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Tomasz Otocki

TREE STAND OF THE OLD CEMETERY IN LODZ
AND PLACE OF THE OLD CEMETERY AMONGST LODZ’S
CEMETERIES ALONG THE LODKA RIVER

Abstract: The article concerns tree stand of the Old Cemetery at Ogrodowa street in
Lodz. Circumferences of trees at breast height in the main avenue have been measured.
Also circumferences of other old trees in the cemetery and two other cemeteries have been
measured. Value of tree stand in the Old Cemetery has been assessed.

Assessment of the area and tree stands of former cemeteries in the Lodka valley has
been done. Positon and time of foundation of cemeteries in relation to the Lodka River is
presented in the paper. The article covers size and distance of cemeteries from the oldest
part of agricultural Lodz.

Keywords: tree stand, trunk circumference, BHT, area of a cemetery, foundation date,
the Old Cemetery in Lodz, natural value.

1. Introduction

Cemeteries are generally considered verdant, defined not only by tombs, chapels,
sculptures and avenues but also by trees, bushes, creepers and herbaceous species.
Plants of different size and habit set the vibe of a sacred place. Some flowers or
trees are considered more appurtenant to mood of pensiveness and reminiscing.
These are chrysanths, periwinkles among herbaceous plants, ivies among creepers,
yews, platycladuses among trees or bushes and many others. Old cemetery in
Lodz is often considered the oldest one in Lodz and thus most verdant. It can be
assumed that there were at least two earlier cemeteries. The oldest cemeteries
in Poland are to be found in closest vicinity of churches. Most probably the
oldest church in Lodz was built in XIV or XV century. More concretely between
1364 and 1382 at the capitol of bishopric in Wtoctawek sat Zbilut Golanczewski.
Archbishop Bogoria Skotnicki ruled in Gniezno until 1371. As the second one
erected the parish of Lodz upon newly built church during the term of office
of Galanczewski, so it is assumed that the first Lodz church was founded between
1364 and 1371 (Krawczyk 2007).
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L. Krawczyk described the position of the first church as placed on the western
side of Piotrkéw highroad in the region of nowadays Zgierska and Drewnowska
streets (Krawczyk 2007). Accordingly to Gtab the church was founded to the north
from square of Lodz. It took place between the end of 80-ties of XIV century and
1414 (Gtab 2007).

It may be concluded that the oldest churchyard was founded around the church,
the way it was practised in the middle ages. Inhabitants of the town had to bury
their dead and ground surrounding the church seems to be the most probable
place for natural formation of the graveyard. The area around contemporary the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary church was the oldest of Lodz’s cemeteries
(Pawlak 2014).

Nonetheless the first cemetery of Lodz was situated at the backyard of
nowadays presbytery of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary church
(Grzegorczyk 2011). Arguably, the two cemeteries — around the church and in
the rear of the vicarage could function collaterally, at least at intervals. The more
revered inhabitants could be buried in the closest vicinity of the gothic wooden
church, ordinary inhabitants behind the parsonage.

2. Aims, scope and methods of the research on tree stands
of chosen cemeteries along the Lodka River

The purpose of this article is to assess the density of contemporary cemeteries,
area of decommissioned cemeteries and to reconstruct features of once existing
tree stands. The article focuses on stating the level of burial plots density that
prevents development of tree stands of natural value. The aim of this article is
to present structure and changes of tree stand of the Old Cemetery with special
regards to the main alley. This paper examines position, area and time of foundation
of cemeteries in relation to the Lodka River.

For the needs of this paper research on stand of the Old Cemetery has been
done. Some research, at more limited scope has been done at Mania Cemetery
and Doty Cemetery.

At the Old Cemetery circumferences at the breast height (TC) of 102 trees were
measured. For needs of the article, not all of the data has been used. For some
trees breast height parameter (DBH) was calculated. At Mania and Doty (Catholic
part) Graveyards TC of 4 trees were measured, respectively. The measures were
carried out with a tape measure. Trees for measurement were chosen on the basis of
subjective assessment of their size. The biggest trees were chosen. It doesn’t apply
to the main avenue in the Old Cemetery. In this case all the trees up to the distance
of 5 meters from the kerb of the avenue and with BHT above 9.55 cm (30 cm of
circumference) were taken into account. For needs of this paper circumference at
the breast height has been used, as idea more frequently used in conservation.
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Location of measured trees of the Old Cemetery, Mania Cemetery and Doty
Cemetery has been described in the text.

Characteristics of stand structure for the main avenue of the Old Cemetery has
been presented using chart of circumference at the breast height for years 2011
and 2017. The charts have regard to species of trees in the main alley.

On the basis of literature diagram of distance from the former centre of Lodz
has been created (Fig. 1). Once existing fort on the Lodka River has been chosen
as point zero for the X-axis of the chart. The fort was situated in a close vicinity
of the place of crossing the Lodka River and Nowomiejska street. The nowadays
crossing is the starting point of the chart. The centres of cemeteries have been
placed in the chart with respect to their distance both from the Lodka River and
the point zero, that is crossing of the river Nowomiejska street.

(‘”‘m VI-1915 1-1414-1768, 1768-1855
2 + 2 4 km
| 4 kl'n | +‘ | 3 0 | | | |
‘ == 1118201856 V—1896
< IV -1855 + +
Downstream Lodka River ‘111-1828-1829
1km Key
U - former ford on Lodka River at Piotrkow higroad
+ - a cemetery
- a cemetery of questionable existence or of short duration
VI-1915 - successive number of a cemetery, year of creation
or being in use

Fig. 1. Position and time of being in use of the cemeteries in relation to the Lodka River

Source: own elaboration.

Accordingly to the rule of quantitative generalization (Falinski 1990-1991)
chart of the size and distance from the former fort on the Lodka River has been
created. Neither the relative position of a cemetery in regard of side of the river
nor distance from it were not taken into account for the chart (Fig. 2). The size
of non-existing cemeteries at Plac Kos$cielny has been assessed assuming that
density of burying plots was ca. 1715/ha.

Data of density of contemporary 4 Catholic cemeteries and one Evangelical
cemetery in the Lodka valley were collected on 2,3 of June, 2020. For collecting
the data method of telephone interview with cemetery offices has been used.
In cases of Catholic cemeteries particular values of burial plots and areas of
cemeteries were obtained. In case of the Evangelical cemetery (part of the Old
cemetery) possible data would range in scope of 10, so an approximation was
necessary to make the data more consistent.

Photographic documentation of measured trees has been done.
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Old Doly
Cemetery D

Mania

V" Cermetery 10—
M Cemetery 162/

I Cemetery 197 —---‘V Cen‘tefery 121

I Cemetery 249 i éemeterv'lﬁ?
I Cemetery 603

Key
( ; - areq of acemetery - 1 ha

403 - years since foundation of a cemetery

Fig. 2. Areas of cemeteries along the Lodka River

Source: own elaboration.
3. The size and density of the cemeteries

Size of cemeteries differs depending on the time of founding a cemetery. As number
of inhabitants in a city grew, size of newly founded cemeteries in that city grew
as well. The cemeteries in Lodz can be divided, by convention, into two groups.
One group consists of old cemeteries, founded before 1820, which is cut-off date
of agricultural Lodz’s existence. Second group is formed by cemeteries founded
after 1820. Old cemeteries include first and second cemetery at Plac Koscielny,
cemetery in vicinity of Legiondéw street. In turn to the second, latter group of
cemeteries one can account cemetery at Freedom Square, the Old Cemetery, Doty
cemetery and Mania cemetery.

Lodz had around 100 residents at granting city’s rights (Grzegorczyk 2011) by
Wioctawska Chapter in 1414 (Krawczyk 2007). The city had 80 plots at the time
(Krawczyk 2007). There is some inconsistence between the data of the two authors
as 80 plots given by Krawczyk for times of granting city’s rights (Krawczyk 2007)
at factor of 5-6 (factor understood as number of family members in an average
family of the time, for this paper — factor fm) equals 440 inhabitants of Lodz. The
number of families per plot would be higher than one and this would yield even
higher number of inhabitants accordingly to number of plots given by Krawczyk
(Krawczyk 2007). Referring to the ascertainments of the two authors number of
inhabitants was between 100 and 500. Assuming that average number of families
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per plot was definitely higher than one (higher than 1.14) the last number could
by far exceed 500.

A. Zand calculated that in years 14701589 the number of families living in
Lodz increased from 44 to 102. At factor fm of 5 to 6 it results in 220-264 to
510-612 people (Grzegorczyk 2011). Relating to inventory of Wtoctawek domain,
Lodz had 80 plots in 1598. Since location of the city the number of plots had been
more or less the same. Similar numbers were given by other sources, especially
from XVI century (Grzegorczyk 2011).

Noteworthy the name of street — Koscielna was firstly mentioned in 1400
(Krawczyk 2007). This in turn suggests that the area between Old Square and
Plac Koscielny was gradually being developed, bespeaking of growing number
of inhabitants of Lodz.

Taking into account the above the number of inhabitants of Lodz increased
from around 100 to 500 in 1414 to 612 in 1589. This leads to some estimation
on the size of the cemetery. As annually around 1 to 3% of people may die,
the same percentage of burial places gained the cemetery. Taking into account
the life expectancy estimated for 30 years in middle ages, not less than 1% to 3% of
population died annually at times of first church and cemetery existence. In some
cases life expectancy for a newborn in central Poland in Middle Ages was even
lower than 30 years, only 25,4 years (Budnik, Liczbinska, Gumna 2004). If the
burial plots had been in existence for 50 years, the cemetery would have accounted
around 50 to 150 burial plots at 100 inhabitants. Therefore very rough estimation
leads to conclusion the cemetery ranged from 50—150 to 250—750 burial places
in 1414 and around 306 to 918 in 1589. Inhuming the dead at the burial plots
of their ancestors would have significantly reduced the above numbers. What is
more, as life expectancy was gradually rising, number of burials per given number
of inhabitants was falling. Contemporary fatality rate for the whole population of
Poland equals 10%o (Ludnos¢ w wieku 60 lat i wigcej, 2016). Nowadays average
life expectancy has amounted to 73.6 for men, 81.6 for women in 2015 (7Trwanie
zycia w 2015, 2016). That means even on the premise that fatality rate might rise
to more than 10%o for some periods, number of burials in 50 years at 100 newly
born inhabitants (for a cemetery) would these days amount to around 20 to 58 only.

Density of burial plots in contemporary Lodz differs. St. Joseph cemetery,
which is catholic part of the Old Cemetery, has got ca. 30000 burial plots/10.65 ha,
that is 2816 burial plots/ha. Mania cemetery is characterized by very similar value
of density, around 30000/10.9 ha, that is 2752/ha. St. Vincent cemetery (catholic
part of Doty cemetery) has got 44 111 burial plots/7,63 ha. Thus the density for the
cemetery is 5781/ha. Density for a cemetery outside of the Lodka valley, Zarzew
cemetery is 4624/ha (86000/18.6 ha). Medium value of burial plots density for the
four cemeteries equals 3993/ha.
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Density of newly founded burial plots in contemporary Poland is ca. 1715/ha
(12000/7 ha) as it is in a newly created part of Lostowicki Cemetery in Gdansk
(Cmentarze-gdanskie 2017). The Evangelical Cemetery founded in 1855 may
possibly have similar value of density. Accordingly to data obtained from the
cemetery office there are from 500 to 1000 burial plots per cemetery section.
There are scarce sections with 100 plots per section. Taking into account there
are 50 sections in the cemetery there are from near 25000 to 50000 burial plots.
Area of the cemetery is 9.5 ha. Density of burial plots is ranging from ca. 2631/ha
to 5263/ha. For some sections it is 526.3/ha. It is clear, that the cemetery is very
heterogeneous for this aspect. Some parts of the cemetery have got density close
to the highest found within Lodz cemeteries, some have tenfold lower density.
According to the site inspection conducted by the author of the paper in 2011-
2020, the least number of tombs can be found in sections to the south and south-
west of The Chapel of Karol Scheibler. This is consistent with distribution of the
oldest and biggest trees of the Old Cemetery.

Assuming the density of burial plots at the first Old Lodz’s cemetery close
to the above mentioned medium value retrieved for the four cemeteries of Lodz
(3993/ha), it is possible to assess its stretch. The area of the first parish cemetery
is estimated at around 0.01 ha to 0.19 in 1414 and at about 0.08 ha to 0.23 ha in
1589. The first cemetery in Lodz was situated around or in close vicinity of parish
church in Lodz, founded in 1430, at nowadays Plac KoS$cielny.

The second graveyard was placed also at Plac Koscielny. It was the churchyard
of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church, which was built in 1765—
1768. In 1819 the cemetery didn’t have fences (Cmentarium.sowa.website 2007).
What is more it was in a very poor condition as animals were dragging around
corpses of the buried (Cmentarium.sowa.website 2007). Most evidently the
cemetery was in very bad shape. Its state was inconceivable as for nowadays
standards.

Accordingly to A. Wiercinska (2012) the churchyard was placed at Gorka
Plebanska (nowadays Plac Kos$cielny) and in use since XV century till 1855.
This means the first cemetery in Lodz and the churchyard of the Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church were one and the same graveyard. As it
didn’t have walls exact borders were difficult to define. Its area would be
estimated at 0.2 ha.

The turning point in development of Lodz’s cemeteries was 1820. That year
Lodz has been chosen as so called ‘factory town’. The decision of Rembielinki’s
Commission was announced in Kingdom of Poland Vicegerent decree on
18 of September 1820 (Papinska 2001). From then on rising population changed
thoroughly the scale of needs for cemeteries and their characteristics. All new
reasonable investments had to be in accordance with capitalistic, rapid growth of
the city.
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In 1820 a new graveyard was founded at so called Retkinska Road, between
contemporary Ogrodowa, Zachodnia and Legionow Street. Its area was 8000
cubits, that is approximately 2600 m? (0.26 ha). In 1828 the cemetery had to be
enlarged by 4380 cubits, that is circa 1402 m? (0.14 ha). Regardless of swampy
terrain it had to be enlarged yet many times in years 1838—1855. It took place due
to sharp incline in number of Lodz’s inhabitants. There were 767 inhabitants of
Lodzin 1820, 15500 in 1840 and 40121 in 1865 (Liszewski 1999). This graveyard
was closed down in 1856. As it was mentioned, one year earlier the cemetery at
Plac Koscielny was officially decommissioned (Cmentarium.sowa.website 2007).

In 1826 the first Evangelical Church of Augsburg Confession parish was
founded at Freedom Square in Nowe Miasto. The church was completed in
1829. At the yard the church the first colonists of Protestant religion were buried
(Cmentarium.sowa.website 2007). Burials took part there in years 1828-1829
(Wiercinska 2012).

There was a cholera outbreak in Lodz in 1852. There were 253 victims, including
169 of Catholic confession. This led to overflow of the cemetery at Retkinska
road and forced the authorities of Lodz to undertake a decision of creating a new
cemetery. In 1854 grounds of the new cemetery were determined by the Lodz
magistracy, Custodianship of Catholic Church and Evangelical Church Council.
The original area of the graveyard was 8.8 ha. The Evangelical part numbered
3 ha, Catholic 5 ha. The parts were divided by a narrow strip of Orthodox part
(0.8 ha) (Pawlak 2014).

The Old Cemetery was founded (on agricultural lands) in 1855. The consecra-
tion of new necropolis took place on 9" of September the same year. The ceme-
tery has been founded on municipal cornfield where three-field system had been
practised (Koter 1974).

The magistracy protocol dated 1858 characterized the area of the latter
cemetery as rye land of third class and hilly. The magistracy bought the land from
38 owners for 393 roubles. First burials took place at the end of 1854, before the
official inauguration of the cemetery (Winnik 2005).

Rapid increase of Lodz population led to overfilling of the graveyard. The
number of residents of Lodz grew to 108.45 thousand in 1885 (Liszewski 1999).
Rising number of inhabitants of Lodz led to surrounding the cemetery by suburban
housing. In 1886 Gubernia authorities forbade further purchases of adjacent
grounds. They ordered finding sufficient areas for a cemetery outside of Lodz’s
borders (Dominikowski 2004).

Lacking in burial plots at the Old Cemetery and risk of necessity of burying
the dead at the graveyard’s avenues changed the Gubernia authorities’ position.
The authorities gave consent for joining new areas to the cemetery in 1888
(Wiercinska 2012). The graveyard reached the area of 21 ha. It still wasn’t enough
for fast growing city.
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Within borders of Lodz there weren’t enough burial plots. Population of Lodz
reached 168.5 thousand people in 1895 (Janczak 1982). The area of deserted Doty
village was chosen for founding a complex of graveyards in 1896 (Wiercinska 2012).
Part of the cemetery is placed on the slopes of Lodka River valley. Nowadays the
cemetery has got diversified stand, both for its species composition and age structure
(Photo 1). Nonetheless the Acer platanoides is prevailing among oldest trees there.

Photo 1. Tree stand at Doty cemetery
Source: photo by T. Otocki.

The subsequent cemeteries were distant from the old center of Lodz and Lodka
River. These were Evangelical-Augsburg cemetery at Old Rokicie (1898) and
catholic cemetery at Zarzew (1898), nowadays Przybyszewskiego 325 Street.
Increase of Jewish society in Lodz led to foundation of Jewish cemetery at Doty
village in 1892, nowadays Bracka 40 Street.

18™ of October 1906 territory of Lodz was increased (Wiercinska 2012). The
population of Lodz increased to 329 thousand (Janczak 1982).

Lack of cemeteries in western part of Lodz led to foundation of St. Anthony
catholic graveyard in Mania quarter, near city forest, todays Solec 11 Street
(Wiercinska 2012). It took place in 1915 (Cmentarze-lodz... 2017), a year after
Lodz reached 477.9 thousand inhabitants (Liszewski 1999). The area of the
cemetery totals 10.9 ha. Some old trees on territory of the cemetery are remnants of
bygone forest (Cmentarze-lodz... 2017) and may have witnessed of primeval past
of the district. The other side of Wiecznos$¢ Street extends so called Mania forest,
retaining many features of natural forest. For example it is characterized by diversity
of trees and abundance of undergrowth plants, such as Anemone nemorosa.



Tree stand of the Old Cemetery in Lodz and place of the Old Cemetery... 13

The first cemeteries in Lodz were created generally along Lodka River from
east to west successively. Taking into account needs of the western part of the city
graveyard in Mania district was the next one in sequence. All of the mentioned
above cemeteries except Old Rokicie and Zarzew were built in close vicinity
of Lodka River although were set in different distances from local watershed
and banks of the river. Jewish cemetery at Bracka 40 is close to Lodka Valley,
nonetheless it stretches to vicinity of spring areas of Batutka (zwik.lodz.rzeki-lodzi
2017) river.

4. Features of once existing tree stands

Tree stands of decommissioned cemeteries functioning before the Old Cemetery
are difficult to define. It is difficult to assess any features of tree stands of former
cemeteries. Contemporary tree stands, are dependent on nowadays land use.
Still, the possibility that they refer in a way, for example throughout their species
composition, to former land use — cemetery, cannot be profoundly ruled out.
Reconstruction of features of once existing tree stands can be based on analysis
of iconography and photography.

A figure presenting the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in
Lodz, completed 1768, shows trees around the church, probably maples and
poplars. In the figure there are 10 trees within a fence around the church, thus on
territory of the Assumption of the Blessed Mary Church cemetery (Grzegorczyk
2011). Other source of information may be a photography of Scheibler’s chapel
in the Old Cemetery. Photographies are accessible at City of Lodz Office page
(UML, Protestantyzm 2020). The photography was taken in 1896 by photographer
Bronistaw Wilkoszewski. It shows foreground and background of the chapel with
some area around it. The photography has been taken towards north-east. Trees
are visible in the background, to the right, farther to the east a tree stand is visible,
most probably belonging to the main avenue of the Old Cemetery. Assessment of
the species of trees doesn’t seem to be possible. To the left, behind the chapel there
is a tree, probably birch around 10 m high. There are bushes in the foreground.
There is also a photography of newly built Scheibler’s chapel, taken probably
in the same times. The photography has been take towards south-east. To the
right, behind the chapel there are visible leafy trees, several meters high. Taking
into account dimensions of the chapel, level from which the picture was taken
(roughly 5 m) and perspective, one can approximately estimate height of the trees
behind the chapel to the east. The height of the chapel is 37 m, it is 25 m long and
13,5 m wide. Considering the above the height of the trees, was most probably
around 10—15 m at the end of XIX century.
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5. Tree stands of cemeteries in vicinity of the Lodka River

Out of cemeteries in north-eastern, central and western part of Lodz the most
valuable as for its natural assets seems to be the Old Cemetery. The graveyard
is well known for its old trees and park-like setting. Some trees there are nature
monuments (Winnik 2005). Stands at Doty cemetery haven’t reached the
dimensions of those at Old Cemetery. Nonetheless some areas in Doty cemetery
are abundant in trees. Mania cemetery has different character from the Old
Cemetery. Trees there are dispersed, growing loosely among tombs; it is possible
to see the other end of the graveyard from the vicinity of main entrance. Regardless
of their sparsity, the trees of Mania cemetery are supposed to be remainders of
anterior forest (Cmentarze-lodz... 2017).

Research on tree stand of the Old Cemetery has been carried out by Winnik
(Winnik 2005). The subject of her study has been species diversity of trees and
bushes in the Evangelical and Orthodox parts of the Old Cemetery. She also
examined the origin of found species. The aim of her study was to present age
structure of tree-stands in the cemetery and to carry out inventory of trees and
bushes.(Winnik 2005).

