabbas (Vita Petri Atroatae) 1 3 – 1

Vita Athanasiae Aeginetae – – 1 1



Andrzej Kompa 626

* some numbers in columns 
2 and 4 should be treated 

as approximate

1. ὡς προέφην 
and similar

2. ὡς/καθὼς 
ἔφην 

+ ὥσπερ ἔφην

3. ὡς προέ-
φημεν and 

similar

4. ὡς/καθὼς 
ἔφη(α)μεν 
+ ὥσπερ 

ἔφη(α)μεν

George the Monk – 15 1 –

?Paul of Nicaea 1 – – 1

Photius I – 18 + 3 3 34 + 18

Acta concilii C-poleos 
879–880 – 2 1 1

– quot. of Procopius – – 1 –

Nicetas the Teacher – 2 1 8 + 1

Leo VI the Wise 1 3 + 8 – 3 + 3

Arethas of Caesarea – – 1 8 + 2

Nicholas Mysticus 1 1 + 2 4 2 + 3

Basil – – 1 –

Constantine VII – 2 2 8 + 2

Martyrium Irenaei 1 – – –

Vita Pauli iun. – – 1 0 + 3

Sylloge tacticorum – 9 – 21 + 2

Lucas Adialeiptus 1 3 – –

Ps.-Heron – – 1 –

Nicephorus 
(Vita s. Andreae) 2 – – –

De velitatione bellica – 2 1 9

Symeon Metaphrastes – 2 + 4 – 7 + 26

Digenis Acritas 1 2 – –

John of Sicily 2 10 + 1 – 1

acts of monastery 
in Oppido 2 – – –

Michael Cerularius – – 1 2

acts of monastery 
in Cellarana – – 2 –

Philip Solitarius 3 3 5 9

Table  IV (cont .)
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* some numbers in columns 
2 and 4 should be treated 

as approximate

1. ὡς προέφην 
and similar

2. ὡς/καθὼς 
ἔφην 

+ ὥσπερ ἔφην

3. ὡς προέ-
φημεν and 

similar

4. ὡς/καθὼς 
ἔφη(α)μεν 
+ ὥσπερ 

ἔφη(α)μεν
Michael Attaleiates – – 3 1

Vita Cosmae et Joannis – – 1? –

Vita Niconis – – 2 –

Christodulus – – 4 –

Vita Phantini iun. 1 – – –

Translatio Nicolai – – 1 –

Theodore of Andida – – 1 –

Euthymius Zigabenus – 23 + 1 11 
(+ 1 in quot.) 7 + 1

Teophylact of Ohrid – 15 – 6

Theodore Prodromus – 5 – 11

Michael Glycas – – – 22

John Tzetzes 4 84 + 5 4 29 + 9

Eustathius of Thessalonica – – 2 14

akts of mon. of Theristes 2 – 4 –

Neophytus the Recluse 7 2 + 1 13 14 + 1

Nicholas of Otranto 3 3 10 9

Acacius Sabaites – – 1 1

Manuel Holobolus 1 – – –

Andrew Libadenus 1 0 + 1 – –

George Acropolites 1 11 1 9 + 1

Constantine Meliteniotes 2 5 – 1

Maximus Planudes – 13 1 21 + 3

Apparitio Michaelis – – 1 –

Athanasius I of C-ple – 16 – –

George Metochites 1 1 2 5

Theodore Metochites – 90 1 15

John XIII Glycas 1 2 + 20 1 19 + 10
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* some numbers in columns 
2 and 4 should be treated 

as approximate

1. ὡς προέφην 
and similar

2. ὡς/καθὼς 
ἔφην 

+ ὥσπερ ἔφην

3. ὡς προέ-
φημεν and 

similar

4. ὡς/καθὼς 
ἔφη(α)μεν 
+ ὥσπερ 

ἔφη(α)μεν
Ephrem of Aenus – 34 – 2

Theodore Dexius – 1 – 15 + 3

Gregory Palamas 1 8 1 6 + 1

Gregory Acindynus – 16 1 1

David Dishypatus – 3 3 1

Schol. coll. Marciana – – 2 1

Michael Gabras – 13 – –

Thomas Magister – 13 + 2 2 7

Nicephorus Gregoras 1 8 1 25

John VI Cantacuzenus – 3 + 6 – 7 + 19

Theophanes Parorites – 2 1 2

Philotheus Coccinus 1 36 + 1 – 6 + 2

John Cyparissiotes, (+sp.) – 3 + 1 1 5 + 1

Isidore Glabas – 4 1 22 + 1

Theodore Meliteniotes – – 6 26 + 3

Callistus Angelicudes – 2 2 3 + 1

Vita Romyli / Romuli – 1 1 4

editor of Pachymeres – – 1 20 + 1

Symeon of Thessalonica 2 – 2 7

Tractatus arithmeticus – – 1 2

Manuel II 1 2 + 1 – 2

John Cananus – – 1 –

Gennadius II Scholarius – 3 + 1 1 1 + 2

Ducas – – 2 2

Ekthesis chronica – – 1 –

Sphrantzes/Melissenus 1 – 2 3

A few anonymous or multi-author works were omitted (e.g. Prochiron). Only the most representative or out-
standing examples of authors present in the table III but absent from the table II supplement the table IV.

