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Abstract

The goal of this article is a depiction of the process of the molding of the
concept of sustainable development as well as a look at the influence that this
concept has exerted on contemporary international politics, especially taking
into account agreements of worldwide scope. This article is also an effort at
demonstrating that the foundations of the concept of sustainable development
can be traced to certain economic theories. The final section of this article is
devoted to the characteristics of individual conferences initiated by the United
Nations in order to promote enduring and sustainable development on a world
scale. Also presented are the achievements of the individual conferences and
their roles in demarcating universally obligatory principles and standards of
sustainable development.

1. Introduction

The beginning of the 21st century was a period of several changes
throughout the world—already initiated in the 20th century. It is a period of
development and broadly understood transformations in many fields, such as the
economy, industry, agriculture, the labor market, modern technology, and
environmental protection. The process of world globalization has become
exceptionally important. It is leading to the mutual penetration of world norms
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in the functioning of companies, the development of uniform standards, and the
transfer of information in matters of greatest importance. A key position in all
these changes is played by society, which stands to benefit or suffer frustration
as a result of all the economic processes taking place. The role of the natural
environment absolutely must be indicated at this point. As the natural area of
human life it is often utilized in an inappropriate manner, which, as

a consequence, leads to degradation.

All of the above aspects have contributed to the commencement of close
cooperation among countries throughout the world as well as to the concluding
of agreements and the calling of conferences of the highest order. The
development of collaboration on a global level has borne fruit in numerous
agreements that, in their essence, have assumed the implementation of many
goals in matters relating to the economy, society, and the environment. Not all
agreements have ushered in expected effects, but they have started a wave of
development in social awareness in which care for the further development of
mankind without harm to the natural environment is the only proper road that
should be taken. Among dominant trends in matters of the rational use of natural
resources, there is no doubt that a key role is played by the concept of
sustainable development. The article below is an effort at bringing this concept
closer.

2. The Concept of Sustainable Development: Genesis

The functioning of every civilization is, to a great extent, dependent on its
environment and culture. Culture is the determinant of people’s approach to the
natural basis of all aspects of life, including the existence and development of
Man. The conviction during the industrial era was that the economy is an
element that is separate from the environment and that its development has
played a role in pushing nature into the sidelines in the development of the
economic sphere. A watershed in this reasoning did not occur until the looming
of the global environmental crisis. Scientific research has proved that rapid
demographic growth and an unproportionately large increase in economic
growth aimed at the utilization of nature’s resources are serious threats to the
nature—related aspects of life as well as to the future development of civilization.
However, there is still no answer as to whether or not negative aspects shall first
make their appearance in the economic sphere and subsequently in the biological
one, if economic conditions will undergo improper changes throughout the
world as a whole or only in certain geographic areas, and ultimately if the
destruction of natural economic conditions in one region will perhaps play a role
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in improving conditions in other regions. Many pesstically inclined observes
have stressed that the world is inescapably apbimg@ limit threatening the
very existence oHomo sapienss a species beyond which changes will be such
that the human organism will no longer be capabkdapting by way of further
development (Wilson 2003).

Difficulties that make their appearance in anyratieto make a proper
diagnosis primarily stem from the long duration adiffering development
cycles of nature, the economy, and culture. Studiesting to global
environmental threats are usually conducted ovehart period of time as
compared with the cycles of an evolving nature.isltthe limitations on
influencing evolutionary processes in nature thavehmade it necessary to
introduce changes in the economic sphere as wellnathe social one.
References to social culture have also made thgasdénown at this point.
Without changes in the sphere of social cultureetiman be no talk of far—
reaching transformations in the economy or revaduaatin the social sphere that
are, in fact, implicated by economic changes (Raska 2005, pp. 28—29).

Any acceleration in changes taking place in culuseaally occurs under
the influence of various states of crisis. Sigm@ifit changes over recent years in
the awareness of society have been caused by ghoh@lonmental threats.
Cultural information, which has a major impact atial views, now includes
theories and ideas that, as a consequence, hanghbrabout the reshaping of
the attitude of people to the world of nature. Iesdminating such ideas an
important role was played by environmental andaomiganizations as well as
the United Nations.

New theories regarding the biosphere started matkiag appearance at
the turn of the 20th century. This gave rise to pénosophical (M. Bookchin),
economic (K. Buolding), and nature—oriented (EV@lson) ideas. A question
was put as to should what already is be improvedsat perhaps a better
solution to direct societies and economies onto inaeks.

As a result of these considerations, two streamseocdbmmended and
recognized solutions made their appearance—the dir@mm solution and
anthropocentric solution. These streams are als@rgally recognized today.