A. Winnik started her research on dendroflora of The Old Cemetery on
20.03.2004. She found that dendroflora of the cemetery consists of 98 species.
The most frequently verified species were Acer platanoides, Thuja occidentalis,
Acer pseudoplatanus, Buxus sempervirens, Rosa sp., Hedera helix, Vinca minor.
11 trees have been taken under species protection, including 9 in evangelical part
and 2 in orthodox part (Winnik 2005).

A. Winnik stated that taking into account circumference at 1.3 m above ground
77 trees could be qualified to be a nature monument (Winnik 2005). Among
the trees there are 40 Norway maples (Acer platanoides L.), 13 horse chestnuts
(Aesculus hippocastanum L.), 7 black locusts (Robinia pseudoacacia L.), 5 ashes
(Fraxinus excelsior L.), 4 sycamores (Acer pseudoplatanus L.), 2 beeches (Fagus
sylvatica L.), 2 silver birches (Betula pendula 1.), 1 small-leaved lime (7ilia
cordata L.), 1 Crimean lime (7ilia x euchlora L.), 1 red horse chestnuts (4desculus
x carnea L.), 1 European white elm (Ulmus laevis L.).

A. Winnik posited considering the maple-beech-hornbeam avenue in eastern
part of Evangelical cemetery as a monument of nature (Winnik 2005). She
concluded occurrence of 4 tree specimens recognised as monuments of nature
within the avenue. What is more she found there 11 tree specimens qualified for
protection as nature monuments.

Three species of strict protection were concluded by A. Winnik on the area of
the cemetery (Winnik 2005). These were: Hedera helix, Lonicera periclynemum,
Vinca minor. There was also one species of partial protection — Taxus baccata.
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Research conducted in years 2016, 2017 confirms the value of stands at the
Old Cemetery found by A. Winnik (Winnik 2005). Trunk circumferences at
130 cm (TCs) of the measured trees in western part of Evangelical graveyard
exceed 400 cm. These were one specimen of Quercus robur, trunk circumference
at 130 cm (TC) 481 cm (Photo 2), two specimens of Acer platanoides, TC 401 cm,
485 cm (Photo 3).

Photo 2. Quercus robur in western part
of the Old Cemetery, TC 481 cm,
Jan 2017

Source: photo by T. Otocki.

Photo 3. Acer
platanoides in western
part of the Old
Cemetery, TC 401 cm
(the foreground),

TC 485 cm

(the background),

Jan 2017

Source: photo by
T. Otocki.
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What is more in south-western part of the cemetery there are other trees dis-
tinguishing themselves from other trees by their dimensions. There are two spe-
cimens of Acer platanoides, TC 388 cm and 250 cm in 2017. There is also one
specimen of Robinia pseudoacacia that reached TC of 340 cm the same year
(Photo 4).

The dimensions of these trees can be closely related to history of the area.
If the territory of nowadays cemetery was formed by fields belonging to 38 owners
it is possible that there were 37 to 39 balks. The oldest trees could grow there
before the inauguration of the cemetery. Circumferences of some tress in central
and south-western part of Evangelical cemetery suggest that these trees could be
over 170 years old. Taking into account table of trees sizes by L. Majdecki (Tabela
wiekowa drzew, 1980), the biggest oak in the western part of the Evangelical
Cemetery is about 333 years old.

Photo 4. Tree stand in central part of the Old Cemetery, autumn, 2" of Nov 2016
Source: photo by T. Otocki.

Dimensions of trees in the maple-beech-hornbeam avenue in Eastern part of
Evangelical cemetery, described by A. Winnik are diversified (Winnik 2005).
Research conducted by author of this paper in 2011 and 2017 shows some aspects
of this diversification (Table 1, Table 2, Fig. 3).
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Table 1. Trunk circumferences of trees in the main alley in the Old Cemetery in 2011*

Horse Com- Com- Com
Oak  chest Silver mon  Syca- Com- White mon Norway

Q) ot birch horn- more monash "  cedar maple
(Ah) (Bv) beam (Aps) (Fe)
(Cb)

Aot (o) et (ap)

287 177 201 133 140 100 157 41 269 67
189 181 141 162 335 159
203 366 164

377 182

184

185

212

256

264

269

276

278

291

293

308

339

* Abbreviations for names of the species are the same for Table 1 and Fig. 3. Figures in cm.

Table.2. Trunk circumferences of trees in the main alley in the Old Cemetery in 2017*

Com- C

Horse Silver mon  Syca- Com- Com- White om= Norway
Oak  chest- . mon mon
Q) ot birch horn- more mon ash Aspen cedar beech maple
(Bv) beam (Aps) (Fe) PN Toc) (Ap)
(Ah) (Pt) (Fs)
(Cb)
292 178 204 136 170 103 170 41 270 82
195 187 144 177 335 174
203 - 177

387 183
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Table 2. continued

Horse Caitr Com- Com-
Silver mon  Syca- Com- White Norway
Oak  chest- . mon mon
birch horn- more mon ash cedar maple

Q) (‘E}:) (Bv) lzan)a (Aps)  (Fe) A(Splﬁn (Toc) b(elfsc)h (Ap)

190

213

246

256

266

268

268

285

299

316

317

348

* Abbreviations for names of the species are the same for Table 2 and Fig. 3. Figures in cm.

A
cm
400 -
350 mar
300 mAh
250 Bv
ECb
200
W Aps
150
Fe
50 Toc
0 HFs
wA
1, 3 . P
= 5 v
6 7 a
8 g . gl <

& *rF

1243 =28
number of specimens ~ 1445 -k

Aps
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uar

3

Bv
Cb
Aps
Fe

mPt
Toc

uFs
mAp

8 B T o z
9 10 11 12"“"”1’-». __4‘1"-"("-; r|ﬂ £ l‘—; €=
number of specimens 13 12 15r-~>1_:1 =& 5 a
165 <

Key
Qr — Quercus sp. Fe — Fraxinus excelsior
Ah — Aesculus hippocastanum Pt — Populus tremula
Bv — Betula verrucosa Toc — Thuja occidentalis
Cb — Carpinus betulus Fs — Fagus sylvatica
Aps — Acer pseudoplatanus Ap — Acer platanoides

Fig. 3. Comparison of circuits of trees in the main alley in Evangelical part
of the Old Cemetery in Lodz in 2011 (A) and 2017 (B)

Source: own elaboration.

There are 9 specimens of Acer platanoides with TC above 250 cm, including
2 specimens with TC above 300 cm in 2011 and 3 in 2017. There are 2 specimens
of Fagus sylvatica, characterized by TC above 330 cm. One beech tree of the
diameters, present in 2011 was missing in 2016. Different pace of growth for
individual specimens of Acer platanoides is well indicated in Fig. 3B, compared
with Fig. 3A. There is one specimen that has TC close to 350 cm (TC 348 cm).
There is one Betula verrucosa with TC exceeding 200 cm. Quercus sp. specimen
is partly covered in remnants of cut off Hedera helix sprigs that influence its
circumference measurement, somewhat inflating it. Because of the dimensions
of the trees, the alley can be considered the main in the cemetery (Photo 5, 6).
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Photo 5. The main avenue
in the Old Cemetery,
Nov 2011

Source: photo by T. Otocki.

Photo 6. The main avenue
in the Old Cemetery,
Jan 2017

Source: photo by T. Otocki.

There is a parallel avenue at the cemetery, consisting of oaks (Quercus robur
or Quercus sessilis) (Photo 7). It is situated about 20 m to the west from the
maple-beech-hornbeam avenue. The value of TC for one of the trees in the oak
avenue was 226 cm. That was one of biggest trees in the alley. There are obvious
differences between the two avenues. There are at least 10 species in the main
alley and 2 in the oak alley. Trees grow in irregular distances from each other
and from the axis of the alley in case of the maple-beach-hornbeam alley and in
relatively regular distances in the oak alley. Two lines of trees are placed closer
to each other in case of the oak avenue. The trees are characterised by similar
dimensions, that suggests they were planted at the same time.

The biggest measured trees at Doty cemetery were 3 specimens of Acer plata-
noides with following TCs: 274 cm, 258 cm, 251 cm. Specimen of TC 258 was
partly covered by Hedera helix, what might slightly increase its TC. One measured
Tilia platyphyllos had TC totalling 245 cm. All of the trees were measured in
southern part of the cemetery, close to Telefoniczna street, along the main avenue.
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Trees measured at Mania cemetery belonged to more species, and had lower
TCs. Specimen of Quercus robur had TC amounting to 261 cm. Specimen of
Quercus rubra had TC totalling 247 cm. Tilia cordata was characterised by TC
of 188 cm and Picea abies by TC of 174 cm (Photo 8).

Photo 7. The oak avenue
in the Old Cemetery,
Jan 2017

Source: photo by T. Otocki.

Photo 8. Trees stands are

sparse at Mania cemetery,
Jan 2017

Source: photo by T. Otocki.

6. Discussion

The Old Cemetery is one of 3 cemeteries situated in the vicinity of Lodka River.
It is possible to present its placement, size and time of establishment in relation to
other cemeteries and the Lodka River (Fig. 1, 2).

It is very distinctive, that cemeteries established before 1821 were small. In
1808 Lodz had 434 residents. The fraction of Jewish in Lodz was rising (around
60 people after 1808), they were numerous enough to found their own cemetery
between Rybna, Bazarowa, Limanowskiego and Zachodnia street in 1811 (Wier-
cinska 2012). At the time there was a small tributary of the Lodzka river, nowa-
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days dried out. Shape of its valley is visible nowadays in grassy area between
Limanowskiego and Drewnowska street, to the north of Karskiego street. As it
was mentioned above Lodz in 1820 had 767 inhabitants. Two cemeteries weren’t
sufficient for burying the dead. In 1820 a new cemetery was founded, enlarged
in 1828, totalling then to 0,4 ha, probably 2 times bigger then the cemetery at
Plac Koscielny. Regardless of latter enlarging, the cemetery at Legionow street
couldn’t have been vast. The first Evangelical cemetery, functioning only 2 years
doesn’t change the overall picture. All the mentioned cemeteries were placed no
farther to north or south of Lodka River that 500 m and no farther than 500 m
to the west. The subsequent 3 cemeteries were placed not farther to the west or
east from the fort on the Lodka River than 2.5 km. As for the distance to south
or north of the river, the cemeteries are characterised by the same value (Fig. 1).
Regardless of manifold increase of cemeteries area they follow the same pattern
of distance from the Lodka River (Fig. 1, 2). The growth of distances to the west
or east after 1820 is derived from the growth of Lodz. It is possible to talk about
a group of cemeteries along the Lodka River probably because slopes of the river
were in agricultural use. Meridianal development of Lodz after 1820 might left
the Lodka valley undeveloped, making it a good area for foundation of consecu-
tive cemeteries.

The size of the cemeteries grew accordingly to number of residents of Lodz.
The first cemeteries along the L.odka river were decommissioned as too small,
also due to sanitary reasons. Area of the first cemeteries could range from 0.01 ha
or 0.04 ha at the beginning of XV century to 0.23 ha or 0.54 ha at the end of
XVI century, depending on burial plots density. Assuming that possible cemetery
at Gorka Plebanska (Grzegorczyk 2011) would be treated as one with the cemetery
around the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary church, the latter values are
more probable.

The Old Cemetery is characterised by rich tree stands. There are many old trees,
parts of the Evangelical cemetery are covered by canopy. Trees are twined with
ivy, what combined with dimensions of trees makes the cemetery exceptional. The
two other cemeteries — Doty cemetery and Mania cemetery aren’t that valuable as
for their stands. Trees there are smaller and there is fever of them. Value of stands
seems to depend more on age and history of the area of cemetery than on its size
(Fig. 1, 2).

Doty cemetery is actually a conglomerate of 7 cemeteries. The municipal
cemetery seems to be the most valuable as for its stands. The oldest trees are
placed at the maple avenues stretching across the cemetery (Photo 9).

Trees between tombs are smaller thus younger, although there are some old
trees among them.

Cumulative value of TCs for 3 biggest measured trees at the 3 cemeteries
seems to attest, that the older cemetery, the bigger trees. The cumulative value
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for the Old Cemetery (Evangelical part) is 1367 cm, for Doty (municipal part)
cemetery it is 783, for Mania cemetery it is 696. Years from foundation of the
cemeteries total respectively: 165, 124 and 105. To put it other way this is in
relative values 1.96:1.13:1 respectively for TCs and 1.57:1.18:1 respectively for
ages of cemeteries. This also confirms the value of stands of the Old Cemetery.

Photo 9. Main maple
avenue at Doty municipal
cemetery, April 2017

Source: photo by T. Otocki.

Accordingly to (Geoserwis, 2020) there are 5 trees that are monuments of nature
in the Evangelical Cemetery. One of them is most unusual dimensions is the oak
in western part of the cemetery. Accordingly to documentation (Dziennik
Urzedowy Wojewodztwa Lodzkiego, 1990) not later than in 1990 the biggest oak
in western part of the necropolis reached TC 375 cm. TC of the tree measured in
2011 was 465 cm, in 2016 482 c¢cm. That would mean an increase of BHT from
148 cm to 153 cm, that is by 5 cm in 5 years (2011-2016). Natural value of the
tree can be better depicted by comparison. The biggest tree enlisted by City of
Lodz Office is an oak in Zrodliska Park. It’s TC in 1996 was 475 cm, so it’s BHT
was then 151 cm.

There were at least 3 cemeteries preceding the Old Cemetery in Lodz. It is
difficult to determine whether if there were any stands and assess their value.
This is due to the fact the 3 cemeteries are decommissioned. An attempt of
determination the size of the cemeteries was undertaken with overall approach,
that the bigger cemetery, the higher probability of existence of tree stand within
a cemetery. Due to some inconsistencies in data, possible size of cemeteries ranged
significantly. Nevertheless the cemeteries had to be relatively small (around 0,25 ha
or less), mainly due to small number of inhabitants of pre-industrial Lodz. Thus
probability of existence of tree stands on them is low. Trees were probably treated
as a source of firewood and it was only sacred character of a cemetery that would
reduce felling.
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Both iconographical and photographical sources are valuable as for information
about former tree stands of cemeteries. They allow to gain knowledge on presen-
ce of tree stand in a cemetery. This concerns both existing and decommissioned
cemeteries. Depending on trustworthiness of iconography and quality of photograp-
hy it is possible to assess height, placement and species composition of tree stands.

There is also question of relation of density of burial plots to abundance of
trees in a particular cemetery. An idea that the lower density of burial places
means higher chance of developing tree stand seems to be obvious. The question
to be answered is, what is the level of density at which chances for development
of tree stands of natural value get higher? This can be done with respect to
collection of data concerning the most valuable trees of particular cemeteries.

The density of burial plots in the Old Cemetery (Evangelical part) is
variable for its different parts, let arbitrary choose the middle of retrieved data
for density which is 2631/ha. For Doty (Catholic part) cemetery it is 5781/ha,
for Mania cemetery it is 2752 ha. The above data presented in relative values is
respectively 0.95:2.1:1. Overall density of burial plots seems to correspond with
the value of tree stands, taking into account that tree stand at the municipal part
of Doty cemetery are older and more numerous and more valuable to those at
the catholic part of the cemetery. Nonetheless the Evangelical Part of the Old
cemetery characterised by valuable trees has got the lowest density of burial plots.
Taking into account the quarters with the lowest density within the cemetery,
placed to south and south-west and east of Scheibler’s chapel the relative values
are 0.19:2.1:1. This shows that loosely growing between tombs, valuable tree
stands may develop when density of burial places is 5 times lower than typical
for Lodz’s cemeteries. If the underlying data is average density for investigated
Lodz cemeteries (3993/ha), the outcome will be more significant. Let average
density 3993/ha = 1. Then relative values for the quarters, the two cemeteries
and the average are: 0.13:1,45:0,68:1. This means development of loose group
of old, valuable trees would be possible if density of burial places is close to
8 times lower than the average. The above calculations depend on reliability
of data obtained from cemetery offices. Discrepancies of data may depend on
different ways of collecting data. Also former ways of demarcating the plots may
influence the number of tombs on particular area. As conducted interview show
practices of joining adjacent tombs belonging to one family, lower size of burial
places for children, reduction of spacing between the tombs, presence of mass
graves can lead to difficulties with quoting fully reliable data on number of burial
places in a cemetery. Catholic cemeteries in Lodz has got highest burial places
densities and lowest qualities of tree stands, as most of funerals of inhabitants
takes place there. Relation between burial places density and value of tree stands
would require further investigation.
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The comparison of the outcome of TCs measured at the Old Cemetery in 2011
and 2017 presents pace of growth of the trees. The increase of TCs is different for
each tree, in some cases it wasn’t measured. A tree may not grow because of its
health status. The same TC after 6 years may be also a as measurement error as it
can reach about 3 cm in case of old trees. The growth of trees in the main avenue
of the Old Cemetery ranges from 0 to 34. 2 negative growth of Acer platanoides
are most probably TC reading error. Still it might happen that bark of the tree has
been reduced. Trees may be used for tacking notices on them. Medium value of
TC growth is 9.3 cm for all the trees of the main avenue and 12,4 cm for Acer
platanoides specimens in that alley. The ongoing growth of the trees underlines
their value. They have reached impressive trunk circumferences and they are
gradually reaching primeval dimensions.

On-site verification shows that contemporary relation of some individuals to
natural values of the cemeteries is far from being appropriate. Shoots and trunks
of old ivies are being cut down, especially in the central part of the Evangelical

cemetery. The biggest flowering ivy specimens should be protected as nature
monuments.
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Photo 10. Cut down trunks and shoots of ivy on a trunk of tree
in central part of the Old Cemetery

Source: photo by T. Otocki.

Extensive crown lifting of many trees takes place, especially at Catholic part
of the cemetery. This is highly reprehensible, as this activity harms the trees,
especially because of leaving big wounds and reducing foliage area. Besides



26 Tomasz Otocki

it rises centre of gravity of a given tree. Functions of avenues, such as wind
protection and shading are reduced by high pruning. Avenue trees irremediably
lost their habits.

7. Conclusion

The density of burial plots in contemporary cemeteries taken into account differ.
The quotient of the highest to lowest density equals 2.1 (5781/ha/2752/ha).

The cemeteries existing before 1821 were relatively small and are now
decommissioned. The cemeteries created after 1820 along Lodka River were
about 100 times bigger as for their area and trees there were treated as integral
part of the cemetery.

Determination of old cemeteries tree stands demand further research. None-
theless presence and species composition for one case have been stated on
basis of iconographic source. Analysis of the source leads to conclusion, that
tree stand was to underline separateness of a graveyard. The presence of trees
placed around the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in Lodz in
1768 accented also individuality of sacred character of the church compound.
Analysis of photographic sources depicting the Old Cemetery in 1896 show
presence of tree stand of the main alley and height of tree stand exceeding 10 m.

Probability of valuable tree stands development depends on density of burial
plots. The density that is 5 to 8 times lower than average allows formation of
valuable tree stands. At higher densities tree stands can be present in form
of avenues.

The most valuable tree stand is present at the Old Cemetery. The biggest
maple Acer platanoides reached there TC totalling 485 cm and the biggest
oak Quercus robur had TC of 481 cm. There are two valuable avenues at the
cemetery. The eastern the maple-beech- hornbeam avenue and more central
oak avenue have many trees with TCs above 220 cm. Tree stands of Doty and
Mania cemeteries are less imposing, although there are trees exceeding TCs of
200 cm. It is worth mentioning that in recognition of the weight of Old Cemetery
all its three parts were listed to national register of historic monuments in 1980
(Narodowy Instytut Dziedzictwa... 2017). What is more, 35 years later, in 2015,
the cemetery has been recognized as a Polish historical monument (Niektore
todzkie zabytki... 2017).

Measured growth of the Old Cemetery tree stand confirms its value. It
reached distinguishing dimensions and continues to grow.

The main the maple-beech-hornbeam avenue in the Old Cemetery should be
protected as nature monument. The same applies to the oak avenue farther to the
west and group of trees in south-western part of the cemetery.
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The group of cemeteries along the Lodka River — both decommissioned
and existing follow similar pattern of distribution. The only factor deciding on
moving away the places of foundation of the cemeteries to east or west from old
city centre is growth of the city.
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CHILDREN’S PERCEPTIONS OF LOCAL RELIGIOUS
SITES IN RURAL CENTRAL EUROPE: CASE STUDIES
IN THE CZECH-POLISH AND POLISH-SLOVAK
BORDERLAND'

Abstract: This study focuses on the local identities of children living in rural towns of
Czechia, Poland and Slovakia. Cognitive maps, drawn by elementary school students
in geographically proximate municipalities near international borders, provide a means
of investigating the significance of local religious sites in the minds of young people. This
research successfully examines everyday interactions between the subjects and their local
landscape. It seeks to highlight religious elements of local identities.

The methods employed in this research present a more humanistic and qualitative
approach, shedding light on the daily experiences of children in rural settings. Recognizing
the inclusion and even the placement and artistic details of a religious site in a child-drawn
map is a powerful way to move research “beyond the ‘officially sacred’”. The methods
also allow for a blending of both passive — including a religious site in a cognitive map
— and active — ranking a religious site among the top three important places — declarations
of a religious element within local, territorial identity.

This study demonstrates how children use elements of the local religious landscape in
constructing and re-constructing their community identity. The two Slovak municipalities
showed the greatest affinity for religious elements among the expressions of local identity
(children’s cognitive maps). Poland’s municipalities ranked in the middle and the two
Czech municipalities scored lowest in terms of religious sites being considered important
to the research participants.