Table  IV (cont .)
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The updated statistics:

 » [p. 177] forms of πρόφημι attested in ca. 135 authors; 321 cases altogether (105 s, 216 pl, with 75 new exam-
ples added after 2015), with 2857 (previously 2420) authors, and ca. 11 000 works consulted;

 » [p. 178] 11 x ὡς προέφην / προέφημεν makes almost 3,5% of all instances in the whole preserved corpus;

 » [p. 180] ὡς ἔφην – 3082 occurences, ὡς ἔφημεν/-αμεν – 1660 (ἔφαμεν x 882 / ἔφημεν x 778), καθὼς ἔφην 
(only 44), καθὼς ἔφημεν/-αμεν – 54 (ἔφημεν x 30 / ἔφαμεν x 24), ὥσπερ ἔφην – 278, ὥσπερ ἔφημεν/-αμεν 
– 201 (ἔφημεν x 151 / ἔφαμεν x 50). In total in TLG – 5319, with 188 s and 191 pl omitted in the table (cat-
enae, centons, anonymous scholiae, passages of euchologia, identified cross-checked quotations and scraps 
of spurious authorship, as well as the works from the 17th c. and later);

 » [p. 189] καθὼς ἔφην/ἔφημεν/-αμεν – 98 in total, cf. 26 καθὼς προέφην/προέφημεν/-αμεν;

 » [p. 189] a total of 4924 occurrences with the second aorist of φημί is almost 15,5 times as many as the alterna-
tive expressions with the second aorist of πρόφημι (total 321);

 » [p. 190] more than 80 cases of authors in the Table IV who used both singular and plural forms;

 » [p. 191] ὡς εἶρηται – 9094, ὡς προείρηται – 1752 in TLG (as for 30 September 2022).

Commentary

The comprehensive re-count and reconsideration of the phrases, conducted after 
seven years and based on a significantly extended sample of Greek texts, have con-
firmed the conclusions I presented in 2015.

1.  Cross-references within narratives are valuable indicators of style and 
authorship. They were applied to a wide variety of genres: chronicles and his-
tories, scholarly treatises, sermons, hagiographic and other ecclesiastical texts, 
refutations, panegyrics and commentaries, legal texts and acts of law, scholia etc. 
They were used both in speech and naturally, even more so, in writing. Their 
usefullness lies in their variety and diversity of usage, cf. ὡς/καθὼς[/ὥσπερ]: 
εἶρηται, προείρηται, ἔφην, ἔφημεν/-αμεν, προέφην, προέφημεν/-αμεν, λέλεκται, 
προλέλεκται, δεδήλωται, προδεδήλωται, δεδηλώκαμεν, δηλωθήσεται, ἀποδέδει-
κται, προαπεδείξαμεν, etc., as well as e.g. ὁ δὲ ἀνωτέρω μνημονευθεὶς, οὗ πρόσθεν 
ἐμνήσθην, οὗ πρόσθεν ἐμνημονεύσαμεν and many others. The inclusion of par-
ticles and parentheses into such phrases was common as well (with γὰρ, ἤδη, καὶ, 
ἀνωτέρω, ἐκεῖ, πρὸ βραχέος, ἐν τοῖς ἑξῆς, ἑξῆς, ἐφεξῆς etc. or e.g. ἐκ τῶν αὐτοῦ 
συγγραμμάτων) and also varied. Therefore, all the forms within one text should 
be compared altogether and not only individually. One may add that some of 
them were much more common and thus less distinctive, while some others were 
very specific. At the same time, the frequency and particular choice of the respec-
tive phrases reveal the individuality, or even peculiarity, of the authors’ styles.