The biocentric stream, based on a philosophy efeaibracing ecology,
maintains that nature is the cradle and foundatibmll life and the seat of
evolution. This means that there exists a neediborslinate Man’s economic
and extra—economic activities to the potential iw@dy the ecosystem in each
process of nature organization. This stream isnruklie inspiration for the
emergence of new areas of activity—social ecolegplogical philosophy, and
ecological economics. The biocentric stream has al®ated the basis for
studying social and economic development, subjectdnditions of limited
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biosphere resources. However, as of yet, it hasi@atloped recommendations
that can be implemented in practice (Figure No. 1).

Figure 1. The process of shaping the concept of sastable development
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Source: B. Poskrobko, S. KoztowsKustainable development: Selected theoretical probland
implementation in light of European Union documew¥arsaw, 2005, p. 30.

The nineteen—eighties were a time when it becam@uod that without
reforming such areas as the economy, the envirohraad society, it will not
be possible to overcome the worldwide environmegettiais. It was during this
period that the concept of enduring and sustaindelelopment, based on the
assumption that contemporary knowledge makes giplesto consciously shape
all components of the macro—system by Man, espgciabtrict social and
economic pressure on the environment and strendgtieeecosystem, made its
appearance.

One might risk the statement that the concept diieng and sustainable
development is a bridge between the capital-orieatmnomy and the future—
oriented economy, which will commence studies omnemic processes
characteristic of the postindustrial civilization. The future may mean the
replacement of the capital-oriented economy wikmawledge—based economy
(Poskrobko 2005, p. 31) (Figure No. 2).
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Figure 2. The Concept of Sustainable Development as Bridge between the Industrial
and Postindustrial Civilization
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Source: B. Poskrobko, S. Koztowski, Sustainable bgweent: Selected theoretical problems and
implementation in light of European Union documgnfgarsaw, 2005, p. 30.

3. The Concept of Sustainable Development in Lighof Contemporary
Economic Theory

The roots of the concept of sustainable developmeay be found in
classic economics (D. Ricardo, T. Malthus, and.JMH). Its representatives
conducted a discourse on the limits to growth, &vlékamining the falling
output of arable land, taking into account its ifiéyt and the relationship
between arable land resources and population gr@Rethul 2004). In a later
period, representatives of neoclassical economiesnly W. Jevons), Marxism,
institutionalism, and also Keynesian economics &s& up this subject matter.
The main credit should be awarded to representatofethe Roman Club.
Today, sustainable development—one of the mainestdbjof economic and
environmental studies—is primarily undertaken byolegical economics,
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energy analysis, environmental economics, and otleated disciplines
(Jezowski 2005, p. 57).

The definition ofsustainable developmediffers from that ofbalanced
economic growthit was stated for the first time in the BrunddaReport—“Our
Common Future”—in 1987. It is a generalized concapd, in its essence,
means the “... path of human progress which meetadhds and aspirations of
the present generation without compromising thétglif future generations to
meet their own needs” (Estes 1993). The above itlefinclearly indicates that
the economic and civilizational development of giresent generation should
not take place at the cost of exhausting nonrenewabsources and
environmental degradation, but for the good of feityenerations, which
includes the right to further developmetilol 1999).

A more precise definition of sustainable developmen detailed in
Agenda 21, ratified at the Rio de Janeiro sumritodks at the principles of
sustainable development in forty chapters of datailecommendations.
Possibilities for introducing this concept into tieal world were confirmed by
the successive United Nations conference in Jolsiomng in 2002 (Poskrobko,
2005, p. 31).

The definitions for enduring and sustainable dgwelent stress and
identify two qualities of this conceptpermanenceandsustainability.

The basic pillar of exceptionally great importarfoe the category of
sustainable development (enduring development)eisnanence Essentially,
this is a question of decisions relating to thecellpremises of permanence that
entail intra—generational justice and inter—genenat justice, as well as justice
with respect to non—personal entities. An importesle is also served by
assumptions in the area of substitutionability aghservices rendered by nature
capital and forms of social capital as well as fireblem of irreversible
processes (dewski 2005, p. 58).

Sustainability for its part, signifies the need, or even theessity, of
maintaining and creating proper—the most appropfiictm the point of view of
management—effects. According of B. Fiedor, thisds a question of balance
in light of the theory of growth, but a much broadederstanding that may be
called a “qualitative dimension.” Sustainability-smderstood is primarily the
achievement of economic and social objectives whééntaining a high quality

1 www.bsp-pl.org A sustainable development strategy for Poland uph® year 2025:
Guidelines for ministries developing sector stréggMinistry of the Environment, Warsaw,
December 1999.
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of the natural environment and the securing of ssibdity to its resources,
taking into account the dimension of time and sg&tedor et al. 2002).

In connection with systems theory, it may be stdbted sustainability is
primarily a reference to development links in a masystem—i.e. the
environment—economy-society—and inside each andyeeme of those
subsystems (Poskrobko 2007, p. 22).