Keywords: children’s perceptions, religious sites, rural Central Europe, religious identity.

1. Introduction

Local territorial identities are an important facet of community life. Humans
tend to acquire a sense of belonging and pride from familiar surroundings and
familiar faces. Among other things, people often recognize visual elements of the

' This work was supported by the (Grant Agency of the Czech Republic) under Grant
(number 17-08370S).
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local landscape as symbols of their community. Such symbols could be physical
landforms — mountains or interesting rock formations — or prominent man-made
structures — buildings or infrastructure.

Religious structures, in particular, can be a culturally significant element of
the landscapes that contribute to local territorial identities. Religion has long been
an important dimension of Central Europe’s cultural traditions. And while its
role and overall significance appears to be shifting due to broad societal changes
(Wilford 2010), religion continues to serve as a component of local, regional and
even national identities (Reeves 2015).

This study focuses on the importance that young people ascribe to religious
sites in their own community. We explore two model regions and compare
similar, rural towns on both sides of the borders between Czechia and Poland and
between Slovakia and Poland. Relying on cognitive maps drawn by students in
the fourth and eighth grade levels (10 to 14 years), we determine whether religious
structures appear in the children’s maps and what relative importance is attributed
to such structures. Student created maps enable us to explore the degree to which
international borders and religious and cultural differences among Czech, Polish
and Slovak societies are reflected in the children’s perceptions.

We chose to focus this study of local religious identity on young people for
two reasons. The first was accessibility. Through schools it is possible to access
and conduct research with groups of children that fairly accurately represent the
communities in which the schools are located. The second was our desire to view
local communities through the minds of their inheritors — the rising generation.
Children seem to be less conditioned or inhibited by social norms (Hemming,
Madge 2011). Their responses provide clearer insights into present conditions as
well as the immediate future of local identities for the communities studied.

We seek to answer the following questions concerning religious sites in local
communities.

— Do traditionally important religious sites have meaning for today’s children?
— Do perceptions of religious sites differ noticeably among children living in
different model areas and on different sides of international borders?

2. The role of post-secularism and religious identity in the perception
of sacred sites

A number of recent studies focus on religious affiliation but fail to explore other
dimensions of religiosity and religious identity. Post-secular society has experi-
enced a transformation of religious identity accompanied by a general increase in
the significance of religion and religious identities (Hammond 1988; King 2003).
People are now more likely to declare their faith and religious organizations have
become an integral part of the public square as well as its emerging virtual and
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digital spaces. Furthermore, religion continues to play a significant role in the
lives of many individuals, with religious services still accompanying important
life transitions. Religion has acquired more influence in the daily lives of its
practitioners and impacts their spatial behaviour, decision making, and their
motivations (Klingorova 2016). Because religion now enjoys a greater amount of
respect that it did just a few years ago in more strictly secular societies, believers
find it easier to express their identity in public. This is sometimes described as
a greater institutionalisation of religious life (Wilford 2010). Post-secularism also
transforms the various forms in which religious identity depends on secular public
institutions and alters its relationship with the democratic public sphere.

The religious landscapes of Europe, as a whole, and of Czechia, Poland
and Slovakia have become significantly more diverse (Havlicek 2014) due
to immigration, the decline of traditional churches and the growth of smaller,
predominantly Christian communities and new religious movements. The
presence of new religious communities can be seen in the emergence of new,
often visually distinct, places of worship which transform urban space. Large
cities tend to be more secularised and their religions more diversified than rural
areas (due to a more liberal atmosphere, rationalisation, less social control, more
options for leisure activities, more personal approaches to spirituality — Chromy,
Jancak, Marada, Havli¢ek 2011; Potan¢okova, Berghammer 2015). Moreover,
the religious landscape of Czechia, Slovakia and Poland is in many ways unique
(Oc¢ovsky 1995; Bilska-Wodecka 2006; Havli¢ek, Hupkova 2008), at least in
a European context. The religious dimension of this region’s landscapes and
societies has been significantly altered by communist regimes which sought to
remove religious expression from public life. After 1989, religion has regained
significance within Czech, Slovak, and Polish societies. This resurgence has been
accompanied increased heterogeneity (Bilska-Wodecka 2005; Havli¢ek, Hupkova
2008; Havlicek, Hupkova, Smrzova 2009; Havlicek, Klingorova 2018; Zachar
Podolinska, Tizik, Majo 2019). Along with the rest of Central and Eastern Europe,
these three countries experienced a revival of religious life (Henkel 2014), which
has found expressions in the religious landscape (not only) through the emergence
of new sacral structures (Havlicek, Hupkova 2013; Havlicek, Klingorova 2018).

Despite noticeable influences from Christian culture and tradition, Czech
society remains predominantly secular. Comparative international studies help
to illustrate this point. Special Eurobarometer 225, compiled by the European
Union in 2005, posed the question: “Which of the following statements comes
closest to your beliefs?” While 80% of those questioned in Poland selected the
statement “I believe there is a God,” only 19% of Czech respondents and 61%
of Slovak respondents professed a belief in God. A more recent study, the Global
Religious Landscape (Pew Research Center 2012), published a measure of people
unaffiliated with any religion for the three countries in this study. Czechia was
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quite high in this measure at 76% (Hamplova (2013) describes an even higher
percentage — 79.3 — claiming no affiliation to institutionalized religion). In
contrast, 14% of Slovak respondents and a mere 6% of Polish participants claimed
no religious affiliation. Czechia does however contain regions — primarily rural
areas — where the percentage of Christians (Catholics, Protestants) remains high
(Havlicek, Hupkova 2008). Similarly, rural areas in Poland and Slovakia tend to
show greater affinity for traditional Christianity.

These vast differences at the country level are likely indicative of significant
regional differentiation in religious landscapes and the way that such landscapes are
experienced and perceived. These possible differences along with curiosity regarding
the aforementioned aspects of post-secularism led us to conduct research into young
people’s perceptions in rural border regions of Czechia, Poland and Slovakia.

3. Methods

It is difficult to ascertain how people really feel about their everyday surroundings
and any attempt to measure such feelings and impressions presents additional
uncertainties. In such a situation, it is best for researchers to proceed with
a carefully defined method and then allow the method to shed what light it can
on the research questions. Drawing on other studies using cognitive maps (Ellard
2015), we developed a method that can be effectively used to gather information
on the places that people consider important in a locality they are familiar with.
This method can be used to explore a wide variety of topical interests and various
subsets of communities. In this case, the method focuses on children’s views of
religious structures in carefully selected towns.

To gather information on children’s perceptions of their hometowns, we
visited elementary schools and collected cognitive maps from fourth and eighth
grade children. Initially, we had intended to use age as a different avenue for
comparing results. However, due to limitations in the responses collected, age-
-based comparison is not feasible with this particular study.

We gave each student a blank sheet of white paper. Next, we — or the classroom
teacher — gave students the following instructions.

1. Draw a map of your hometown that shows places that are important to you.
2. After your map is drawn, add numbers next to your important places. Place

a number one by the most important, two for the second most important, efc.
3. Label your important places, either directly on the map or in a numbered list.

Tell what the place is and why it is important to you.

Beyond the prepared instructions, a researcher or teacher must not give more
information or examples, to minimize any influence — even unintentional influence
— that additional examples could provide. This can be difficult, particularly with
young children, but there is great value in being consistent and impartial. In
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the elementary school setting, we found it very helpful to talk with the teacher
beforehand to explain the instructions and the need to avoid providing examples
or otherwise directing students’ thoughts and preferences.

We discovered several instances where students that sat next to or near one
another produced remarkably similar maps. It was apparent that one or both
students took inspiration from their neighbor’s map. We did not design the study
in a way to effectively avoid this. We did consistently encourage students to
submit their own work, reminding them that there were no wrong ways to create
their own maps.

4. Selection of study sites

This study focuses on six communities in two distinct model areas as depicted in
Figure 2. As the intent of the study is to explore perceptions regarding religious
sites and to make cross-border comparisons of these perceptions, the defined
model areas and selected communities had to match certain criteria. Within the
model areas, we sought out communities that were similar in population and
that were geographically proximate, but which represented opposite sides of an
international border. Moreover, we intentionally picked settlements that were
home to significant religious sites.

The case study in the Czech-Polish borderland includes three towns — two
Czech and one Polish — in the Neisse-Nisa-Nysa Euroregion, a recognized region
for cross-border cooperation among Czechia, Germany and Poland. The towns
have similar populations (see Table 1 below) and each has a regionally significant
religious site. We refer to this model area as Karpacz, the name of the largest of
the three towns.

Ladomirova has the largest population of the case study in the Polish-Slovak
borderland and thereby earns the distinction of being its namesake. This area
includes two villages from eastern Slovakia and a third from across the border in
Poland. Churches found in the Slovak villages are part of a UNESCO heritage site
describing old wooden churches that have been carefully preserved. The nearby
Polish village of Tylawa is similar in size and has its own prominent Catholic
church. In comparison to the Karpacz area, Ladomirova has much smaller
populations and is significantly farther to the East (Fig. 1).

The small and rural nature of the towns we conducted research in created
some difficulties. We were limited in where we could conduct research by the
presence or absence of elementary schools. Yet, even the presence of a school
was not an assurance that it would include both fourth and eighth grade classes.
Ladomirova only has grades one through five in its school while the school we
visited in Tylawa only has higher elementary grades. As in other rural areas, many
students commute to the selected elementary schools from the surrounding area.
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Czechia

Fig. 1. Location of communities included in the study

Source: authors.

Some student maps do not describe the target community, as we had envisioned it,
but instead portray a different nearby settlement.

In the end, we decided to use all the maps we received from the six elementary
schools, regardless of whether they depicted one of the selected communities or
another village that happens to send students to the same school. From what we
could ascertain, these additional villages include their own religious structures and
the students had similar choices about what to include or exclude from their maps.

5. Determining a score

To compare the various communities with one another, we developed a score that
accounts for all religious sites depicted on student maps and includes multipliers
for any religious sites ranked in the top three “most important” places. The score
includes two simple counts, one describing all maps that depict a religious structure
and one describing all maps that rank a religious structure — with any number
— as an important place. All maps that have a religious structure labelled as the
number one important place are counted and multiplied by three. Maps ranking
areligious structure at number two are counted and multiplied by two, while those
ranking a religious structure with number three are counted and multiplied by
one. These various counts and multipliers are added together for a given town
and then divided by the total number of maps collected in that town. Expressed as
a formula the score looks like this:

maps depicting RS + maps ranking RS + (3* no. of 1* rankings) + (2* no. of 2" rankings) + no. of 3" rankings

SCORE = -
Total maps in group

The score is set up in such a way as to account for maps that depict religious
structures without ranking them as important as well as maps with any ranking
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assigned to religious structures, regardless of whether this ranking is within the
top three. Maps with religious structures ranked among the top three important
places are counted and multiplied again to reflect the added significance that their
creators have attributed to a religious site.

The same maps can be counted multiple times in the formula. For example,
a map in which a religious structure is ranked with number one as an important
place will be counted three different times — once as a map depicting a religious
structure, once as a map ranking a religious structure and once as a map ranking
a religious structure with number one — with the last of these being multiplied by
three. Such a map would receive a score of five points that could then be averaged
with others to describe a population sample.

We had a few cases, in which the same map had multiple religious structures
ranked among the top three important places. These maps were only counted
once in the depicting and ranking counts, but they did receive additional points in
multipliers for first, second or third rankings. In theory, a single map could bring
as many as eight points into the calculation of a group average score. The highest
we observed was six points from a single map (religious structures ranked first
and third).

The research described herein faces a number of imperfections. The populations
and their representative samples are not equivalent; in some cases, they are not
even close. The towns and villages differ from one another, as do their respective
religious sites. The instructions were not always delivered in precisely the same
way and students did not always work independently to complete their own
cognitive maps. In spite of all this, we are pleased with the outcome and feel that
the resulting student maps provide many insights into children’s perceptions of
their local landscapes.

6. Findings

Table 1 shows the six communities that were included in the study, two each from
Czechia, Poland and Slovakia. The table depicts the division into the model areas
of Karpacz and Ladomirova. It also describes the population — from the 2011
census, the number of maps we collected and analyzed (sample size), and the
average score for each community.

Data on the populations of the six communities shed light on how the two
model areas differ from one another. The three communities in the Karpacz group
have populations in the thousands and are officially classified as towns. Krajna
Pol'ana and Ladomirova are the primary population centers of their respective
municipalities (they are not towns), while Tylawa is merely a village within the
larger Dukla municipality. The three villages are quite small, particularly Tylawa
and Krajna Polana.
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Table 1. Comparison of the six studied communities

Case study S . . Sample
arca Country  Municipality/village Population size Score
Covehi Hejnice 2696 68 1.059
-Poli zechia
Czech-Polish Jablonné v Podjestédi 3754 63 0.556
borderland
Karpacz 5026 30 1.6
Poland
Tylawa 381 15 1.667
Polish-Slovak Krajné Pol'ana 213 2 2.955
borderland Slovakia
Ladomirova 991 10 3.0

Source: all populations are from the respective 2011 national censuses.

Sample sizes for the various communities differ substantially. As mentioned
above, the school we visited in Tylawa did not have fourth grade students, while
Ladomirova’s elementary school has fourth grade but not eighth grade. The study
would have benefitted from greater attention to the availability of students in the
desired grade levels and stricter expectations concerning sample size.

All communities in the Karpacz group show lower scores than those in the
Ladomirova group. The larger populations in the Karpacz area help to explain this,
as there is simply a greater variety of things that could be included in student maps
and labelled as important. We discuss this in greater detail below (see Table 2).

Considering the larger region of Central Europe, there is a general trend of
increasing religiosity from west to east (Tomka 2005). This also aids in explaining
the higher scores found in the populations in the Ladomirova group as they are
located significantly farther east (see Figure 1). However, the very small difference
between the scores for the two Polish communities, despite the geographical
distance that separates them, seems to go against the notion of a west-east gradient.

In terms of comparing the three national societies, both scores from Slovakia
are higher than the scores from Poland, which in turn are higher than those
in Czechia (see Table 1). Slovak children appear more inclined to declare the
importance of religious sites in their own community than those in Poland or
Czechia, while the Czech children appear quite secular in comparison. These
findings are in line with other recent studies of territorial identities in this area, in
which Slovakia showed the highest level of religious identity followed by Poland
and then by Czechia (Reeves 2015).

To further understand patterns in the ways children viewed their own com-
munity and the types of places important to them, we examined the top six
important places from each map and placed these into categories. Not surprisingly,
“my own home” was the most frequent category, appearing on almost every map.
Other popular categories include friends’ or relatives’ home, recreation (parks,
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playgrounds) and natural landmarks. Table 2 shows how many maps from each
population show a religious site labelled as the first, second or third most important
place. In contrast, it also has a count of commercial, public and cultural sites
ranked in any of the top three spots. This count includes several more narrowly
defined categories: public services (police stations, post offices, municipal
offices), retail, cultural (movie theaters, pubs) and some recreational opportunities
—1i.e. not parks and playgrounds, but ski slopes, gyms and swimming pools. All of
these counts are shown both as raw numbers from the various community samples
as well as normalized ratios (number/sample size) that are comparable across the
six communities.

The Karpacz group has higher ratios for the commercial, public and cultural
sites and, apart from Karpacz’s second and third rankings, much lower ratios for
religious sites. This information corroborates the idea that the larger towns of the
Karpacz model area provide a wider variety of places for children to select as their
important places. The villages of the Ladomirova group tend to have much higher
ratios in the religious site rankings.

With its row of totals at the bottom, Table 2 presents an opportunity to make
comparisons against the entire collection of maps from these six communities.
Ratios from any of the six communities can be easily compared with the overall
ratio. It is clear from this data, for example, that Karpacz is above average in terms
of maps ranking a religious site as second or third most important. The overall
numbers show that maps ranking a religious site in the third most important slot (23)
are slightly more common than those awarding a second rank (20), while religious
sites depicted as the most important place are quite rare (11 from 208 total maps).

Table 2. Details of high-ranking religious sites and commercial, public and cultural sites
by community

Religious sites Commercial,

public and
Municipalty/village 1+ rankings 2™ rankings  3"rankings  cultural sites
no. ratio no. ratio  no. ratio no. ratio
Hejnice 3 0.044 2 0.029 5  0.074 55 0.809
Jablonné v Podjestédi 1 0.016 3 0.048 1 0.016 32 0.508
Karpacz 1 0.033 3 0.100 6 0200 27 0.900
Tylawa 0 0 4 0.267 0 0 5 0.333
Krajna Pol'ana 3 0.136 6 0.273 9 0409 9 0.409
Ladomirova 3 0.300 2 0.200 2 0.200 5 0.500
Totals 11 0053 20 0.096 23 0.111 133 0.639

Source: authors’ calculations.
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7. Qualitative findings

Cognitive maps collected in this way have great potential for qualitative research.
Many inferences can be made from the way things are depicted and arranged on
a map that is drawn by a research participant on a blank piece of paper.

This first map, from a fourth-grade student in Hejnice and presented as Figure 2,
seems to place important things closer to the middle. “My home” [mUj domov]
is drawn near the center with great detail. The church [kostel] is also near the
center of the map and labelled as the third most important place, behind home
and school. We were impressed with the detail that many students used to depict
the sacral landscapes that we were interested in seeing in their maps. The Kostel
Navstiveni Panny Marie [Church of the Visitation of the Virgin Mary] in Hejnice
has three towers and three doors as depicted in Figure 2. The colored half circle
and the faintly drawn character above the center doors depict a recessed statue of
the Virgin Mary and infant Jesus. Figure 3 provides an actual photograph of this
church for comparison.

HFINIcF

Fig. 2. Fourth-grade student in Hejnice
Translation: 1. mij domov — my home, 2. §kola — school, 3. kostel — church, 4. babi¢ka
— grandmotbher, 5. les — forest. List in the lower right: 1. It is my home; 2. It is my school;
3. It is our church; 4. It is my grandmother’s home; 5. It is the forest
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Fig. 3. Photograph of the Church of the
Visitation of the Virgin Mary in Hejnice
Source: Wikimedia Commons, Public
Domain

The two distinct age groups involved in this study presented some interesting
overall differences. It seems that fourth-grade students, in general, are not yet
accustomed to the spatial organizations commonly present in published maps.
They had a more difficult time arranging things spatially or depicting places and
items to scale. Maps from eighth-grade students often looked much more like
a traditional map, including street networks and a notion of scale (see Figure 4).

Figure 4 presents a map from an eighth-grade student in Karpacz. This map
includes a street network and a number of different types of pathways. These
appear to be sidewalks and stairways. Although this map’s author has not marked
a religious site as one of her/his important places, a church is depicted on the map
—1in the lower left with a cross on its triangular shaped steeple.

The next example of a map, Figure 5, is from an eighth-grade student in Krajna
Pol’ana. This particular map, however, does not depict Krajnd Pol'ana, but rather
the nearby village of Hunkovce. The student demonstrates careful attention to
detail in both the wooden church and the German cemetery, two elements of
the village’s sacral landscape. The actual wooden church in Hunkovce, Chrdam
Ochrany Presvdtej Bohorodicky [Church of the Protection of the Mother of God],
has an exterior that is divided into three distint sections just as it is on this map.
The German cemetery is the burial place for many German soldiers that lost their
lives in the Battle of Dukla Pass in 1944. The tombstones all have a cross shape.
The cemetery also contains a large cross monument and an abundance of rock
masonry. These various elements are apparent in Figure 5.
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Fig. 4. Eighth-grade student from Karpacz
Translation: I. skocznia — ski jump, II. Jamnik — name for a store, III. szkola — school,
IV. Orlik — sports field(?), V. Park. Text to the right of numbered list: Places important
for me are those where I enjoy meeting with friends/acquaintances
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Fig. 5. Eighth-grade student in Krajna Pol'ana
Translation: 1. moj dom — my house, 2. Dreveni kostol — wooden church, 3. Thrisko
— playing field, 4. Nemecky cintorin — German cemetery. Additional text: Najhlavnejsa
moja rodina — most important is my family
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Some participants in the study expended more effort to explain why places
depicted on their maps were important to them. The map shown in Figure 6,
for example, from a student in Tylawa, had detailed statements describing
the significance of each of the numbered sites. Next to number two it reads,
“The church, because I go there on Sunday with my family to pray.” The
combination of a visual depiction of the church, drawn from memory, that depicts
details of its architecture and a statement explaining the student’s practice of
regularly going to the church to pray make a powerful statement concerning this
sacral landscape in the eyes of one beholder.

Y24 X

Fig. 6. Eighth-grade student from Tylawa
Translation of legend: droga — roadway, ko$ciot — church, domy — houses, las — forest,
ptot — fence, mostek — bridge

The final map that we include — Figure 7 — is from a fourth-grade student
in Ladomirova. It shows more of the landscape-oriented scenery that typifies
the fourth-grade maps. The student’s three important places are, in order of
importance, the church, home and nature. This map looks quite impressive in
colour, with its flowers, butterflies, mushrooms and fruit trees. The church
in Ladomirova, Chram svitého Michala [Church of St. Michael the Archangel],
has a large and distinct bell tower that stands as a separate structure next to the
actual church building. This explains the dual structure near the label kostol
[church] and yet again demonstrates the significance of sacral landscapes to
children within the respective local communities.
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Fig. 7. Fourth-grade student from Ladomirova
Translation: kostol — church, dom — house, priroda — nature

8. Conclusion

We structured this research study around two questions that we can now answer.
First, do traditionally important religious sites have meaning for today’s children?
Yes, the inclusion of traditional religious sites on many of observed maps, even
without being labelled as important, demonstrates the meaning that these sites
have for children in a post-secular age. This particular study focuses on rural areas
where the impacts of secularism and post-secularism are less evident. Using the
same methods to research children’s perceptions in urban areas of Central Europe
would be an excellent follow-up to this research.