2.  Ὡς/καθὼς προέφην or προέφημεν, never used by George Syncellus but 
applied eleven times by Theophanes, both in the prooimion and in various parts 
of his chronicle, remain a specific trait of the author’s style. Unlike ὡς ἔφην, ἔφη-
μεν/-αμεν, these phrases were always rare in ancient and medieval Greek, and it 
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is only in texts by a total of four writers that one may find them used more fre-
quently. Those were Justin the Martyr (33 x, 17 s + 16 pl), Euthymius Zigabenus 
(12 pl), Neophytus the Recluse (20 x, 7 s + 13 pl), and Nicholas of Otranto (13 x, 
3 s + 10 pl). The first one lived centuries before Theophanes, the three latter ones 
long after his chronography had been written. The next ones in frequency cannot 
match the above-mentioned literati, even if their texts were much more indepen-
dent from their sources than in the case of the ‘copy-paste’ historian: cf. Philip 
Solitarius (3 s, 5 pl – added now, with the quite individualised and complex way in 
which he formulated such expressions4), John Tzetzes (4 s, 4 pl), Irenaeus (7 pl), 
John Scholasticus (1  s, 5 pl), and Theodore Meliteniotes (6 pl). Still, it is only 
in the Chronography that we encounter all these forms: ὡς προέφην, καθὼς καὶ 
προέφην, ὡς προέφημεν, καθὼς προέφημεν (note that, as we see in Table IV, many 
authors wrote both in the singular and in the plural, so that the factor is not at 
odds with singular authorship).

3. Neither George Syncellus nor Theophanes used ὡς ἔφην or ὡς ἔφημεν/- 
αμεν, the phrases that were much more universal and either used interchange-
ably with ὡς προέφην and ὡς προέφημεν or exclusively (Table IV, again). With 
321 examples of the latter ones, and more than five thousand of the former, the 
11 instances of πρόφημι-expressions in the Chronography become yet more tell-
ing (even the more so as forms built with καθώς were always a double rarity).

4. Thus, having once again verified the previous research, I would like to repeat 
that I have not changed my mind as regards the following: 1. I believe that the 
Ekloge Chronographias of George Syncellus and the Chronography of Theophanes 
the Confessor should be treated as a single project (here I agree, as I did in the past, 
with Jesse W. Torgerson), undertaken in turn by two authors; 2. There are impor-
tant stylistic differences between the two parts, noticeable in the fragments in 
which the authors deliver some editorial remarks, disclose their personal opinions 
or refer to the other parts of their own narrative; 3. The style of the proemium 
of the Chronography fits the rest of the work and differs from the work of George. 
4. The precise analysis of a wider group of similar clauses shows that the Ekloge 
Chronographias and the Chronography were written by two different authors; the 
Chronography was created by one author, distinctive and independent, reproduc-
tive though he was. I see no convincing arguments not to call this author Theo-
phanes, given the middle Byzantine tradition that started not long after his floruit. 
Some later and partial editiorial interventions to the Chronography, conceivable 
and in some instances even certain, do not challenge that view. 5.  Only a few 

4 Sing.: ὡς προέφην; ὡς ἤδη σοι προέφην (x2); plur.: καθώς σοι καὶ προέφημεν ἄνωθεν ἐν τῷ 
λόγῳ; καθὰ δὴ καὶ προέφημεν πρὸ μικροῦ ἐν τῷ λόγῳ; καθώς πέρ σοι προέφημεν ἐν τῷ δευ-
τέρῳ λόγῳ; καθώσπερ καὶ προέφημεν πολλάκις ἐν τῷ λόγῳ; ὡς προέφημεν πολλάκις ἐν τῷ λόγῳ 
(cf. Table II).
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entries from the initial parts of the Chronography fit George’s work more close-
ly; their style and content bear much more similarities with the Ekloge (in AM 
5796, 5814, 5818, 5827, 5828). These paragraphs might have been inserted to 
the Chronography by its author in the same way in which he used his sources 
for the subsequent parts; they did not reach beyond the times of Constantine the 
Great. The disquisitions and polemics inserted into the entries covering the reign 
of Nicephorus I do not resemble the style of George Syncellus more than that of 
Theophanes, and they lack the phrases so typical of George’s part of the universal 
history. 6. There is no need to dismiss the message of the proemium to the Chro-
nography, especially as regards the ‘genuine friendship’ of the writers.

5. Of all the additions to the tables, I would like to draw the Readers’ atten-
tion to οἵων προέφημεν in the novel 27 of the Empress Irene, to ὡς καὶ προέφην 
of the patriarch Tarasius and to ἰδοὺ καθὼς προέφημεν noted in the acts of the 
Seventh Ecumenical Council (see Table II). One of the public activities of Theo-
phanes of Sigriane, as known from the vitae and encomia devoted to him, was his 
presence at the council. The clauses discussed here must have seemed regular to 
that ecclesiastical, Tarasian milieu which Theophanes belonged to, befriended or 
acquainted and which benefitted from the restoration of the icons, as they were 
given liberty to exercise their faith and educate from one another safely5. Later, 
these phrases resonate in the written words of Theophanes, but not in those of 
patriarch Nicephorus, Theodore the Studite or George Syncellus, whose extensive 
outputs remained preserved to our times.
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