In ecological economics (a socio—economical digugplconcerned with
environmental protection and sustainable developnieis possible to identify
three assumptions (conditions connected with sumbée development)
presented as a problem of hierarchically coupledattier.

They are:

1. The maintaining of a permanent economic scale mdeof its life—
supporting environmental system,

2. The maintaining of a just distribution of resour@sl opportunities not
only among members of the present generation, lbataanong the present
and future generations and, to a certain extentydsn people and other
species, and

3. The maintaining of the efficient allocation of resces in time (Norton et
al., 1998).

Simplifying, this means an appropriate scale of amractivity, reliable
and just distribution among generation and speeied, the efficient allocation
of natural-market and non—-market resources (Cailatiol Duane1999, pp. 441-
460.). The assumptions of ecological economicaiarealistic, however. This is
because each and every use of nonrenewable resaurdermines the principle
of permanence that, as was mentioned earlier, basic pillar of sustainable
development. It is an obvious fact that Man, indesnomic activity as well as
during consumption, usually reaches for naturag¢tassf key importance. Thus,
restricting the scale of consumption or use muse lasignificant impact on the
functioning of the market and the distribution n€@me within the framework
of the present generation and also between geoesgistewen 1998).

A closer to real life or, more importantly, possilalpproach to the concept
of sustainable development is presented by nedcéhsenvironmental
economics, which concentrates on economic permanand economic growth
(the quest to an optimum prosperity).

Environmental economics, in its turn, defines dnstale development as
subject to conditions of weak permanence assuntiag riature—based capital
and capital as generated by Man may be substittdedeach other. The
permissibility of mutual substitution and suppletieg between these
production factors opens up possibilities for ecomo growth. Only weak
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permanence, where nature—based capital may beceeplay generated capital
makes possible economic growth and sustainabldafewent. This approach is
very far from the view of ecological economics, ehiis illustrated by

a statement made by H. Daly (2002). In his viewgnemic growth does not
solve the problem of poverty, for example, becag®avth in GDP ultimately

causes a more rapid growth in environmental anghlsogsts than growth in the
benefits of production (Daly 2002).

At the present phase of study on enduring and isafti@ development,
this concept may be understood as a way of organieconomic activity, and
using and shaping possibilities offered by the emment, as well as the
organizing of social life so as to guarantee theetigpment of future production
processes, management systems, the permanenceéuddl rpotential, and the
perfecting and, in the more distant future, maitaj of a high standard of
living of society (Poskrobko 2007, p. 22).

Sustainable development is not only environmentaiteation in its
traditional sense. It is primarily “development’lidéted by a framework of
ecological space, where economic, environmentdl sagial processes are taken
into account and mutually penetrate each other-eagwss safely and favorable
influencing the development of Man, the environmamd the economy. Thus,
it is a “stimulator” of progress in its broad senkealso appears as a way of
living and something of a form of ethics allowingr fthe making of choices
from among known forms of consumption and produrctio today’s world.
Sustainable development is also a “fad.” This isaose today's consumer
considers an environmentally—friendly product asnaihing that is safe,
healthy, and even modériMol 1999).

Sustainable development is not some clearly defamebfinal objective—
a limit that society must reach. Rather, it is acess spread out over a long
period of time (years or maybe even centuries)garerations.

Presently, it is possible to find over one hundmefinitions and
interpretations of sustainable development. Thisaisign of a significant
problem in perception, both in reality and in pieet because sustainable
development may be examined in many ways. The gbnise becoming
increasingly popular, comparable with the popuwarif the concepts of
“environment” and “environmentally—friendly” of aedade ago. It is also for
this reason that one often comes up against difftsuin defining if this is an
economic—ecological category or simply a markegimgmick (Jeowski 2005,
p. 58).

2 |bid.



T@encept of Sustainable Development ... 109

4. The Ethical Basis of Sustainable Development

A positive attitude by Man with respect to natured athe natural
environment is provided by the teachings of religiosuch as Taoism,
Buddhism, Hinduism, Jainism, and is also presem@hristianity. St. Francis of
Assisi is a good example. In 1979 he was annoutieeg@atron saint of ecology
by the Roman Catholic Church. There are also taehiags of Pope John Paul
II. Questions tied with care for the natural enmireent found their way into the
Centesimus Annuencyclical of May 1, 1991 in which John Paul wrtEgually
worrying is the ecological question which accompanithe problem of
consumerism and which is closely connected tamitis desire to have and to
enjoy rather than to be and to grow, man consuheesesources of the earth and
his own life in an excessive and disordered wajplgtzego rolnictwo w Polsce
sprzyja ochronie ptakow?” [Why does Polish agrimdtfoster the protection of
birds?], Ogolnopolskie Towarzystwo Ochrony Ptakf®wlish Society for the
Protection of Birds], p. 2.).