The second research question: Do perceptions of religious sites differ
noticeably among children living in different model areas and on different sides
of international borders? The study provides evidence to say that yes, perceptions
of local religious sites are different both in the two distinct model areas and in
the three countries of the study. Differences were also apparent among the three
countries, with the Slovak communities showing the highest affinity for their
religious sites, followed by Poland and then Czechia. We should point out here
the potential fallacy in comparing these results directly to one another. Every
village and town is unique in myriad ways, as are the children that inhabit said
villages and towns. So, while comparing the results for similar-sized towns within
proximate areas is insightful, it should not be interpreted in the same way as hard
scientific data.
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The methods used in this study have great potential for a wide variety of
additional studies. This research focused on children’s perceptions of religious
sites. Any number of topics beyond religion could be examined in much the
same way; retail centers, recreational opportunities or natural landmarks, to name
a few. Different age groups or other segments of a population could also be targeted
and/or compared one with another.

After viewing several of these student-created cognitive maps, it becomes
clear that they are communicating a great deal of information regarding local
territorial identity. Accurate portrayals of unique details of local sacral landscapes
demonstrate that children are, in many cases, utilizing religious sites as building
blocks of their own community identity. In addition, numerically ordered
indications of the importance of specific locations depicted on their maps provide
children another avenue to express preferences and describe their own hometown.
Many children singled out churches and cemeteries as important places within
their hometowns.
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POSTRZEGANIE PRZEZ DZIECI MIEJSC KULTU RELIGIJNEGO
NA TERENACH WIEJSKICH EUROPY SRODKOWEJ:
STUDIA PRZYPADKOW NA POGRANICZU
CZESKO-POLSKIM I POLSKO-SLOWACKIM

Zarys treSci: Niniejsze opracowanie koncentruje si¢ na badaniu lokalnej tozsamo$ci
dzieci mieszkajacych w matych miastach na pograniczu Czech, Polski i Stowacji. Mapy
poznawcze, sporzadzane przez uczniéw szkét podstawowych w gminach potozonych
w poblizu granic panstwowych, pozwalajg zbada¢ znaczenie lokalnych miejsc kultu reli-
gijnego w umystach mtodych ludzi. Badanie to z powodzeniem analizuje codzienne inter-
akcje migedzy badanymi a ich lokalnym krajobrazem. Ma na celu podkreslenie religijnych
elementow tozsamosci lokalne;j.

Metody zastosowane w badaniach prezentuja bardziej humanistyczne i jako$ciowe po-
dejscie, rzucajac $wiatlo na codzienne doswiadczenia dzieci mieszkajacych na wsi. Mapy
szczegolowej lokalizacji miejsc kultu religijnego szkicowane przez dzieci s3 doskonatym
narz¢dziem na przeniesienie badan poza sferg ,,oficjalnie sakralng”. Metody te pozwala-
ja rowniez na wymieszanie na mapie elementéw zaré6wno pasywnych (miejsca sakralne
na mapie poznawczej), jak i aktywnych, zaliczajacych dany obiekt religijny do trzech
najwazniejszych preferencji elementdéw religijnych, w ramach lokalnej tozsamosci tery-
torialne;j.

Niniejsze badanie pokazuje, w jaki sposob dzieci wykorzystuja elementy lokalnego
krajobrazu religijnego do konstruowania i rekonstruowania tozsamosci spolecznej. Dwie
stowackie gminy wykazaty najwicksza sympati¢ do elementdw religijnych. Polskie gminy
uplasowaly si¢ posrodku, a dwie czeskie gminy uzyskaly najnizsze oceny pod wzgledem
miejsc kultu religijnego uznanych za wazne dla uczestnikéw badania.

Stowa kluczowe: percepcja dzieci, miejsca kultu religijnego, obszary wiejskie Europy
Srodkowej, tozsamos¢ religijna.
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NEGOTIATIONS, EXPROPRIATION AND COMPENSATION
FOR ESTABLISHING CEMETERIES IN POLAND
AN OVERVIEW OF THE SUBJECT MATTER

Abstract: The subject matter of this work is the functioning of a specific market of
undeveloped real estate intended for cemeteries. There is a need in Poland not only to
expand the existing cemeteries but also to establish new ones. However, such investments
are successfully made only in a few gminas, not to mention big cities, where they seem
even harder to be carried out. The aim of this article is to outline the issues of negotiations,
expropriation and compensation in the process of investment implementation in Poland.
In the negotiation process between a gmina (commune) and a private entity, carried out for
the purchase of land intended for cemeteries, it has been proved that the gmina must assume
the cost of the investment at approximately 55% of the purchase price of land intended
for single-family housing on a given local market. Additionally, the author indicates the
limitations associated with the location of investments in local spatial development plans
as well as the limitations in terms of conducting effective negotiations for purchasing land
intended for cemeteries by means of an agreement. The main problem indicated in the
work is the location damage (suffered or not), which has largely contributed to blocking
the contractual purchase of land and substantially complicates and delays termination
of the expropriation procedure.

Keywords: expropriation, compensation, cemeteries, Poland.

1. Introduction

Cemeteries are not only places of burial of the deceased, but also places of
meditation and reflection on varied cultural aspects as well as natural, architectural
and scenic values (NIK 2016: 5). These places are reserved for the burial of the
dead, regardless of the legal status, owner/manager or the size of the area, and
include elements of greenery (GUS 2015). The indicated fundamental aim of the
functioning of a cemetery is associated with the religious function of this place
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in Poland. Apart from this, cemeteries in Europe begin to fulfil the need of local
communities, in particular in big cities, to have access to large public spaces serving
as places of reflection, contemplation, inspiration, relaxation, places where people
can walk to work, to a bus stop or to other public services, and even as places
of mutual social and intercultural relations (Cf. Deering 2010; Nita et al. 2014;
Swensen et al. 2016; Woodthorpe 2011).

Research on cemeteries has been conducted mainly by historians (e.g. Skto-
dowski 2013), geographers (e.g. Klima 2011; Wiercinska 2012; Tobiasz-Lis
2016), sociologists (e.g. Herman 2010), urbanists (e.g. Bennett, Davies 2015;
Coutts et al. 2011; Kjeller 2012) and philologists (e.g. Kolbuszewski, Kara-
sek 1996). A few economists have also undertaken this subject matter, focusing
on some of its aspects. For instance, B. Faye and F. Channac (2017) as well as
P. Canofari et al. (2013) have analysed the prices of burial plots, I. Hussein and
J. Rugg (2003), M.E. Wickersham and R. Yehl (2013), T. Longoria (2014), have
studied the management of cemeteries, while D. Harrington and J. Treber (2013)
have examined the market for funeral services.

In this background, a few basic conclusions may be drawn. First of all, there
are hardly any analyses made by economists referring to the subject matter of
cemeteries in Poland. Secondly, there occur some serious economic problems
in the process of establishing new cemeteries in Poland, especially in terms of
prices and market values of purchased or repossessed real estate. It is highlighted
that these issues are becoming more and more important for the sustainable
development of cemeteries in Poland. Comparing the relation between the area
of cemeteries to the area of selected large cities in Poland (Warszawa, Poznan,
Szczecin), which amounts to 0.7%, it shall be noticed that these cites resemble
the average in French cities, which equals 0.69% (Faye, Channac 2017: 2840).
Nonetheless, when we take a look at some cities which are smaller in terms of
their area, this relation drops to 0.4%, as in Kalisz for example. It shall be noticed
that not many gminas have established new cemeteries or considerably expanded
the territory of the old ones in the 21% century. There is a wide information and
statistical gap concerning this matter in Poland, which makes it quite difficult
to provide accurate data. Cemeteries are constantly being filled up, with some
already not having any more vacant places. On the one hand, what hinders future
investments in this respect is the lack of proper areas which would meet legal
requirements (Cf. NIK 2016). Furthermore, there are some fundamental problems
in the process of purchasing land for cemeteries.

Thus, it seems justified to study the issue of the existing limitation in the process
of expropriation and compensation, and consequently the shape of the market of
real estate intended for cemeteries. This study is only an outline of the issues and
a contribution to further in-depth research in this area. The first part of the study
presents the legal and location conditions for establishing cemeteries in Poland. In
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the subsequent part, the author indicates possible price space for negotiations in
the purchase of land for the cemetery by a gmina from private entities. Finally, the
last part deals with the issue of property compensation.

2. Location and legal conditions for establishing cemeteries in Poland

There are two types of cemeteries in Poland: civil cemeteries, which serve the
purpose of burying civilians, and military cemeteries, serving as burial places
for soldiers. Among civil cemeteries there is a large number of municipal
cemeteries, amounting to approximately 1880, and a much smaller number of
denominational cemeteries. The largest number belongs to cemeteries which
used to be denominational, and in the 1970s—-1990s were handed over to local
governments under municipalisation decisions and became municipal cemeteries
(NIK 2016: 5). Establishing and expanding municipal cemeteries belongs to
the so-called own tasks of gminas, whereas church authorities decide upon the
establishment or expansion of denominational cemeteries. The establishment or
expansion of cemeteries is decided upon by the Gmina Council or Town/City
Council (in towns/cities with poviat rights) in the case of municipal cemeteries,
and by church authorities in the case of denominational cemeteries, after
obtaining permission from a right sanitary inspector (Article 1 of UCICHZ). Local
governments are obliged to provide proper sanitary and technical conditions to
cemeteries as well as to finance their maintenance. The receipts from charges for
cemetery services constitute gminas’ own income. Maintaining and administering
municipal cemeteries belongs to commune heads, town mayors and city mayors.
In practice, these tasks are frequently delegated to gmina-owned enterprises and
local government budgetary establishments, and less frequently to contractors
chosen by means of public procurement. However, delegating most tasks to
external entities does not exempt the gmina organs from the obligation to control
and supervise (NIK 2016: 5).

A predominant assumption following from the literal interpretation of Article 3
of UCiCHZ and judicial decisions is that the basis for locating a cemetery shall
only be a local spatial development plan (Cf. e.g. District Administrative Court in
Bydgoszcz, I1 SA/Bd 1119/12). In the case of lack of a local spatial development
plan, there is an assumption that it is impossible to establish the location for
anew cemetery or expand the borders of an existing one by means of a decision to
establish the location for a public investment under Article 50, point 1 of UPiZP
(Contradictory viewpoint in: Brzezicki, Fisz 2014). The gmina organs responsible
for locating a cemetery on a given area should design areas for cemeteries in
local development plans in such a way so as to guarantee the fulfilment of the
requirements concerning its location, in particular the requirement which says
that there shall be no residential buildings within 50 meters of the borders of
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a cemetery (RSan, § 3 ust. 1). Additionally, permission to establish a cemetery
may be granted only when the proceedings taken by a sanitary inspector prove
that all sanitary conditions have been provided in order to meet the objective of
protecting human health (e.g. District Administrative Court in Lublin, III SA/Lu
497/11).

Taking into consideration the necessity to adapt or change the local spatial
development plan for the part of a gmina which would make it possible to localise
or enlarge a cemetery on a given area, it shall be highlighted that it is a very lengthy
and costly process. On the one hand, there occurs a problem of NIMBY objects
(Not In My Back Yard), to which cemeteries definitely belong (Zuziak 1995;
Dmochowska-Dudek 2011). On the other hand, real estate owners are entitled
to compensation due to a change in the local spatial development plan (Article
36, pointland 4, UPiZP). If the access to the real estate or some of its parts in
the current manner or according to the current purpose is no longer possible or
greatly limited due to an adaptation of a new development plan or a change in
the existing plan, the owner of the real estate may demand compensation from
a gmina for the actual damage (location damage) suffered or demand buying out
the real estate or some of its parts. This claim expires after the period of 10 years
(Supreme Court 2016, IT CSK 53/16). In the case of a decrease in the real estate
value due to an adaptation of a new development plan or a change in the existing
one, when the owner sells the real estate and does not exercise the above rights
(location damage), they may demand compensation from a gmina equal to the
decrease in the real estate value. Such claims may be made within 5 years of
the day in which the development plan or its change comes into force.

In the light of the above, gminas have to take into consideration the financial
effects of adapting or changing local spatial development plans. What has to be
noticed at this point is that social awareness of the location damage at the date in
which the damage occurred is still relatively low. This problem is further deepened
by the fact that the information about adapting or changing development plans
in Poland is not provided directly to real estate owners affected by the change.
Moreover, owners do not monitor gminas’ activities concerning the adaptation of
or change in the plans. Consequently, the owners would like to add compensation
for the location damage to the value of the real estate sold to a gmina by means of
an agreement, through negotiations for purchasing or repossessing the real estate
by the decision about expropriation or a different decision about compensation.
This element constitutes one of the greatest limitations for conducting the
proceedings connected with purchasing areas intended for cemeteries.

As a result of the above-mentioned aspects, it is difficult to obtain proper
areas for locating cemeteries in cities. In the face of these limitations, municipal
cemeteries have begun to emerge in smaller gminas, with an aim to fulfil the
needs of neighbouring agglomerations which administered them. Thus, there is



Negotiations, expropriation and compensation for establishing cemeteries in Poland... 51

a systemic departure from the provisions of the law, since the maintenance and
administration of cemeteries should belong to the heads and mayors of gminas,
towns and cities within which the cemeteries are located (Article 2, point 1 of
UCiCHZ). According to the Supreme Audit Office (NIK 2016: 11), it is crucial to
introduce a regulation which would make it possible to locate a municipal cemetery
outside the borders of a gmina, the community of which the cemetery would be
intended to serve, with a simultaneous introduction of a regulation specifying
the manner of dividing the authority within making local law and administering
the necropolis, including the authority of the organs of the gmina on the area
on which the cemetery is located as well as the authority of the gmina whose
purposes the cemetery will serve.

3. Prices of areas purchased for cemeteries achievable in negotiations
between a private entity and a gmina — initial conclusions from the city
of Kalisz

The first stage of the process of purchasing real estate for a cemetery requires
holding negotiations between a gmina and the real estate owner in order to purchase
the area by means of an agreement. In the case of cemeteries, we are dealing with
an atypical real estate market. Nationally, the turnover of this type of undeveloped
real estate intended for cemeteries is very modest (several transactions per year).
During negotiations between natural or legal persons and the gmina, it is necessary
to estimate the value of the property, which is a reference point. It is not the
intention of this text to present the approaches and methods of property valuation.
The relationship between the unit prices of land for cemeteries and the prices
of land for single-family housing is shown to illustrate the costs of investment
implementation by municipalities. Moreover, it is emphasized that only selected
aspects of the case study of the city of Kalisz have been used.

In order to illustrate this relation, the author has examined the city of
Kalisz located in the south-west part of Poland, on the South Greater Poland
Lowland (Nizina Potudniowowielkopolska), in the Prosna River valley. There
are approximately 102 thousand residents registered both permanently and
temporarily in Kalisz (at the end of December 2016). The city of Kalisz is one of
four cities with poviat rights in the Greater Poland (wielkopolskie) voivodeship.
On 1 January 2000, the administrative borders of the city were expanded to
encompass the sotectwo of Dobrzec, Sulistawice and Sulistawice Kolonia. The
unemployment rate in Kalisz ranked below the average in the Greater Poland
voivodeship and much below the average in Poland. The authorities of the city
of Kalisz and the business environment in the city have played an active role in
obtaining domestic and foreign investors. The city is a seat for companies from
such sectors as aviation, food, light industry and automotive industry. The road
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and sewerage infrastructure is systematically extended. The city is also
characterised by its academic potential.

The temporal scope of the research encompassed the years 2015-2017. In that
time, there were 5 purchase-sale transactions involving undeveloped real estate
intended for cemeteries. The real estate was located on the outskirts of Kalisz.
A monthly price change was assumed at the level of 0.15%. The transactional
prices updated with a time trend ran within the range of 44 zl/m? to 53 zt/m?,
with an average price amounting to 47 z/m?, standard deviation of 4 zl/m? and
a median of 46 zl/m?. The diversity of the sample under analysis is slow, with
a coefficient of variation being 8%.

In comparison, in the same period of time there were 225 transactions
including the real estate intended for single-family residential housing in the
city of Kalisz. A monthly price change was assumed at the level of 0.15%.
The transactional prices updated with a time trend ran within the range of 25 zt/m?
to 229 z/m?, with an average price amounting to 91 zl/m?, standard deviation of
38 zt/m? and a median of 83 zl/m?. The diversity of the sample under analysis is
high, with a coefficient of variation amounting to 42%.

The relation between the medians of the two groups of undeveloped real
estate intended for different purposes, i.e. for cemeteries and for single-family
residential housing, is 46 zt/m? to 83 zl/m?. Thus, the updated transactional prices
of the real estate intended for cemeteries run at the level of approximately 55%
of the transactional prices of the real estate intended for single-family residential
housing. Such a difference, in the case of changing the intended use of the real
estate from single-family residential housing areas to cemetery areas in a local
spatial development plan, indicates a location damage suffered by the owner when
the plan is changed. It is obvious that the estimated bases for determining the
compensation due to the location damage may differ from the presented comparison
of the median of updated transactional prices. Nonetheless, this comparison fully
reflects the essence of the problem. The negotiations between a gmina and a real
estate owner for purchasing the real estate by means of an agreement frequently
encompass the issue of the location damage (actual or not), which is not included
in the scope of the negotiations.

4. Compensation rules for areas repossessed for cemeteries

In the case of a failure at the stage of negotiations, a procedure of direct
expropriation is launched with the aim of transferring the real estate ownership
rights. The expropriation of real estate may be executed if public goals cannot be
realised in a way other than by depriving or limiting someone’s rights to the real
estate, and these rights cannot be purchased by means of an agreement. A district
governor, who executes tasks within the scope of government administration, is
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the right organ with regard to the expropriation matters. In this case, the public
goal is establishing and maintaining cemeteries (Article 6, point 9 of UoGN).
Expropriation of the ownership rights to real estate shall be executed in return for
compensation to the expropriated person equivalent to the values of lost rights.
The basis for determining the compensation is the market value of the real estate
specified by a real estate appraiser.

In an appraisal report on the real estate intended for cemeteries and expropri-
ated by means of an administrative decision, a compulsory and fundamental task
of an appraiser is to refer to the principle of advantage included in Article 134 of
UoGN. While determining the market value of real estate, the appraiser should
take into consideration primarily its type, location, manner of use, intended use,
condition of the real estate and the current shape of prices in real estate trade.
The value of the real estate for compensation purposes is specified according to
the current manner in which it is used, if the intended use of the real estate,
consistent with the purpose of expropriation, does not cause a growth in its
value. If the intended use of the real estate, consistent with the purpose of
expropriation, results in the growth in its value, the real estate value for compens-
ation purposes shall be determined according to an alternative manner of its use,
resulting from this intended use. There are two possible groups of solutions while
determining the value of the real estate intended for cemeteries, making up two
basic scenarios, i.e.:

1. No, without an advantage: Current manner of use > Alternative manner of use;
2. Yes, with an advantage: Current manner of use < Alternative manner of use.

In the case where the current manner of real estate use differs from its intended
use following the purpose of expropriation, different market analyses should be
made for the condition corresponding with the current manner of use of the real
estate and the condition matching the intended use in accordance with the purpose
of expropriation. If the results of the analyses of real estate transactional prices
corresponding with the current manner of use and intended purpose of the real
estate following the purpose of expropriation indicate prices at a similar level,
separate valuations should be conducted and a higher value of the real estate should
be taken as the basis for the valuation of compensation. However, if the results
of the analyses of real estate transactional prices corresponding with the current
manner of use and intended purpose of the real estate following the purpose of
expropriation indicate prices at different levels, the valuation should be conducted
on the basis of the analysis indicating a higher level of prices.

UoGN indicates correctly that if the intended use of the real estate — public
goal as the purpose of expropriation — causes its value to grow, then the market
value shall be determined according to the manner of use resulting from this
intended use (Bieniek et al. 2012: 798). In this case, the directions specified in
the Judgement of the Supreme Administrative Court of 8 April 2016, sygn. |
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OSK 1686/14, seem to be of particular importance: “If the value of the real estate
determined according to its intended use for the purpose of expropriation is higher
than the value specified according to its current manner of use, the legislator shall
grant the expropriated persons the advantage right in the form of establishing
compensation on the basis of the intended use of the real estate — according to the
criteria which increase the real estate value. The expropriated persons are entitled
to compensation adequate to the existing possibilities of developing the real estate,
since the value of the real estate is determined not only by its current manner of
use, but also by the entire range of possibilities of using it within the existing law”.

Let’s look at some examples for each of the scenarios. In the first group of
solutions, there is a no advantage rule. There may occur a scenario in which
real estate is intended for single-family residential housing, and one of its parts
becomes expropriated in order to realise an investment related with establishing
a cemetery. In such a case, the market value of the real estate intended for
residential housing and the market value of the real estate intended for a cemetery
should be appraised, and a higher value should be chosen: most frequently
MVRH>MVCM, thus the current manner of use > the alternative manner of use.
In the second group of solutions, there occurs an advantage rule. There may be
a scenario in which the real estate is intended for agriculture and one of its parts
is expropriated for an investment related with establishing a cemetery. In such
a case the market value of the real estate intended for agriculture and the market
value of the real estate intended for a cemetery should be appraised, and a higher
value should be chosen: most frequently MVA<MVCM, thus the current manner
of use < the alternative manner of use.

5. Conclusions

The issue of expanding and establishing cemeteries in Poland is growing, despite
a partial change in the forms of burying the deceased. Gminas are obliged to
provide public services to all the inhabitants, yet the accessibility of these
services might be more and more frequently limited due to the lack of burying
places on municipal cemeteries on the area of a given gmina (NIK 2016: 13).
On the other hand, gminas do not undertake actions in order to eliminate the
accessibility barrier for burying places by expanding existing cemeteries or
establishing new ones, as well as by making inter-gmina agreements which
would enable the functioning of a common municipal cemetery for more than
just one gmina. The author of this work has also indicated planning limitations
for localising new cemeteries, especially in big cities, as well as the problem of
purchasing land for cemeteries. Dividing the process of setting up or expanding
cemeteries into two crucial stages: localisation and purchasing of land (nego-
tiations or expropriation, in case of a failure in negotiations), does not seem to
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be an effective solution. This may result from the existence of location damage
and the fact that its regulation takes place in the proceedings which are separate
from land purchase. Furthermore, there occur situations in which real estate
owners formulate expectations concerning the purchase price of land including
the value of the location damage which they have not suffered. The expectations
concerning the sale price offer are based on potential possibilities (not realised
before) of using the real estate before a change in the local spatial development
plan. In the negotiation process between a gmina and a private entity, carried out
for the purchase of land intended for cemeteries, it has been proved that the gmina
must assume the cost of the investment at approximately 55% of the purchase
price of land intended for single-family housing on a given local market.
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NEGOCJACJE, WYWLASZCZENIE I ODSZKODOWANIE
W PROCESIE ZAKLADANIA CMENTARZY W POLSCE
ZARYS PROBLEMATYKI

Zarys treSci: W opracowaniu podjeto problematyke funkcjonowania nietypowego ryn-
ku nieruchomosci niezabudowanych przeznaczonych pod cmentarze. W Polsce wyste-
puje potrzeba powigkszania i zakladania nowych cmentarzy. Nieliczne gminy potrafia
skutecznie przeprowadzi¢ takie inwestycje. Najwicksze trudno$ci wystepuja w miastach.
Celem niniejszego artykulu byto zarysowanie problematyki negocjacji, wywlaszczen
1 odszkodowan w procesie realizacji inwestycji w Polsce. W procesie negocjacji pomiedzy
gming a podmiotem prywatnym realizowanym dla nabycia gruntow przeznaczonych pod
cmentarze dowiedziono, ze gmina musi zaktada¢ koszt realizacji inwestycji na okoto 55%
ceny zakupu gruntéw, przeznaczonych pod zabudowe mieszkaniowa jednorodzinng na
danym rynku lokalnym. W opracowaniu wskazano na ograniczenia zwigzane z lokalizacja
inwestycji w miejscowych planach zagospodarowania przestrzennego oraz ograniczenia
w zakresie efektywnego przeprowadzenia rokowan o nabycie gruntdéw przeznaczonych
pod cmentarz w drodze umowy. Wskazano, ze gtéwnym problemem jest szkoda lokaliza-
cyjna (zaistniala lub nie), ktéra w znacznym stopniu przyczynia si¢ do zablokowania try-
bu umownego wykupu gruntu i zasadniczo komplikuje i przeciaga w czasie zakonczenie
procedury wywlaszczeniowej.

Stowa kluczowe: wywlaszczenie, odszkodowanie, cmentarze, Polska.
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TIME, SPACE AND THE SOCIAL LIFE
NEW INTERPRETATION OF CEMETERIES IN THE CITY

Abstract: The article reveals the issue of time recorded in the urban space, which
determines the specific rhythm, continuity and passing of consecutive generations and
their social relations. Presented research results focus on cemeteries and appear to be
helpful in better understanding of their identity in the city structure, as well as the factors
shaping their perceptions by individual people. Qualitative research methods have been
applied, in particular: visual materials (photos) analysis and the semantic field analysis.

It seems that the use of images and narratives opens up new possibilities for human
geography, new sources of spatial exploration. The problem undertaken in the article is
important both from the cognitive and practical perspective related to the appropriate
shaping of the city space — modern, yet at the same time not rooted out of the tradition
and identity of a particular place, where people would feel good, being able to find both
a reference to the past and to the future.

Keywords: cemetery, place, space, time, cognition, human geography.
1. Introduction

Considerations concerning time as an essential attribute of reality and human
cognition have been made for ages and are still vivid and vital. Although there
is no uniform — broad, yet common, conception of time in social sciences, the
reflections which are drawn from the works by representatives of different
disciplines constitute an important voice in the discussion started in the second
half of the 20" century over various approaches to time, which human geography
frequently refers to (see further: Tobiasz-Lis 2016).

The issue of time being experienced, recorded and read by urban dwellers
was touched upon by K. Lynch (1972) in his book What time is this place? One
might risk a claim that this work serves as a supplement to the author’s earlier
book entitled The image of the city (1960), which has shed new light in urban
studies conducted by various researchers: architects, geographers, sociologists,
psychologists, drawing their attention to the issues of experiencing, perceiving,
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remembering and projecting space by its users. The author noticed himself that
anumber of parallel statements which he had formulated on social representations
of city space may also be attributed to social representations of time in this space.

It is evident that we should think of an environmental image that is both spatial and

temporal, a time-place, just as we must design settings in which the distribution

of qualities in both time and space are considered. Places are seen in the mind as

changing or apparently static; their character and activity vary rhythmically; they

connect the past and the future (Lynch 1972: 242).

The aim of this paper is to present the notion of time in urban space, reflected in
particular places — cemeteries. Time is considered here from a broad perspective,
as a basic element of urban reality and human cognition, specific rhythm of its
usual and unusual functioning, continuity and evanescence of certain spatial
structures — from the entire systems to small details; being an effect of changing
social relations and serving as a “mirror” for the following generations. At the
same time, urban space always contains elements which seem to “preserve”
the changing surroundings. Preserved spatial structures, monuments, old parks,
individual trees, memorial tablets — serve as the signs of the past which create the
identity of the place and its inhabitants.

The paper contains an introduction, theoretical considerations over different
traditions in applying the notion of “time”, both in human geography and in
related disciplines, which serve as a background for subsequently presented
results of the empirical research on the relations between space and time in a city,
methodological issues and discussion on research results.

2. Time as a subject of interest in social sciences

The basis for philosophical considerations concerning the notion of time is
depicting it as a chronological series encompassing the past, presence and future,
which become distinguishable thanks to people’s memory, current perceptions
and expectations. The psychology of time examines individual differences in
temporal behaviors, orientation in time and time horizon of individuals. What
follows from the research conducted by psychologists is the fact that people
are far from perceiving time in a linear manner (Bajcar 2000). Works within the
scope of sociology, on the other hand, may be divided into two trends of research
conducted on the category of time. On the one hand, there is the issue of time
budgets, free time and work time, where we consider a quantitative measurement
of time units devoted to various kinds of everyday activities of individuals or
entire social groups'. This research, associated with the then-predominant

! This trend of research refers to the school of time geography developed in the 1970s
by T. Hagerstrand, who examined the use of time and ecologic organization of the Swedish
society.
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physical approach to a society, does not say anything whatsoever about the
specificity of time as an element of culture, social awareness, manners of thinking
and evaluating. In this case, time is uniform, dividable, passes equally, the time
of classical physics and common awareness shaped by modern Western culture
— time measured by the clock and calendar. On the other hand, there is an area
of research in sociology which treats the category of time itself as a subject for
an analysis, an autonomic issue — not only a dimension of social phenomena,
but rather a phenomenon itself. Thus, time is understood here as a socially and
culturally changeable phenomenon, multilaterally conditioned, which cannot be
reduced to simple quantitative indicators and characteristics. Such aspects as social
issues, conventions, values and meanings connected with time are encompassed
in this case in the social life. Time is a socially subjective category, experienced
in particular social contexts. There occurs a characteristic shift from the concept
of time as a measure to the concept of time as a value, a shift from economic time
to anthropologic time.

Anthropologists and ethnographs are interested in the notion of time and the
expectations associated with it as an element of the culture of societies. Some
studies have been conducted with reference to the past, present and future as well
as the manners of experiencing and measuring time (Leach 1950, 1956, 1961;
Lévi-Strauss 1969, 1970). The results of the studies corroborate the fact that the
issues of duration and evanescence, succession and change, as well as cyclical and
linear manners of understanding time appear in all human societies, yet they vary
in terms of their significance depending on the society.

Architects and urbanists identify time with a movement symbolising the
evolution and internal energy of especially urban spaces. Time, perceived here
as the fourth dimension, transforms all three-dimensional and three-directional
transformations into four-dimensional and four-directional at the same time,
dependent on time, its passing and pace. These transformations may be observed
on the basis of the territorial expansion of cities, transformation of their internal
structures, disappearance of old elements and emergence of new elements.
A city is a rich, movable and changeable “mosaic in terms of the scale, size, age,
form and character of the elements, collage of shades and lights, movement and
time — a peculiar urban perpetuum mobile”, which is an effect of permeating and
overlapping of different historical periods and cultural strata (Pgckowska 2012:
83-84). Architects are also interested in the immobile, stable and permanent
background of the social life which takes place in a city, serving as a point of one’s
spatial orientation and giving people a sense of security and a symbolic shield.

A consistent reflection both on the essence of time and space in geographical
research may be found in the second half of the 20" century, being — similarly
to most social studies — a result of crucial philosophical and methodological
changes which led to reinterpreting the basic categories of reality. The previously
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predominant naturalistic approach was juxtaposed with a humanistic approach,
whereas the concept of objective nature of reality, independent from people’s
perceptions and needs, was confronted with a constructivist approach which
emphasized the fact that reality is created by societies.

From the perspective of geography, the category of time is a particularly
significant yet complex issue, since it constitutes — together with space — a fun-
damental dimension of human reality. Unlike space, time cannot be expressed
geographically; it is, however, just like space, a key element of the social life.
People live in certain space-time which consists of at least a few overlapping
perspectives — from the macro perspective — the time of an era, time of culture,
most frequently referred to by architects, urbanists and anthropologists, through
the mezzo perspective — generations, to the micro perspective — personal time and
everyday functioning, which is of particular interest for sociologists and social
psychologists. People shape and use space in accordance to their current models
and ideas, simultaneously experiencing and reading symbols written in this space
in the past. Thus, there occurs accumulation of time, and space embeds time,
opening an area of interest for geographers and geography, which may constitute
a synthesis of all previously characterized perspectives.

The geography of time concerns “chronogeography” (time and space), i.e. the
“individual existence” in the scale of a day, year or entire life (biogeography).
The categories of time geography encompass the physical existence and life
pathways of both people and the products of their activity, which makes it also
possible to trace the evolution of landscape, i.e. its origins, changes, evaluation
of its inhabitants and other users. By superimposing these two dimensions
— space and time, it is possible to grasp the dynamics of the reality. Cities, as
historical phenomena which have undergone various changes, make it possible
to identify successive layers of time imprinted in their urban landscape, and thus
may constitute a particular subject for a broad, interdisciplinary reflection on the
complex essence of time. Separating time from space, which was postulated by
Immanuel Kant?, is impossible here (Thrift 1977, after: Wectawowicz 1983).

There are four geographical perspectives of defined relations between time and
space which have occurred in the works of geographers over the last century. The
first two: “space outside of time” and “time outside of space” emphasized only one
of the dimensions. The other one, if it appeared at all in analyses, constituted their
background or, at best, served as an explanatory variable. The third perspective
defines time and space as co-dependent, yet still differentiates between them as

2 Time and space belong to the categories used by Immanuel Kant to divide the entire
knowledge about the world. Following this division, geography encompasses all aspects
which refer to space, whereas history encompasses all aspects referring to time. This
dichotomy did not only delimit the research area of these disciplines for two centuries, but
also affected their research methods.
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two separate categories (Agnew 1998; Massey 1999, 2005; Crang 2001). Finally,
in the fourth perspective, time and space are treated as one, uniform analytical
category referred to as space-time (Wallerstein 1998; May, Thrift 2001).

Time, interpreted broadly in urban space, serves as a measure of changeability
and movement, which refer to both the evolution of the landscape by continual
development of a city and overlapping of cultural strata, as well as a characteristic
tempo and rhythm of everyday life, both in the sense of collective and individual
practices. Both dimensions of changeability and movement of urban space
constitute a “mirror” of social relations of successive generations of inhabitants,
i.e. a mirror which records space. The time dimension of the social life in a city,
which translates into particular spatial practices, may be depicted on the basis
of three platforms which permeate one another (Table 1), i.e. (1) long duration
longue dureé, associated with centuries-old shaping of the essential frameworks
of social life; (2) lifespan dasein, in which an individual cycle of man’s life or
family life is encompassed in social life; (3) duration of daily life dureé of daily
life, determined by the rhythm of everyday practices which are closely related
both to the institutional surroundings and an individual life cycle. Similarly, also
based on three platforms, we may illustrate the spatial dimension of social life
in a city. The broadest of the three are spatial practices which lead to shaping
of space by entire societies. Another one is a place, interpreted by the meanings
which are ascribed to city space by its users. Finally, there are individual spatial
practices referring to the interactions between people and their personal space.
All the platforms of time and space overlap with one another, creating a multi-
-dimensional image of the city’s space-time, in which man functioned in the past,
functions in the presence and will function in the future. It shall be added that
T. Hagerstrand’s suggestion of time geography fills only the last field of the matrix
of relations between space, time and man.

Table 1. Time, space and social life

Time Long duration Lifespan Duration of daily life
Space Longue dureé Dasein Dureé of daily life
Geographical

Social and spatial

Collective spatial dsalopmen Life strategies in conditions for
ractices . . spatial context everyday spatial
practi (historical time) patt x verycaay spatt
practices
Local hist Identit .
Place ocal history, dentity; Valuating space

culture, traditions  geobiography

Historical an(.il . Life strategies versus Everyday spacetime
cultural conditions spatial practices rhythm
for spatial practices P P (time geography)

Source: self-prepared by the author on the basis of K. Simonsen (1991).

Individual spatial
practices
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3. Methodology

The issue of time in urban space discussed in this paper belongs to the field of
human geography, the subject of which are people and their experiences. An
access to this world may be reached through the signs of expressions in which it
expresses itself. The methodology of human geography assumes the possibility of
an indirect insight into human consciousness through observing its expressions
such as: utterances, gestures, works of art. It is made possible owing to a wide
range of methods — from phenomenology through hermeneutics, semiology,
linguistics to structuralism — thanks to which we are able to look at a city from
a different perspective — to get to the source of human knowledge concerning
urban space-time.

The key empirical material in this paper is composed of 197 photo essays®
prepared in the years 2011-2016 by the 2"-year MA-program students of
geography at the University of Lodz, within the framework of the project “My
image of Lodz”, as part of the course on “The image of urban space”. The students
constituted a deliberately selected group of young people who are generally
assumed to be the most attentive and critical observers of the reality (Mordwa
2003). Furthermore, a five-year training in geography made it possible to regard
them as experts, particularly sensitive to the surrounding space. The students were
asked to use their own cameras to present various places within the following
categories being interrelated to perceptions of various dimensions of time
(rhythm, tempo, changeability, cyclicality, repetitiveness: “a place where time

SR EN1Y 9% <¢

passes fast”, “a place where time slows down”, “a place where time has stopped”,
“a place where one can see development”, “a place where one can see crisis” and
also duration and evanescence for the category of “a place which tells the story
of the city”. Various features of time appeared also in other categories of places
(e.g. “aplace which brings about positive emotions”). The photographs expressed
and distilled individual social reflections upon urban space, and constituted visual
data for further quantitative and qualitative interpretation, as each picture had to
be equipped with a caption of about 50-60 words — a justification for the choice
of a given place or object.

The first perspective applied a method of a structural analysis of a photograph,
which makes the image — separated from its author — the main subject of
interpretation. Its character is mainly substantive, factual, aiming at discovering
numerous levels in which social and cultural meanings are hidden together with

3In English literature, this method is referred to as a “photo-projective method”,
“photo-production” or “self-directed photography”. One may also find in this method
a few elements similar to the most characteristic method applied in geographic research on
experiencing time, that is time-space diaries (see more in: Schwanen 2009).
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the code to understand these meanings (Sztompka 2005). Attention was paid
to the places depicted in the photographs, the time when the photographs were
taken (season, part of day) and time attributes associated with the place being
photographed (old-new, fast-slow, dynamic-stable).

What should be highlighted here is the fact that the role of photography as
a research method in social sciences is becoming more and more significant.
The relationship between the geographical knowledge and analysis of visual
representations of space has been the subject matter of a few studies, including
M. Crang (1997) and G. Rose (2000, 2008), who emphasized the role of
geographers in explaining the manners of presenting landscapes and places. The
freedom and possibility of an individual interpretation of space while taking
photographs, which is difficult to attain while conducting standard social research,
are among the most frequently stressed advantages of applying visual methods in
contemporary studies. Furthermore, despite the subjectivity of experiences and
assessments of individual persons, as well as the freedom of the photography
method, most images may be read as an illustration of typical impressions,
common to all participants of the research.

The photographs which were included in the photo essays fulfil all five
functions of photography in social studies referred to by P. Sztompka (2005)
(1) stimulating attention and imagination during observation, which translates into
a deliberate selection of photographed subjects, objects, events, contexts, recording
experiences and impressions; (2) heuristic inspiration — photographs which are
more suggestive than written words serve as a particular invitation to deduce,
speculate and interpret the world from a wider perspective; (3) registration and
recording of visual facts in a certain temporal and spatial context; (4) a pretext
for a group discussion or a photo interview, which facilitates interest and mobility
of the participants of social studies; (5) an illustration of concepts, categories and
regularities of the social reality, which helps in its visual presentation.

Descriptions explaining the choice of particular categories of places which
accompanied all photographs were analyzed with the use of a semantic field
technique devised by R. Robin (1980). This technique consists in searching for
words and phrases which appear in an analyzed text (in our case these are the
descriptions which interpret particular photographs in the photo essays), forming
a network of relations with the analyzed concepts (key words and phrases), and
which make it possible to read their full meaning and the context in which they
appear. This technique derives from linguistic studies which began in the 1930s.
It may also be associated with a qualitative text analysis or discourse analysis.
Analyzing the semantic field consists in separating the elements of a statement
only to put them back together in accordance with their meaningful readability.
The process is based on building an inventory consisting of:
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— Definitions — indicating the features of the subject; (what it is like — the essence
or demeanour of the subject);

— Associations — indicating what the subject is associated with, what it entails;

— Oppositions — indicating the opposites of the subject;

— Equivalents — expressions which may substitute the subject in particular
contexts — what the subject is identified with;

— Actions towards the subject — indications of the activities performed for the
subject;

— Actions of the subject — indications of the subject’s activities and their effects
(Fig. 1).
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Fig. 1. The structure of the semantic field analysis
Source: author’s self-analysis on the basis of R. Robin (1980).

In this manner, an analysis was conducted of definitions regarding different
contexts of time in the urban space enabling to redefine them from the perspective
of social experiences and expectations concerning the city space-time.

4. The cemetery — the place where time slows down and finally stops

In the context of time defined as the “accompaniment for movement and change”,
where time is assumed not to be measurable, but intuitively felt, students indicated
such places in a city of Lodz where time flies fast and where in their opinion,
time slows down. This was the way to go to present the contrasting, uneven and
unstable space of the modern city — related to the subjective sense of unequal
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expiry of time, depending on where we are and what we do. Cemeteries were the
main category of places to be presented as these where the time “slows down”
and where the time “has stopped”. Especially understanding of the latter category
seemed to contain a deeper, existential dimension.

Composition of the semantic field, based on statements about “places where
time slows down” accompanying photographs in photo essays, shows that these
were most often identified with quietness and silence, lack of haste, the ability to
break away from the everyday rush of the city, to forget about everyday duties
(Table 2).

Such places, according to the authors of photo essays, are primarily green
spaces — composing “oasis in the urban jungle”, where contact with nature allows
for rest. Many associations involved churches and cemeteries, which, despite their
location — often in the very heart of the city, are a refuge of silence. Their sacred
space breaks the urban profane space, stops its momentum, calms the noise, calms
down. At the threshold of the church or at the gate of the cemetery not only the
continuity of space, as was written by M. Eliade (2008), but also the continuity of
time is interrupted.

“The Old Cemetery in Ogrodowa Street is a place where time passes slowly [...]

It’s a place that I associate with silence, calmness [...] with slowly passing time

[...] where there is not crowded, there are not many people [...]” (essay 57/2013,

woman, a resident of Lodz since 2008).

“The Old Cemetery is a place where time passes slowly. It is the most beautiful

cemetery in Lodz, where most important people for the city rest in peace. The

cemetery is a place where every person pauses for a moment to wonder about
the meaning of his life” (essay 43/2014, female, a resident of Lodz since birth).

Table 2. Semantic field for the category of the “place where the time slows down”

Elements of the semantic field Fragments of photo essays

Definitions Calm, silent, peaceful, oasis, of slow changes

Contact with nature, greenery, far from the traffic and
noise of surrounding streets, minimum movement,

Associations
lazy atmosphere of slow walks, queue, place of
silence and reverie
Oppositions Fast movement, noise
. Place to rest, far from the rush of the city center, the
Equivalents

collapse of the timespace continuum

Allows to break away from the everyday rush, take
Actions of the subject rest from the city, take a deep breath, forget about
duties, invites us to reflect on lifespan

Actions towards the subject “I recommend”, “I am always willing to be back”

Source: author’s self-analysis based on photo essays.
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Interpretations of the “places where the time has stopped” broaden the
discussion about the time subjectively perceived in the city space, in the context
of the everyday experience of varying pace of movement and change. In this
way, apart from the places in which the city seems to accelerate and slow down,
information has been obtained about such parts of Lodz, where there is no
movement, where there have been no changes over the years.

An analysis of the semantic field for the statements centered around “places
where time has stopped”, presents them as an oasis of peace, places “detached”
from the rest of the city, unchanging for years, making them look like old
photographs, being a kind of journey into the past (Table 3). In this case the
statements of the authors of the various essays were very emotional and consisted
a deeper, existential dimension. They referred to the categories of duration,
transience and memory. Attention was paid to the specific atmosphere of places
that seem to be “guarding history”, forcing them to reflect on the passing of time
and the passing life.

Table 3. Semantic field for the category of the “place where the time has stopped”

Elements of the semantic field Fragments of photo essays

Oasis of peace, outer world, ,,raisin” in the city rush,
place where the city has stopped, place detached

Definitions from the surrounding, unchangeable place, place of
memories and reverie

Associations Unique atmosphere, lc?oks 'hke from old photographs,
old, small, wooden, historic

Oppositions Modernity, development, change

Equivalents The end, journey to the past

Symbolises peace and tranquility, transfers in time,
Actions of the subject looks like in times of its glory, calms down, upholds
history, creates the atmosphere of the past

Restoration works, must be preserved, target for

Actions towards the subject .
tourists

Source: author’s self-analysis based on photo essays.

These fragments of the city space of Lodz, interpreted as places where the
time has stopped included primarily old cemeteries: Old Cemetery in Ogrodo-
wa Street and Jewish Cemetery. Also, the oldest church in Lodz, St. Joseph’s
(Photo 1). In this case, as in the category of “places where the time slows down”,
they were referred to their metaphysical character. Especially in the case of
cemeteries, time has stopped both in the literal sense, in the perspective of the
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inevitable end of human existence, but also in the broader sense of the passing of
the city, in this case the multicultural community of Lodz composing the city in
the 19" century.

“Old cemetery is a place where for many people the time has stopped. It tells
the story of both ordinary and very important people who created this city in
the past. A place that has not changed for years. Makes the impression of being
asleep and encouraging reflection” (essay 53/2015, female, a resident of Lodz
since 2010).

“Catholic church. St. Joseph. A small, isolated wooden temple. Its view brings
to mind the times of agricultural Lodz. Who else still remembers this? The spirit
of this church is guarding history, create the atmosphere of the past. As you listen
carefully, you can hear the sound of carriages and cots. Anyone who wants to
move in time for a while should come here” (essay 32/2011, woman, a resident of
Lodz since birth).

Photo 1. Places where the time
“slows down” or “has stopped”.
Old Cemetery, Jewish Cemetery,
St Joseph’s Church in Lodz

Source: photo essays.
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Regardless of whether the individual essay referred to church, cemetery or
other sacred space, as to the “place where the time slows down” or “has stopped”,
attention was paid to their deep spiritual dimension, the mystery, the manifestation
of God, which Man experiences crossing the boundary of sacrum and profane.
The statements in the essays refer to the results of earlier research on the sacred
space of the city (eg. Klima 2011) and confirm that these places are extremely
important in the daily lives of the locals.

5. Conclusions

Time in the urban space constitutes a fundamental attribute of the city and human
cognition. It determines the rhythm of the city life, duration and evanescence
of successive generations, as well as their social relations reflected in space.
Including the perspective of time in analyzing urban space makes it possible to
better understand the city structure, as well as the factors which shape people’s
perception concerning a given place.

Works of geographers indicate the complex nature of time and the manners
of its understanding in relation to space, which differ not only among particular
societies, but also inside these societies. Of particular importance, here is a shift
from objective approaches to those which focus on relative forms of experienced
time, as well as from treating time and space separately to the concept of space-
-time, in which these two categories of reality constitute an inseparable element.

It has been shown in this paper that the dimension of time constitutes a crucial
subject for consideration in social sciences, yet a common, broad conception of
time has not been attained. Time in city space should be — from a broad perspective
— a measure of changeability and movement, which concern both the evolution
of the urban landscape through constant development of the city and overlapping of
cultural strata, as well as a characteristic tempo and rhythm of the city’s everyday
life in the sense of collective and individual practices. Both the dimensions
of changeability and movement constitute a certain “mirror” to social relations of
successive generations of inhabitants recorded by space.

Cemeteries as they are the symbols of the past, recorded in the space of Lodz,
constitute a vital element in creating local identity and positive relations between
people and their surroundings, as according to statements in their photo essays,
they wish to have modern city space, yet they also need to be anchored in the past.
This anchor may be just a minor detail in modern space, but its power of influence
on the evaluation of space by the inhabitants is large. In this respect, Lodz offers
a number of possibilities — the well-preserved heritage of its history enriches its
contemporary space, making it stand out among other large cities in Poland.

According to the photo essays collected between 2011-2016, cemeteries were
presented as the main example of the “places where the time slows down” and
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the “places where the time has stopped”. Especially understanding of the latter
category seemed to contain a deeper, existential dimension. The authors referred
to the categories of duration, evanescence and memory. They also highlighted the
specific climate of depicted places, which seemed to “uphold history”, make us
dwell on the passing of time and life.

It seems that the topic touched upon in this work is crucial both from the
cognitive and practical perspectives. Further studies in this area might embrace
in their scope more cities characterized by a different track of development,
thanks to which it would be possible to make broader assumptions concerning the
features of time in urban space and the manners of experiencing these two primary
dimensions of the reality.
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CZAS, PRZESTRZEN 1 ZYCIE SPOLECZNE
NOWA INTERPRETACJA CMENTARZY W MIESCIE

Zarys tresci: W artykule poruszono problematyke czasu zapisanego w przestrzeni
miejskiej, wyznaczajacego specyficzny rytm, cigglos$¢ i przemijanie kolejnych pokolen
oraz ich relacje spoteczne. Zaprezentowano wyniki badan dotyczacych postrzegania
czasu w przestrzeni cmentarzy, ktore pozwalajg lepiej zrozumie¢ nie tylko tozsamos$é tych
miejsc w strukturze miasta, ale takze czynniki ksztattujace wyobrazenia jakie majg o nich
mieszkancy. Prowadzone badania miaty gtownie charakter jakosciowy, wykorzystano
metody analizy materialow wizualnych (zdjg¢) oraz pola semantycznego.

Wydaje sig, iz wykorzystanie obrazu i stowa otwiera przed geografiag czlowieka
nowe mozliwo$ci, nowe zrodta eksploracji przestrzeni. Problem podjety w tekscie jest
wazny zarOwno z poznawczej, jak i praktycznej perspektywy zwigzanej z odpowiednim
ksztattowaniem przestrzeni miasta — nowoczesnego, a jednocze$nie niewykorzenionego
z tradycji i tozsamosci danego miejsca, w ktorym ludzie czuliby si¢ dobrze, mogac
odnalez¢ zaréwno punkt odniesienia do przesztoSci, jak i do przysztosci.

Stowa kluczowe: cmentarz, miejsce, przestrzen, czas, poznanie, geografia czlowieka.
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CMENTARZ
W STRUKTURZE PRZESTRZENNEJ MIASTA

Zarys tresci: Umieranie nie miesci si¢ we wspotczesnej globalnej kulturze pop
gloryfikujacej mtodos¢ i witalnos¢. Jesli doda¢ do tego katolickie sacrum-tabu $mierci
okaze si¢, ze dzisiaj nie ma miejsca na cmentarze. Celem artykulu jest pokazanie, ze nie
da si¢ ich jednak wyprze¢, ze sa czgscia kazdej cywilizacji i maja lokalizacje w przestrzeni
i krajobrazie. Waznym spostrzezeniem jest to, ze znaczenie i miejsce cmentarzy zmieniato
si¢ tak, jak zmieniata si¢ kultura. Postuzono si¢ przyktadem Lodzi.

Stowa kluczowe: cmentarze, lokalizacja cmentarzy, £.6dz, 16dzkie cmentarze.
1. Wprowadzenie

Cmentarze to immanentna cz¢$¢ prawie kazdej cywilizacji, prawie kazdej spotecz-
nosci. Chowanie zmartych jest elementem bycia czlowiekiem, cho¢ z pewnoscia
istnieja tu roznice kulturowe, a obyczajowos$¢ zmieniata si¢ w czasie. Pochowek
nie zawsze oznaczal, czy oznacza grzebanie. Zawsze jednak ludzie tworza spe-
cjalng przestrzen pamigci i kontaktu ze zmartymi. J. Kolbuszewski (1996) nazywa
cmentarze ,.tekstami kultury”, w ktorych odbija si¢ ludzki stosunek do $mierci
i zycia. Pisze:

Cmentarz jest przestrzennie okreslonym zbiorem groboéw — znakéw o jednostko-

wych, indywidualnych i niepowtarzalnych znaczeniach, ktérych suma — nie bedaca

wynikiem arytmetycznego dodawania — tworzy znaczenie cato$ci (Kolbuszewski

1996).

Cmentarze bardziej niz ko$cioly maja wymiar spoleczny i kulturowy. Sa
w rownym stopniu dostepne dla wszystkich, rowniez dla tych, ktorzy nie identy-
fikuja si¢ ze wspdlnota wyznaniowsg'.

' Szczegodlnie w miastach, coraz czestsze sg pochowki 0sdb niewierzacych na wyzna-
niowych cmentarzach. Wynika to takze z norm prawa $wieckiego (por. Ustawa o cmen-
tarzach i chowaniu zmarlych z dnia 31 stycznia 1959 roku, Dz.U., 1959, nr 11, poz. 62
Z pozn. zm.).
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Gdy spojrze¢ na zachowanie katolikow okazuje si¢, ze inaczej niz w przypad-
ku wspdlnot dziatajacych przy parafiach, bedacych egzemplifikacja spotecznego
oddzialywania KoS$ciota (oczywiscie nie jedyng), nie ma tu (na cmentarzu) mowy
o jakiejkolwiek hermetycznosci. Wykluczenia sa niezwykle rzadkie, a odmowa
pochowku na ogot bywa zle przyjmowana przez lokalng grupe wiernych. Cmen-
tarze miejskie, podobnie jak duze wspdlnoty parafialne sprawiaja, ze odwiedza-
jacy je ludzie i znajdujace si¢ tam groby pozostaja anonimowi. Tylko niektore
nekropolie i mogity sg identyfikowane i staja si¢ czg¢scig nazwanej tozsamosci
— miasta, regionu, kraju. Tak jest z pewno$cia z cmentarzami powazkowskim,
tyczakowskim i rakowickim. Tozsamo$¢ todzian probuje si¢ budowac odwotujac
do Cmentarza Starego, potozonego przy ul. Ogrodowej. W wymiarze indywidu-
alnym cmentarz i groby staja si¢ miejscem duchowego spotkania z niezyjacymi
przodkami. To za$ buduje tozsamos¢ kazdego cztowieka, daje szansg na okre-
slenie, skad si¢ jest oraz do jakiej grupy i do jakiej przestrzeni si¢ nalezy — daje
szans¢ na wilasna historig.

Celem artykutu jest zaprezentowanie ewolucji lokalizacji cmentarzy w mie-
Scie i pokazanie ich dzisiejszej lokalizacji na przyktadzie Lodzi. Praca ma charak-
ter kompilacyjny.

2. Cmentarze. Geneza i lokalizacja

Dzisiejszy wyglad i lokalizacja miejskich cmentarzy to efekt wielosetletniej,
jezeli nie dluzszej, ewolucji stosunku ludzi do $mierci i zmartych. Poje¢ciem pier-
wotnym jest tu z pewnoscig grob. Pojawia si¢ on w kulturach, ktorych cztonkowie
zaczynaja zadawaé sobie pytanie o to, co dzieje si¢ z cztowiekiem po $mierci.
Dzigki odkryciom archeologicznym wiemy, ze w grobach grzebali swoich zmar-
tych juz neandertalczycy?. W neolicie na obszarze dzisiejszej Europy zachodniej
(gtébwnie we Francji) pojawily si¢ monumentalne menhiry?, na Balkanach groby
ciatopalne. Najprawdopodobniej w X wieku p.n.e. powstaly pierwsze cmentarze
lokowane poza osiedlami, zwyczaj upowszechnit si¢ 500 lat pdzniej wraz z roz-
wojem miast. Weze$niej grzebano zmartych w obrebie osad, a nawet w domach
(Gorniak 2003).

Od starozytnosci cmentarze byly uwazane za obszar sacrum, w zwigzku z tym
znajdowaly si¢ pod specjalng ochrong prawna. Miejsca pochowkow byly loko-
wane poza granicami miast, do czego obligowata litera prawa. Prawo Dwunastu
Tablic oraz kodeks Teodozjusza nakazywaty grzeba¢ zmarlych poza granicami
osad. Poczatkowo cmentarze podlegaty jurysdykcji cesarzy. Pdzniej, za spra-
wa reformy wprowadzonej przez papieza Dionizego w III wieku n.e., zaczely

2 Odkrycia w jaskini Szanidar.
3 Menbhiry to pojedyncze obeliski. Uzywa si¢ takze okres$lenia megality, rozszerzajac je
rowniez na bardziej ztozone konstrukcje.
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podlegaé ustawodawstwu wyznaniowemu. W 313 roku Konstantyn Wielki oglosit
wolno$¢ wyznania w Cesarstwie*. Na kanwie tej decyzji rozpoczeta si¢ budowa
1 adaptacja budynkow na cele ko$cielne, w $lad za czym pojawit si¢ zwyczaj prze-
noszenia relikwii me¢czennikéw do kosciolow oraz grzebania wiernych w $wia-
tynnych murach. Na tamten okres datuje si¢ rowniez praktyke chowania zmartych
w sasiedztwie cial mgczennikow, poniewaz istnialo przekonanie, ze zachowa to
zmartych w pamigci potomnych (Dziobek-Romanski 1998). Poza murami miast
powstawaty podmiejskie sanktuaria, ktore z uptywem czasu zaczely przeksztat-
caé sie w bazyliki i skupiaé ruch pielgrzymkowy. Swiatynie przyciagajace piel-
grzymow stawaly si¢ pozadanym miejscem dla spoczynku zmartych i tworzyty
centrum nowego cmentarza. Wraz z rozwojem jednostek osadniczych wlaczano
je w ich granice. Zdarzato si¢ tak mimo wcigz obowigzujgcego zakazu grzebania
w granicach miast. Ograniczenie zostalo zniesione dopiero przez cesarza Leona VI
w Cesarstwie Wschodnim, w Zachodnim odwotat je Synod w 563 roku w Bradze.
Zezwolono wowczas na pochowki tuz obok murdéw koscielnych, jednakze tylko
od zewngtrznej strony (Ari¢s 1989).

Cmentarze zydowskie natomiast, we wczesnym Sredniowieczu, byly najczes-
ciej tworzone poza miastem. W okresie kiedy chrzescijanstwo docieralo na ziemie
Stowian, na cmentarzach rozpoczeto wznoszenie §wigtyn po to, aby zamaskowac
ich poganski charakter. Na ziemiach polskich pierwotne cmentarze’ zostaty prze-
ksztatcone w chrzescijanskie nekropolie, stopniowo przenoszone do osad, gtow-
nie miejskich (Tanas 2008; Dtugozima 2011).

W 1059 roku odby? si¢ Sobor Rzymski, ktory zezwolit na lokowanie grobow
przy kosciotach. Zadekretowano wydzielanie terenu o szerokosci 60 krokow
(jesli pochowek miat by¢ urzadzany w poblizu $wiatyni) lub 30 krokow w przy-
padku, kiedy miejsce spoczynku zmartego miato by¢ urzadzone wokoét kaplicy.
Synod w Tuluzie w 1093 roku nakazat tworzenie dwoch rodzajow cmentarzysk.
Jedne byly przeznaczone dla duchowienstwa i szlachetnie urodzonych, natomiast
drugie dla pozostatych wiernych. Istotne jest to, ze Sredniowieczne cmentarze
nie byly jedynie miejscem pochowku zmartych, petnity one réwniez role miej-
sca publicznego. Pozareligijne aktywnos$ci na cmentarzach byly krytykowa-
ne przez Kosciodl, co jest widoczne w notacjach Synodow lokalnego kosciota,
np. w Polsce. Akty prawa koscielnego ukazujace si¢ od XIII do XVIII wieku
miaty za zadanie chroni¢ miejsca wiecznego spoczynku przed profanacja. Bisku-
pi za ich sprawa zobowigzywali proboszczow do pielegnowania odpowiedniego

4 Edykt Mediolanski.

S Pomimo tego, ze wyraz ,,cmentarz” w polszczyznie wystepuje juz od poczatkow
chrzedcijanstwa, zostal on zapisany dopiero na poczatku XV wieku jako smentarz,
gdyz kojarzony byl ze smutkiem, smuceniem si¢, smetkiem. W rzeczywisto$ci wyraz
»cmentarz” wywodzi si¢ z tacinskiego stowa coemeterium. W grece mamy natomiast
koimeterion — miejsce grzebania zmartych, miejsce spoczynku.
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porzadku w miejscach spoczynku (Tabela 1). Pokazujg one nie tylko to, jak cmen-
tarz powinien wyglada¢, by sta¢ si¢ miejscem sacrum, ale przede wszystkim, jak
byt wtedy traktowany przez wiernych.

Tabela 1. Zapisy porzadkowe synodéw od XIII do XVIII wieku dotyczace cmentarzy

Rok Synod Ustalenia

Cmentarze ogrodzone, urzadzone i po§wigcone przez biskupow
mayjg prawa imminitatis eccl. (schronienia), stad gwalciciele ich
podlegaja klatwie i jako wykleci oglaszani by¢ powinni

1233 Prowincjonalny
1248

Ogrodzenie cmentarza murem, drewnianym parkanem lub oko-
1512 Gnieznienski pane rowem, sadzenie drzew chronigcych koscidt przed poza-
rami

Obowigzkiem plebandéw utrzymanie porzadku na cmentarzach,

1568 Wioclawski zakaz paszenia bydta i wpuszczania nan trzody

W bramie cmentarza umieszczenie kraty zelaznej lub drewnia-
nej bronigcej wejscia zwierzgtom; tylko patronom przystuguje
groéb murowany w kosciele, inni powinni uzyskac zgode bisku-
pa, sadzenie drzew chronigcych ko$ciot przed pozarami

1583 Cheltminski

Zakaz rozwieszania poscieli, wystawiania i mycia naczyn ku-
chennych, browarnych, przesiewania lub suszenia zboza oraz
innych prac pod utrata rzeczy na cmentarzach wylozonych;

1610 Warminski  kostnice powinny mie¢ geste kraty, aby zwierzeta nie wcho-
dzily, posiada¢ napis, wewnatrz krzyz zawieszony lub namalo-
wany; groby w kosciele powinny by¢ min. 2 tokcie od ottarza
oddalone

Sprzeciw wobec pochdwkow w polu, postulat grzebania zmar-

1636 Zmudzki tych na tonie KoS$ciota

Sprzeciw wobec pochoéwkow w polu, postulat grzebania zmar-

1641 Lucki tych na tonie Kosciota

Odprawianie pogrzebow przed i po zachodzie stonca zabronio-
1641 Wioctawski  ne, zalecenie, aby zmarli nawet najubozsi byli z przyzwoitoscia
chowani przez kaptanow

Obowiazek grzebania biednych zmartych kosztem plebana lub

1641 Przemyski koScielnej skarbony

Nakaz nauczania ludu, aby przechodzac przez cmentarz ,,mod-

1643 Plocki lit si¢ za umartych tam spoczywajacych”

Grob murowany w kosciele przystugiwat patronom (kollato-

1711 Krakowski
rom)

Porzadek i staranie o cato$¢ ogrodzenia nalezy do obowiazkéw

1738 Poznanski
plebana
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Rok Synod Ustalenia

Za pochowanie w polu lub w lesie winny ma zakaz wstepu do

1744 Wilenski . o
kosciota przez trzy miesiace

Kara za odmowienie lub zwtoczenie pogrzebu dla nicoptaco-

1745 Chelmski nych pienicdzy

Natozenie na biskupow obowigzku poswigcenia cmentarza
przy kosciele lub innego miejsca przeznaczonego na grzebanie
zmartych i odlgczenie go od $wieckiego uzytku, zakaz rozwie-
szania sukien $wieckich i bielizny na terenie cmentarza; teren
cmentarza nie powinien stuzy¢ za droge publiczng, nie powi-
nien by¢ wykorzystywany do sprzedazy, targow lub jarmarkow;

1762 Kijowski fundusz na reparacj¢ i ogrodzenie cmentarza dajg parafianie,
oczyszczenie 1 zachowanie porzadku nalezy do obowigzkow
plebana; aby cmentarz mogt korzystaé z prawa azylu musi nan
znajdowac si¢ krzyz wielki oraz naczynie z wodg Swigcona, je-
sli groby w kosciele sa potozone blizej niz 2 tokcie od ottarza to
W ciggu 6 miesiecy usunigte; nakaz chowania zmartych dzieci
w oddzielnym grobie

Zrédto: A. Dhugozima (2011).

Odpowiedzialna za cmentarze byta Ecclesia — $cislej np. probostwo. Co wig-
cej, cmentarze podlegaly prawu patronatu. W miastach ten przywilej miata prze-
waznie rada miejska. Natomiast na wsiach nad nekropoliami czuwata szlachta.
W XIII wieku pojawit si¢ zwyczaj, ktory mowit, ze tylko biskup moze poswigcic
cmentarz.

Poglad mowiacy o tym, ze miejsce chowania zmarlych powinno znajdowac
si¢ poza granicami miasta, w znacznej odlegtosci od $wiatyni, pojawit sie w Od-
rodzeniu. Teren na jakim mieli by¢ grzebani zmarli $cisle okreslato prawo kano-
niczne. Wymogiem byto ogrodzenie i krzyz, ktorych obecno$¢ miata uswigcac
przestrzen i pozwoli¢ na wiaczenie cmentarza do obiektow sacrum. Kolejnym
elementem byt nakaz segregacji pochowkow: groby zmartych dzieci miaty znaj-
dowac si¢ w zupetnie innym miejscu niz dorostych osob swieckich. Wydany przez
Papieza Pawta V w XVII wieku tzw. Rytual Rzymski®, pozwolil na uporzadkowa-
nie przestrzeni sakralnej. Dotyczyt on przede wszystkim sposobu chowania ciata
w grobie. Szczegdtowo mowi o tym akt z 1614 roku, ktorego zapisy wyraznie
wskazuja, ze zwloki powinny by¢ sktadane w takim kierunku, w jakim wierzacy
znajdowali si¢ w kos$ciele, wschodnio-zachodni, z glowa na wschod, zas duchow-
ni z glowa na zachod (Dziobek-Romanski 1998).

¢ Rituale Romanum, ksigga obrzedowa KoSciota katolickiego.
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W XVIII wieku cmentarze staly si¢ przedmiotem zainteresowania wladz Swie-
ckich. W 1763 roku w Paryzu z inicjatywy Zgromadzenia Narodowego odbyta si¢
kontrola cmentarzy i kosciotow pod wzgledem sanitarnym. Przepytano wowczas
komisarzy i rady ko$cielne i ostatecznie 12 marca 1765 roku przyjeto uchwate
0 przeniesieniu cmentarzy poza granice miasta. Decyzja podyktowana byta zlg
oceng warunkoéw sanitarnych miejsc grzebalnych. Francuski parlament wydat
ustalenie, ktore jasno mowito, ze wszystkie miejsca pochowku zmartych i przy-
kos$cielne dziecince znajdujace si¢ w miastach maja zosta¢ zamknigte. Teren po
ich likwidacji przez co najmniej 5 lat nie mogt by¢ uzytkowany. W dokumen-
cie pojawil si¢ rowniez zapis, ktory mowil, ze powierzchnia cmentarzy ma by¢
proporcjonalna do liczby parafian, dla ktorych miejsce to ma by¢ przeznaczone.
Kazdy obszar pochéwku zmartych miat by¢ ogrodzony kamiennym murem o wy-
sokosci 9 stop, centralne miejsce miata zajmowac¢ kaplica, a cmentarze miaty by¢
wyposazone w specjalne zaplecze, m.in.: dom przedpogrzebowy, za§ napisy na
nagrobkach mogty znajdowac si¢ tylko na cmentarnym murze. Cmentarz miat by¢
tylko miejscem pochéwku — brak pomnikéw i zieleni. Wynikato to z przeswiad-
czenia, ze drzewa beda zaburza¢ cyrkulacje powietrza (Aries 1989). Co ciekawe,
regulacje francuskie opublikowano takze w Polsce i innych krajach europejskich,
a nawet w Stanach Zjednoczonych’ (Kolbuszewski 1996).

Wiek XIX okazat si¢ by¢ przelomowy, jesli chodzi o administrowanie cmenta-
rzami. Upowszechnily si¢ wtedy trzy wzorce: zarzadzanie przez wtadze religijne,
zarzadzanie przez panstwo lub miasto oraz zarzad prywatny.

Nadal trwaly takze dyskusje na temat lokalizacji cmentarzy. Za osiggnigcie
uzna¢ mozna On the laying out, planning and managing of cemeteries and on
the improvement of churchyards Johna Claudiusa Loudona z 1843 roku. Dzieto
to, jak si¢ pozniej okazato, miato ogromny wptyw na kompozycje angielskich
cmentarzy, ze wzgledu na szereg wytycznych lokalizacyjnych i projektowych.
Te pierwsze okreslaly, ze teren ma by¢ o ekspozycji poéinocnej, o statusie umozli-
wiajgcym lokalizacje cmentarza na planie prostym lub regularnym, gleba ma by¢
sucha do glebokosci 6,1 lub 9,1 metra, podtoze nie moze by¢ skaliste, a odleglosé¢
od miasta jest uzalezniona od ekspozycji, gleby i zroédet pozyskiwania wody pit-
nej. Wytyczne projektowe okreslaty m.in.: ogrodzenie, ktoérego wysokos¢ i uzyty
material miaty by¢ zalezne od charakteru miejsca, w ktérym cmentarz byt loko-
wany. Do miejsca pochowku miata prowadzi¢ co najmniej jedna glowna brama
i jedna gtowna droga (o szerokosci od 3,7 m do 6,1 m). Plan zaktadat rowniez
alejki, drozki prowadzace do grobow, kaplice, szatg roslinng (Loudon 1843 za:
Dhugozima 2011) — por. Ryc. 1.

" Nowojorska Rada Zdrowia w 1806 roku powotata komisje, ktéra miata czuwac nad
raportem w sprawie zachowania koniecznych $rodkéw dla zapewnienia ochrony zdrowia
mieszkancow, uwzgledniajacym sytuacje w miejscach grzebalnych (Walker 1839 za: Dhu-
gozima 2011).
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Ryec. 1. Rysunki zamieszczone w pracy Loudona: (A) — tradycyjny cmentarz wiejski;
(B) — projekt cmentarza dla wiejskiej parafii wedlug przyjetych kryteriow
Zrédto: J.C. Loudon (1843).
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W tym okresie zaczgly ukazywac sie kolejne $wieckie regulacje dotyczace
lokalizacji 1 organizacji cmentarzy. Wsroéd nich wymieni¢ mozna: amerykanski
Rural Cemetery Act z 1847 roku, kanadyjski The Cemeteries Cause Act, z tego
samego roku, brytyjskie The Burial Acts.

W konsekwencji w Stanach Zjednoczonych rozpoczeta si¢ komercjalizacja
ustug pogrzebowych i cmentarzy — w kazdym hrabstwie przedsigbiorcy mogli
posiada¢ 1 km? ziemi przeznaczonej pod pochdéwki, a cmentarze wyniesiono na
tereny pozamiejskie.

W Kanadzie zobowigzano wtascicieli cmentarzy do opracowania planéw ob-
szardw w takiej skali, aby mozliwe bylo jak najdoktadniejsze przedstawienie pol
grobowych. Wymuszono takze numeracj¢ grobow korespondujacg z ksiggami
zmartych 1 wykazem wtascicieli danych pol grobowych.

W Wielkiej Brytanii w 1857 roku utworzony zostat angielski narodowy system
cmentarzy publicznych. Izby pogrzebowe powotane przez parafie miaty odpowia-
da¢ za tworzenie i urzadzanie cmentarzy, ustala¢ optaty za sprzedaz i utrzymanie
pol grobowych. Kolejny akt, z 1894 roku, odpowiedzialnymi za cmentarze usta-
nowit lokalne wtadze (Dtugozima 2011).

Organizacja cmentarzy pozamiejskich przypominata t¢ z czaséw rzymskich.
Najbardziej okazale pomniki powstawaly w poblizu muréw. Najubozsi byli cho-
wani w centralnych czesciach nekropolii, w zbiorowych mogitach oznaczonych
jedynie krzyzem. Budowano takze kolumbaria, przenoszac wzory grobow z kos-
ciotow.

Istotnym elementem przestrzeni grzebalnych byta i jest zielen. Do dzisiaj
wysokie drzewa sg czytelnym znakiem cmentarzy w krajobrazie polskich wsi.
Drzewa byty zreszta sadzone w takich miejscach juz w kulturach starozytnych.
Ich cykl zyciowy, sezonowe obumieranie i odradzanie si¢, dawato nadzieje. Wer-
tykalizm formy stanowit nawigzanie do wyobrazonej axis mundi. Dzigki tej osi
potaczy¢ sie¢ mogly $wiaty zywych i umartych. Po Chrystusie w procesjach za-
tobnych zaczeto nosi¢ zamiast drzewa krzyz — nowy symbol tacznosci z sacrum
(Kolbuszewski 1996). Jeszcze pdzniej drzewa zaczely wyznaczaé granice, strzec
tajemnicy $wictosci. Gdy cmentarze przeniesione zostaly poza mury kosScielne,
zaczeto je traktowac jako element ozdobny i tlo budujace nastroj do przezyé
duchowych (Sobczak 2003).

Od wieku XVIII funkcjonuja cmentarze wyznaniowe i komunalne (§wieckie).
Jednoczes$nie zmieniaty si¢ poglady na $mierc¢ i zatobe, a co za tym idzie na funk-
cje cmentarzy. Kiedys$ potozone z dala od skupisk ludzkich, wiaczane byty w ob-
reb rozrastajacych si¢ miast. Ludzie coraz czgéciej cheieli odwiedzac groby swo-
ich bliskich. Wraz z rodzacym si¢ nacjonalizmem, nekropolie zaczeglty odgrywaé
wazng rolg narodowotworcza. Szczegolnie istotne byly w tym procesie cmentarze
wojenne. W koncu miejsca wiecznego spoczynku staty si¢ obiektami turystyczny-
mi i waznymi terenami zieleni w miastach (Ryc. 2) — por. S. Tanas (2008).
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Ryec. 2. Zmiany lokalizacji cmentarzy i ich funkcji
Zrodto: oprac. A. Wosiak na podstawie S. Tanas (2008) za: E. Klima (2011).

3. Geneza i lokalizowanie cmentarzy w Polsce

W Polsce pierwsza parafialng nekropoli¢ pozamiejska® zatozyli Ksigza Misjona-
rze z Warszawy w 1781 roku. Drugim warszawskim cmentarzem byly otwarte
w 1791 roku Powazki. Poczatkowo rozwigzanie takie przyjeto zle — do tego cza-
su poza terenami miejskimi grzebano jedynie osoby wykluczone — samobojcow,
skazancow etc. Dziatania te zbiegly si¢ z orgdziem Stanistawa Lubomirskiego
Marszatka Wielkiego Koronnego, ktory w 1770 roku pisat do wladz koscielnych
,»aby ogolnie wszelkie cmentarze od dalszego pogrzebania zmartych wolne zosta-
ly, a natychmiast inne miejsca od miast tutejszych dalsze, na wolnym powietrzu,
ku obrzadkowi temu poboznemu zdatne, na spoczynek zmartych wybrane i wy-
znaczone byty” (Kolbuszewski 1996: 182).

8 Dzisiaj to zbieg ulic: Marszalkowskiej, Nowogrodzkiej, Emilii Plater i Wspo6lne;j.
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Na wszystkich dawnych polskich ziemiach od poczatku lat 90. XVIII wieku
miato miejsce zjawisko delokalizowania cmentarzy — prowadzone przez Komi-
sje Policji Obojga Narodow. Wydano wowczas dokument Uniwersatl do Miast
Wolnych Wzgledem cmentarzy i szlachtuzow, ktdry zakazywal grzebania zmar-
tych w kosciotach oraz nakazywat lokowanie wickszych cmentarzy extra muros.
Skierowany byt on do wszystkich grup wyznaniowych, ktore na jego realizacjg
mialy kilka miesiecy. Jak si¢ pdzniej okazato, czas byt zbyt krotki, w zwigzku
z czym dokument nie byt skuteczny. Koniecznym byto wydanie nowego przepisu.
W 1793 roku pojawit si¢ tekst Urzqdzenie wzgledem ciat zmartych, ktorego auto-
rem byl Kazimierz Nalecz Raczynski Marszatek Nadworny Koronny.

W Galicji pierwsze rozporzadzenia wydane zostaty w 1784 roku. Zgodnie
z nimi groby i cmentarze koscielne, znajdujace si¢ w obrebie osady, miaty zo-
sta¢ zamknigte, a w stosownym oddaleniu miaty powsta¢ nowe nekropolie
(Holly 2007). O odlegtosci cmentarzy od budynkéw mieszkalnych decydowa-
ty wtadze administracyjne na podstawie decyzji rzeczoznawcow. Kolejny doku-
ment nakazywat usunigcie przykoscielnych cmentarzy parafialnych oraz szpitali
z obszaru miejscowosci. Wydano zakaz o grzebaniu zmartych w kosciotach i na
przykoscielnych cmentarzach, ograniczono prawo stawiania nagrobkoéw wydajac
decyzje o ich lokalizacji jedynie przy cmentarnym murze. Okreslone zostaty $ci-
ste zasady, do ktorych stosowano si¢ okreslajac odlegtos¢ miejsca pochowku od
zabudowy jednostki osadniczej:

— oddalenie byto zalezne od powierzchni cmentarza,

— teren miat by¢ lokalizowany na péinoc lub pétnocny wschod, zwlaszcza gdy
byt otwarty na dziatanie wiatréw w kazdym kierunku,

— teren mial by¢ zabezpieczony przed nastgpstwami powodzi, zaglebien wody
deszczowej 1 roztapiajgcego $niegu,

— teren byt mozliwy o rozszerzenie na kolejng parcele,

— uwzgledniony zostat kierunek biegu zrodet.

Warunkiem pozwolenia biskupa na poswigcenie nowego cmentarza byto ogro-
dzenie go murem lub drewnianym plotem z brama wjazdowa oraz ustawienie
wysokiego krzyza (Dziobek-Romanski 1998).

Regulacje obowigzujace w Galicji okreslaty takze wytyczne w sprawie organi-
zacji samej przestrzeni grzebalnej. Poza obligatoryjnymi elementami kompozycji
(krzyzem i ogrodzeniem) na terenie cmentarza miata znajdowac si¢ trupiarnia
stuzaca do czasowego przechowywania zwlok. Powinna by¢ ona wyposazona
w piece, po to, by unikng¢ zamarznigcia pozornie zmartych. Kwestie konstruk-
cyjne obiektow byly Scisle okreslone: drzwi wejsciowe miaty by¢ caty czas za-
mknigte, jednak zamek zrobiony tak, aby mozliwe byto tatwe otworzenie ich od
wewnatrz.

Na terenie zaboru pruskiego w 1773 roku Fryderyk II wydatl decyzje o prze-
niesieniu cmentarzy poza miasta. W 1802 roku Departament Finanséw Prowincji
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Potudniowych Prus wydat zezwolenie na pochowek zakonnikow w grobach
klasztornych, jednoczesnie zakazujac pochowkow osob bez zezwolenia biskupa
diecezjalnego. Do uzytku zostaly dopuszczone jedynie szczelnie zamykane gro-
by, zniesiono zwyczaj chowania zmartych w gotej ziemi. W zaborze rosyjskim,
do ktérego stopniowo byty wlgczane obszary wschodniej Polski, swoiste miejsce
zajmowata Warszawa i jej cmentarze. 1783 roku powstat pierwszy cmentarz poza
murami miasta, ktory obstugiwal mieszkancoéw Warszawy. Byl to wspomniany
wczesniej zatozony przez ksiezy Misjonarzy cmentarz $wigtokrzyski (Dziobek-
-Romanski 1998).

W 1846 roku wszystkie przepisy dotyczace nekropolii i obchodzenia si¢
z ciatami zmartych zostaty zebrane i wydane w postaci ustawy O grzebaniu ciat
zmartych. Ustawa wprowadzita pojecia groboéw ,,stalych” z nagrobkami oraz
»czasowych”. Artykul 126 odnosit si¢ do form nagrobkdw trwatych. Wykorzysty-
wanymi materiatami mogty by¢ kamien i zelazo. Nagrobki z tych tworzyw mogty
by¢ stawiane na grobach trwale zakupionych, na mogitach ziemnych mogly sta¢
nagrobki nietrwate, np. drewniane krzyze. Ksztalt i napisy nie mogly by¢ niemo-
ralne i miaty by¢ pisane w jezyku polskim. Akt stanowit rowniez o elementach
kompozycji. Kazdy cmentarz powinien by¢ otoczony ogrodzeniem murowanym,
kamiennym lub drewnianym o minimalnej wysokosci 7 stép z bramg. Kazdy
nagrobek miat zosta¢ oznaczony numerem. Zaplanowano obsadzenie cmentarzy
drzewami i krzewami z wykluczeniem drzew owocowych. Ustawa byta rewo-
lucyjna, poniewaz jako pierwsza Scisle okreslita kryteria lokalizacji nekropolii
— cmentarz odleglty od miejsc zamieszkatych przynajmniej 800 metrow, poto-
zony w nieco spadzistym miejscu, otwarty od wietrznej strony, na terenach od-
dzielonych od miasta laskiem, pagorkiem lub wodg biezaca (Dziobek-Romanski
1998).

Przepisy prawne w poszczegdlnych zaborach uchylita dopiero Ustawa z dnia
17 marca 1932 roku o chowaniu zmartych i stwierdzeniu przyczyny zgonu. Tg
natomiast zmieniono obowigzujaca do dzisiaj Ustawg z 31 stycznia 1959 roku
o cmentarzach i chowaniu zmartych.

4. Wspolczesne regulacje prawne dotyczace lokalizacji cmentarzy

W Polskim prawodawstwie kwestie pochowku reguluja nastepujace akty prawne:

— Ustawa z dnia 31 stycznia 1959 roku o cmentarzach i chowaniu zmartych®,

— Rozporzgdzenie Ministra Gospodarki Komunalnej z dnia 25 sierpnia 1959 r.
w sprawie okreslenia, jakie tereny pod wzgledem sanitarnym sq odpowiednie
na cmentarze',

°Dz.U., 1959, nr 11, poz. 62 z p6zn. zm.
'Dz.U., 1995, nr 52, poz. 315 z p6zn. zm.
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— Rozporzqdzenie Ministra Infrastruktury z dnia 7 marca 2008 roku w sprawie
wymagan, jakie muszq spetnia¢ cmentarze, groby i inne miejsca pochowku
zwlok i szczqtkow"!,

— Ustawa z dnia 28 marca 1933 roku o grobach i cmentarzach wojennych'?.

Na terenie Rzeczpospolitej Polskiej obowiazuje Ustawa o cmentarzach i cho-
waniu zmartych, niezaleznie czy miejsca pochowku byty utworzone przed jej
wejsciem w zycie czy tez nie. Artykul 3 jasno okresla, ze cmentarze zaktada sie
i rozszerza na terenach wyznaczonych w oparciu o plany zagospodarowania prze-
strzennego, a w przypadku ich braku o wytyczne do takich planow. Cmentarze
komunalne zaktada si¢ na terenie kazdego miasta, gromady i osiedla, w pewnych
przypadkach jeden cmentarz moze by¢ przeznaczony dla dwoch lub wiecej gro-
mad badz osiedli.

W artykule 5. czytamy:

Cmentarze powinny znajdowac si¢ na ogrodzonym terenie, ktory spetnia odpo-

wiednie wymogi sanitarne. Kazdy cmentarz powinien by¢ wyposazony w dom

przedpogrzebowy lub kostnice, ktore petnia funkcje:

— sktadowania cial zmartych do czasu ich pochowania,

— sg miejscem wykonywania ogledzin zwlok do celow lekarskich, sanitarnych

i milicyjnych,

— shuza do innych czynno$ci zwigzanych z grzebaniem zwtok.

Istotne wydaje sie¢ omowienie jednego z wymogow utworzenia cmentarza,
czyli planu miejscowego. Okreslono, ze dla kazdego terenu przeznaczonego pod
miejsce pochowku, winien by¢ sporzadzony plan zagospodarowania terenu za-
twierdzony przez organ panstwowy nadzoru budowlanego. Ten dokument jest
kluczowym przy urzadzaniu i dalej funkcjonowaniu cmentarza. Plan powinien
sktada¢ sie z czgsci opisowej i uwzglednia¢ jego powierzchnie, potozenie i gra-
nice oraz czg$ci graficznej z rysunkiem w takiej skali, aby mozliwe bylo tatwe
odczytanie zapisow. Rysunek powinien by¢ skonstruowany w sposob jasny i czy-
telny z wyraznie zaznaczong granicg obszaru i liniami rozgraniczajacymi tereny
o réznym przeznaczeniu, uzupelniony w legende z elementami oznaczen.

Miejscowy plan zagospodarowania przestrzennego (MPZP) zawiera informa-
cje dotyczace np. wejscia i wjazdu na cmentarz, potozenia kaplicy i domu pogrze-
bowego wraz z ich powierzchnig i strukturg budowlang, wysokosci zabudowy
techniczno-gospodarczej (nie wigkszej niz 1 kondygnacja), wysokosci ogrodze-
nia (minimum 1,5 m). W MPZP ustala si¢ takze drogi dojazdowe, lokalizacje
i powierzchnie parkingdw, zalesienie (jesli istnieje) oraz okresla nachylenie tere-
nu (jesli istnieje).

Teren cmentarny nie moze by¢ ponownie wiaczony do uzytku przed uptywem
40 lat od chwili ostatniego pochéwku. Po uptywie tego czasu przeznaczenie terenu

1'Dz.U., 2008, nr 48, poz. 284.
2Dz.U., nr 39, poz. 311.
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na inne cele jest mozliwe, niedopuszczalne jest jednak uszkodzenie pamigtek
o wartosci historycznej, archeologicznej lub artystycznej. Pamiatki te moga by¢ prze-
niesione na inne, odpowiednie miejsca za zgoda wlasciwego organu administracji.

Ustawa okresla takze postepowanie z indywidualnymi grobami i zasady doty-
czace traktowania os6b zmartych. Mowi, ze grob nie moze by¢ uzyty ponownie
przed uptywem 20 lat. Po takim czasie moze nastapi¢ kolejny pochéwek. Istnieje
mozliwos$¢ pogrzebania jako zwtoki lub poddania kremacji. W przypadku chowa-
nia bez spopielania, zwtoki moga by¢ ztozone w grobie murowanym, ziemnych
katakumbach badz przez zatopienie w morzu. Ciato poddane kremacji moze by¢
dodatkowo przechowywane w kolumbariach.

Utrzymanie cmentarzy nalezy do wojtow, burmistrzow lub prezydentow albo
przedstawicieli zwiazkéw wyznaniowych. Cmentarze projektuje si¢ i utrzymuje
jako tereny o zatozeniu parkowym.

Lokalizacja cmentarzy powinna wyklucza¢ mozliwos¢ ich szkodliwego od-
dzialywania na otoczenie, przede wszystkim pod wzglgdem sanitarnym. Wyspe-
cjalizowane organy (ministrowie) zajmujace si¢ ochrong zdrowia i ochrong $ro-
dowiska powinny ustali¢ szerokos$¢ pasow izolujacych teren cmentarny od innych
terenow, a w szczeg6lnosci terenow mieszkaniowych, odleglos¢ cmentarza od
zrodet ujecia wody oraz wymagania co do poziomu wod gruntowych na terenach
przeznaczonych pod cmentarze. Jezeli to mozliwe, nowe cmentarze powinny by¢
lokowane na obrzezach miast.

Przed ostatnig nowelizacja Ustawy o cmentarzach, minimalng odlegltos¢ od
zabudowan mieszkalnych ustalono na 150 m (50 m, jezeli dziata sie¢ wodocia-
gowa). Odlegtos¢ od uje¢ wody o charakterze zbiornikow stuzacych jako zrodto
zaopatrzenia lokalnych uje¢ za$ na nie mniej niz 500 m. W miar¢ mozliwosci
cmentarze powinny by¢ lokowane na wzniesieniach, poza terenami zalewowymi,
0 poziomie wod gruntowych nie wyzszym niz 2,5 m, tam gdzie wiatry wieja od
zabudowan, nie w przeciwna strone¢ (Sobczak, Gotda-Sobczak 2018).

Cmentarze winny by¢ ogrodzone trwalym parkanem, nie nizszym niz 1,5 m.
Przewiduje si¢ takze wyposazenie tych obiektow w zielen o charakterze izola-
cyjnym i dekoracyjnym, w szczegdlnosci trawniki, zywoploty, krzewy i drzewa,
w drogi i ciagi piesze lub pieszo-jezdne, place i miejsca postojowe, miejsca prze-
znaczone na gromadzenie odpadow, punkty czerpalne wody i ogdélnodostepne
ustepy, dom pogrzebowy lub kostnice, w szczegolnych przypadkach kaplice i za-
plecze administracyjne. Do kazdego cmentarza nalezy zapewni¢ dojscie i dojazd
drogami utwardzonymi.

Minister infrastruktury dopuszcza kilka form grobow — ziemne, murowane,
rodzinne, katakumby (pomieszczenie z niszami w $cianie, przeznaczone do po-
chowku zwlok) i kolumbaria (budowla z niszami przeznaczonymi do sktadania
urn). Zaktada sig, ze przejScia miedzy poszczegélnymi mogitami beda miaty
minimum 0,5 m, a ustawione nagrobki nie be¢da wykraczaty poza obrys grobu.
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Polskie prawodawstwo wyrdznia trzy typy cmentarzy: komunalne, wyznanio-
we oraz wojenne 1 wojskowe. Cmentarze wyznaniowe, jak sama nazwa wskazu-
je, charakteryzuja si¢ tym, ze ich podstawowym przeznaczeniem jest chowanie
zwlok 0so6b zmartych nalezacych do danego wyznania oraz sprawowanie obrzg-
dow religijnych. Zaréwno na terenie cmentarza wyznaniowego, jak i komunal-
nego obowiazuja miejscowe regulaminy. To wiasnie one ustalaja ogélne zasady
funkcjonowania cmentarzy od godzin otwarcia i zamknigcia, przez zakres ushug
cmentarnych, zasady utrzymywania porzadku na cmentarzu, nakazy i zakazy
obowiazujacych zachowan, prace konserwatorow, odbywanie si¢ pogrzebow po
czysto estetyczne — zagospodarowanie i wyglad grobow, ustawienie nagrobkow,
pomnikoéw i nasadzen.

Jesli chodzi o cmentarze wojenne i wojskowe, do grobow zaliczanych do wo-
jennych naleza:

— groby polegtych w walkach o niepodleglosc¢ i zjednoczenie Panstwa Polskiego,

— groby wojskowych, zmartych w wyniku dziatan wojennych, bez wzgledu na
narodowo$¢,

— groby sidstr mitosierdzia i innych o0sob, ktore w trakcie wykonywania swoich
czynnosci polegly w trakcie dziatan wojennych,

— groby o0sob internowanych i jencow,

— groby uchodzcow z 1915 roku,

— groby wojskowych i1 cywilnych, bez wzgledu na narodowos¢, ktore stracity
swoje zycie po 1 wrzesnia 1939 roku,

— groby ofiar niemieckich i sowieckich obozow,

— groby o0sob, ktore stracity zycie na skutek walk w okresie od 1944 do 1956 1.

Cmentarze wojenne sa wilasnoscig Skarbu Panstwa, ktéry nabywa ziemie
w drodze umowy badz na zasadach okreslonych w przepisach o wywlaszczeniu
ziemi na potrzeby urzadzen uzyteczno$ci publiczne;j.

Zgodnie z obowigzujacymi przepisami, nowe cmentarze powinny by¢ loko-
wane poza zabudowaniami, na terenach przeznaczonych pod zielen publiczng
1 zuwzglednieniem dobrego dostepu do sieci komunikacyjnej. Pierwszym etapem
prac nad budowa nowego cmentarza jest zbadanie, na podstawie planu sytuacyj-
nego w skali 1:500, srodowiska przyrodniczego — gruntéw do glebokosci pierw-
szego poziomu wody gruntowej, z okresleniem rodzaju, zawilgotnienia, struktury,
stopnia kwasowos$ci. Na podstawie tych badan tworzy si¢ opis techniczny i ko-
lejno wykonuje si¢ pomiar sptywu wod powierzchniowych, gtebokos¢ wod grun-
towych oraz kierunek ich spadku. Badaniom poddaje si¢ rowniez ro$linnos$¢. Na
plan nalezy nanie$¢ wszystkie zabudowania, studnie i ujgcia wody znajdujace sie
w promieniu 150 m. Przyjmuje si¢, ze teren cmentarza powinien by¢ potozony na
wzniesieniu, po to, aby unikna¢ zalan i podtopien, a najblizsze ujgcie wody pitnej
musi znajdowac¢ si¢ w odlegtosci od granicy minimum 500 m.
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Kwesti¢ zarzadzania cmentarzem jako zabytkiem reguluje w Polsce Ustawa
z dnia 23 lipca 2003 roku o ochronie zabytkow i opiece nad nimi®3. Do grupy naj-
bardziej zakorzenionych w polskiej kulturze i jednocze$nie zabytkowych cmenta-
rzy nalezg cmentarze: Rakowiecki i Podgorski w Krakowie, Stary Cmentarz przy
Ogrodowej w Lodzi, Stary Cmentarz na Powazkach i Grabiszynski we Wrocta-
wiu. Wspomniana wyzej ustawa okresla sposob opieki jakg nalezy sprawowac
nad cmentarzami oraz zasady ich konserwacji. Stanowi ona, ze kazda osoba, kto-
ra wyraza wilasng i nieprzymuszong wole i dziata na rzecz zachowania miejsc
bogatych kulturowo, moze sprawowaé¢ nad nimi opieke, za§ konserwacja moga
zajmowac si¢ jedynie profesjonalisci.

Osobnym zbiorem dokumentéw jest prawo poszczegdlnych wyznan.
W przypadku Kosciota katolickiego, Konkordat pozostawia inicjatywe zaktada-
nia cmentarzy wtadzom kos$cielnym, przy zachowaniu konieczno$ci uzgodnien
szczegdtowych z odpowiednimi wladzami §wieckimi. Nigdzie nie definiuje si¢
pojecia ,,cmentarz”. Prawo okresla jednak konieczno$¢ i zasady ich tworzenia.
Kluczowe jest pobtogostawienie catego terenu, kwater lub pojedynczych groboéw
(Kan. 1240). Tylko ono sprawia, ze migjsce staje si¢ $wicte — wynika to takze
z tresci Kanonu 1205. Dopuszcza si¢ tworzenie cmentarzy parafialnych, zakon-
nych oraz nalezacych do osob prawnych (np. bractw lub stowarzyszen kosciel-
nych) i rodzin. Prawo koscielne kanonizuje takze szczegdtowe przepisy prawa
swieckiego dotyczace pochowkow i1 cmentarzy (Kalinowski 2001). Najwaz-
niejsza w tym zakresie jest Ustawa o cmentarzach i chowaniu zmartych z dnia
31 stycznia 1959 roku'.

5. Cmentarze Lodzi

Lokalizacja, wyglad i rozwdj t6dzkich cmentarzy byt podobny jak cmentarzy
w innych miastach Europy. Najstarszym i przez dtugi czas jedynym cmentarzem
katolickim na terenie miasta byl ten potozony wokot kosciota — Wniebowzigcia
NMP na Gorkach Plebanskich (Muznerowski 1922). Gdy na poczatku XIX wieku
miasto zaczglo sig¢ rozrasta¢, cmentarz 6w stal si¢ zdecydowanie niewystarczajacy.
Zamknieto go ostatecznie w 1819 roku, gdy udato si¢ uruchomi¢ nowsa, podmie;j-
ska, dwuwyznaniowa nekropolie. Powstata ona przy drodze retkinskiej. Dzisiaj
sg to ulice Ogrodowa i Gdanska, w tamtym czasie teren potozony byt ok. 400 m
od granic miasta. Okazalo si¢ jednak, Ze ta lokalizacja nie spetniata oczekiwan.
Brak byto ogrodzenia, migdzy mogitami wypasano krowy, co stato w sprzeczno-
$ci z obowiazujacym juz od Sredniowiecza prawem ko$cielnym (Starczuk 2006).
Mimo to nekropoli¢ szybko powigkszono (1833 r.), tak Ze rozciagata si¢ do obec-
nej ulicy Zachodniej i Legiondw. Problem z budowa parkanu moze wydawac si¢

3 Dz.U., 2002, nr 162, poz. 1568.
4 Dz.U., 1959, nr 11, poz. 62 z p6zn. zm.
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banalny, warto jednak zwroci¢ uwage, ze jest to istotna granica oddzielajaca to, co
swiete od tego, co nieswigte. M. Roézanski (1995) tak opisuje zmagania 16dzkich
wiadz koscielnych o nalezyte traktowanie miejsca pochdwkow:

Po rozszerzeniu cmentarz katolicki byl opasany z frontowej strony drewnianym

ptotem z brama, z pozostatych zas ogrodzony plotem z zerdzi, jako ze parkan ulegt

zniszczeniu. Opornie jednak szto ogrodzenie tego cmentarza. [...] Dozor kosciel-
ny, cheac zabezpieczy¢ teren cmentarza przed profanacja, postanowit go okopaé

1 obsadzi¢ drzewami. Budowniczy obwodu upomniat dozor, ze okopanie cmen-

tarza rowem 1 obsadzenie drzewami, chociaz jest o wiele tansze niz postawienie

parkanu, to jednak z uwagi na to, ze cmentarz znajdowat si¢ na gruncie piaszczy-
stym i na terenie niezabudowanym, to narazony bedzie na wiejace z kazdej strony
wiatry. Nie bedzie on miat zadnej trwatosci i potrzebna bedzie ciggta jego naprawa.

Poza tym cmentarz lezat blisko traktu piotrkowskiego i okopany bedzie stwarzat

nieestetyczny widok. Zalecal wigc, aby jak najszybciej przystapiono do budowy

parkanu wokot cmentarza (Rozanski 1995: 112).

Ptot w koncu udalo si¢ wybudowac, ale cmentarz byt otwarty tylko do 1855 1.
Wtedy wytyczono nowe miejsce grzebania zwlok — Cmentarz Stary przy Ogrodo-
wej, ktory zaczat dziata¢® w 1858 roku. Zajmowat on powierzchnig 4,7 ha i byt
przeznaczony nie tylko dla katolikow, ale takze protestantow i prawoslawnych.
W latach 80. XIX wieku, poza granicami miasta, powstaly rOwniez cmentarze na
Zarzewie i na Chojnach (ul. Rzgowska). W 1896 roku zlokalizowano nekropoli¢ we
wsi Doty. Niecate dwadziescia lat pozniej zdecydowano o budowie cmentarza na
Mani (Przybysz 2007). W ciagu nastgpnych kilkudziesigciu lat, wraz z rozwojem
przestrzennym Lodzi, podmiejskie nekropolie zostaty wlaczone w granice miasta.

Przelom XIX i XX wieku w Lodzi byt takze okresem lokowania cmentarzy
innych wyznan. W 1892 roku powstat cmentarz zydowski (przy dzisiejszej ulicy
Brackiej), w 1907 roku na Ogrodowej wydzielono czg¢$¢ dla baptystow. W tym
czasie zalozono cmentarz dla parafii ewangelicko-reformowanej na Starym Roki-
ciu. W 1945 roku w Lodzi funkcjonowato tacznie 37 nekropolii (Tabela 2).

Po Il wojnie $wiatowej w Lodzi nastgpily zmiany. Czg§¢ cmentarzy ewangeli-
cko-augsburskich miasto zamienito na cmentarze komunalne, tak jak w przypadku
cmentarza na Dotach. Cmentarz przy ul. Rojnej 60 przeksztatcono w skwer, cmen-
tarz przy ul. Wilenskiej 57 w plac zabaw, a cmentarz przy ul. Skrzywanej 28 w park.
Czg$¢ cmentarzy przeszto pod zarzad parafii rzymskokatolickich, nalezaty do nich
cmentarz: ewangelicko-augsburski w Nowosolnej przejety przez parafi¢ rzymsko-
katolicka w Nowosolnej, cmentarz ewangelicko-augsburski w Radogoszczu dota-
czony do cmentarza rzymskokatolickiego na Radogoszczu. Przemiang przeszedt
cmentarz ewangelicko-augsburski w Augustowie, na terenie ktorego zlokalizowano
elektrocieptowni¢ EC4 oraz cmentarz na Dabrowie przeksztatcony w bocznicg ko-
lejowa. Reszta cmentarzy tego wyznania zostala porzucona i zapomniana.

1S Mozna przesung¢ jednak te date na 1854 r., wtedy to bowiem odbyly si¢ tam pierw-
sze pochowki (Dominikowski 2004).
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Tabela 2. L.6dzkie cmentarze w 1945 roku

Organ administrujacy Liczba Powi[e}z]c hnia
Kosciot Ewangelicko- Augsburski 19 39,43
Kosciot rzymskokatolicki 12 88,23
Polski Autokefaliczny Kosciot Prawostawny 2 2,64
Ko$ciot Starokatolicki Mariawitow 1 0,85
Kosciot Ewangelicko-Reformowany 1 0,32
Kosciot Chrzescijan Baptystow 1 1,86
Gmina Wyznaniowa Zydowska 1 40,35
Ogoltem 37 173,68

Zrodto: A. Wiercifiska (2012).

Do miasta dolgczono: Rude Pabianickg wraz z cmentarzem rzymskokatoli-
ckim przy ul. Mierzejowej 1 i ewangelicko-augsburskim przy ul. Sopockiej 18,
Chojny z cmentarzem rzymskokatolickim $w. Wojciecha przy ul. Kurczaki 81/85
i $w. Franciszka przy ul. Rzgowskiej 156/158. Lo6dz zyskata takze wiejskie
cmentarze rzymskokatolickie w Lagiewnikach i na Retkinii oraz 10 ewangeli-
ckich cmentarzy w Augustowie, Olechowie, Janowie, Moskulikach, Grabiencu,
Antoniewie, Dabrowie, Nowym Ztotnie, Karolewie i Gérkach Starych. W tym
samym czasie w granicach miasta znalazt si¢ réwniez cmentarz rzymskokatolicki
$w. Anny na Zarzewie, do ktorego w 1975 roku przytaczono tereny, na ktorych
powstal cmentarz komunalny ,,Zarzew” przy ul. Przybyszewskiego 325. Roz-
rost miasta umozliwit powstanie dwoch nowych cmentarzy. W 1949 roku przy
ul. Szczecinskiej 96/100 utworzono cmentarz rzymskokatolicki Matki Boskiej
Nieustajacej Pomocy, a w 1988 roku cmentarz komunalny ,,Szczecinska” przy
ul. Hodowlanej 28/30.

W 1988 roku, po ostatnich zmianach granic, wiaczone zostaly cmentarze:
rzymskokatolicki w Nowosolnej 1 Mileszkach, ewangelicko-augsburski potozo-
ny w Andrzejowie oraz inne nieczynne cmentarze tego wyznania: w Wigczyniu
Gornym i w Laskowicach. W 1992 roku powstal cmentarz rzymskokatolicki pa-
rafii p.w. Niepokalanego Poczgcia NMP w Andrzejowie, zas w 2000 roku cmen-
tarz rzymskokatolicki Wszystkich Swietych zlokalizowany przy ul. Zakladowe;.
Poza granicami administracyjnymi Lodzi znalazt si¢ rzymskokatolicki cmentarz
$w. Maksymiliana Kolbego w Gadce Starej. (Tabela 3).

Na terenie Lodzi znajduje si¢ 29 ogoélnodostepnych nekropolii o acznej po-
wierzchni 207,45 ha, czyli 0,71% powierzchni miasta. Wszystkie tereny pocmentar-
ne w Lodzi zajmuja 12,9 ha co stanowi 0,04% powierzchni miasta (Tabela 3, Ryc. 3).
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Tabela 3. L.6dzkie cmentarze w 2011 roku pod wzglgdem powierzchni i organu administru-
jacego

Organ administrujacy Liczba Powi[elfz]c hnia
Kosciot rzymskokatolicki 16 119,18
Gmina Wyznaniowa Zydowska 1 39,22
Lodzki Zaktad Ustug Komunalnych 3 29,78
Kosciot Ewangelicko-Augsburski 3 11,13
Polski Autokefaliczny Kosciot Prawostawny 2 2,64
Kosciot Zielonoswiatkowy 1 2,47
Kosciot Chrzescijan Baptystow 1 1,86
Ko$ciodt Starokatolicki Mariawitow 1 0,85
Kosciot Ewangelicko-Reformowany 1 0,32
Ogolem 29 207,45

Zrodlo: A. Wiercinska (2012).
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6. Zakonczenie

Problematyka lokalizacji cmentarzy moze wydawac si¢ marginalna w kontek$cie
gospodarowania przestrzeniag w miastach. Nie powinno tak jednak by¢. Nekropo-
lie stanowity i stanowi¢ bedg integralng czgs$¢ kazdego krajobrazu kulturowego.
Trudno$¢ i skomplikowanie lokalizacji i ich ksztaltu wynika z kilku czynnikéw
— przede wszystkim potaczenia tego, co na wskros$ przyziemne i pragmatyczne
z tym, co wznioste i duchowe. Mamy wigc z jednej strony wymagania sanitar-
ne i strukture demograficzna, a z drugiej strony religijno$¢ i tozsamo$¢ zarowno
miejsca, jak i budowanej wokot niego wspolnoty. Cmentarze uczg historii. Gdy
patrzymy na nagrobek na Starym Cmentarzu w Lodzi, na ktorym nazwisko naj-
pierw pisane jest tak, ze wiadomo, iz zmarly byt niemieckojezyczny, w kolejnym
pokoleniu ,,spolszcza si¢” (np. ,,sch” przechodzi w ,,sz”’) metafora palimpsestu
staje si¢ mniej metaforyczna.

Ewolucja podejscia do form i miejsc grzebania zmartych pokazuje ewolucje
szeroko rozumianej kultury. Wida¢ tu jak $wieckos$¢ przeplata si¢ ze Swigtoscia.
Widac¢ takze postep nauki i wzrost swiadomosci dotyczacej elementarnych zasad
higieny, ale takze spadek lub wzrost znaczenia religii. Warto podkresli¢ réwniez
wielofunkcyjno$¢ cmentarzy. Dzisiaj niektore nekropolie sg atrakcjami turystycz-
nymi (turystyka pamigci, turystyka sentymentalna) i miejscami wypoczynku.
W Lodzi, w latach 2000. wyznaczono tzw. ,,Zielony Krag Tradycji i Kultury”,
w sklad ktorego wchodza Cmentarz Stary i Cmentarz Zydowski. Ma on m.in.
wzbogaci¢ oferte turystyczna miasta. Jest to jednoczes$nie obszar wazny srodowi-
skowo — poprawa jako$ci powietrza, ochrona przed hatasem, zapobieganie miej-
skiej wyspie ciepta.
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A CEMETERY IN THE SPATIAL STRUCTURE OF THE CITIES

Abstract: Dying is not part of the contemporary global pop culture that glorifies youth
and vitality. If one considers the Catholic sacrum-taboo of death additionally, it turns
out that there is no place for cemeteries today. The aim of the article is to show that
cemeteries cannot be denied. They are part of every civilization and are baded in space and
landscape. An important observation is that the meaning and location of the cemeteries
has changed, as has the culture. The example of Lodz was used.

Keywords: cemeteries, location of cemeteries, Lodz, Lodz cemeteries.
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