Ethical principles that play a part in achievingstsinable development
have been identified by the creatorspafrmaculture Permaculture is a system
of design for sustainable human settlement (gardansis, villages, and even
towns). Two Australians—Bill Mollison and David Hofren—developed this
system in the nineteen—seventies and are respersitits launching. The name
permacultureis derived from two English wordgrermanentand agriculture’,
Permaculture is characterized by the followingazthprinciples:

1. Care of the earth,

2. Care of people,

3. The just distribution of surplus, and
4. Limiting consumption to a minimum.

Care of the earth should be understood as caringlliftiving things, but
also for the inanimate environment. This princiglecompasses plants and
animals as well as the soll, air, and water. Car@éople, for its part, should be
understood as satisfying their needs, includingdfoghelter, education,
motivating work, and interpersonal contacts (Be2806, p. 20).

Bill Mollison also identified the following ethicgbrinciples relating to
natural ecosystems:

1. Absolute protection of natural forests,
2. Intensive renewal of degraded ecosystems,

3 Seeds of Change, http:/iwww.seedsofchange.com/@ésearch_farm.asp, November 13,
2005.
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3. Establishing systems for the needs of Man, evethersmallest used piece
of land, and

4. Founding nature reserves for rare and threatenediesp of plants and
animals.

The idea of permaculture also encompasses a ‘fifie,& in line with
which each and every living being has value in afitself (e.g. a tree has value
in and of itself, even if it does not represent angnomic value).

The ethical principles proposed by the creatorpasfnaculture have the
following application in the design of sustainabtssystems:

» Foreseeing the long—term consequences of actiahglanning to achieve
enduring effects,

 Primarily raising local species of plants and emgdhvasive species,

« Establishing multi-species cultivation,

* Promoting social responsibility and helping pedpeome independent,

* Forestation and soil recultivation,

* Recycling waste,

» Seeking appropriate solutions, not concentratingroblems, and

 Design of small and efficient systems that do remjuire large outlays of
work and energy.

5. Sustainable development as the goal of globalragments

The United Nations Conference on Environment andel@@ment was
held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. It is universallyolvn as the “Earth Summit.”
The ideas and principles of sustainable development discussed and ratified
in their binding form. The most important achievemef this meeting of state
governments was thBeclaration on Environment and Developmémit was
negotiated. It confirms the currentness of the &wtion of the United Nations
Conference on the Human Environment and definestyweeven general
principles of global sustainable developnient

The Rio Declaration and the above principles wepgpkemented by a set
of 2,500 recommendations for states, governmemigrgovernmental and
international organizations, and for society, knaxgnthe Agenda 21 — Action
Plan for Global Sustainable Development for the 21sCentury.” This set,

4 www.poznajemyonz.pl — UN Awareness Action. A lisf principles of sustainable

development as approved in the Declaration on Bnuient and Development at the Earth
Summit in Rio de Janeiro in June of 1992. It is asitde on the Web pages of the United Nations
— http://www.un.org/en/
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better known as simply “Agenda 21,” is a key docotrgromoting the concepts
of sustainable development and environmental priotec It consists of
guidelines for the development of regional, natipremd local sustainable
development strategies.

Agenda 21 is subdivided into four sections. Eacltkewareference to
a separate, albeit mutually integrated, sphereeeéldpment, specifically:

* The Social and Economic Dimensions,

« Conservation and Management of Resources for Denedat (questions
relating to arable land, forests, the rural cowitly and agriculture,
endangered ecosystems, and protection of the oegansland waters),

» Strengthening the Role of Major Groups, who implamesustainable
development (trade unions, nongovernmental orgdoir scientists,
ethnic groups, youth, and women), and

« Means of Implementation of sustainable developmentompassing
financial means, technology transfer, training, alegnechanisms and
instruments, international law, etc. (Ciechanowli®29, p. 36).

Agenda 21 presents basic policy assumptions asasgtirograms aimed
at achieving balance among such elements as cotismmporld population
numbers, and the earth’s capacity for the furthedution of life. Agenda 21
stresses the fact that environmental changes aréhet greatest of extents,
dependent on factors such as consumption, techyokrgd changes in the
demographic structure. Ways of mollifying the impact inefficient models of
consumption in certain parts of the world have hidentified, as have ways of
simultaneously enticing others towards acceleratdajt sustainable
development. Also presented were guidelines regatinfighting environmental
degradation in land, in the air, and in water, #vel preservation of forests and
the diversity of species populating the Earthgenda 21 is something of an
appeal calling for action against all the key peoi of present times as well as
an effort at readying society for future challen@@g/sokinska and Witkowska
2004, pp. 14-15).

The most important problems in the matter of immatation of
principles of enduring and sustainable development:

1. International cooperation aimed at acceleragnduring and sustainable
development as well as the introduction of releviaé¢rnal policies in
developing countries. A key area of work on thet pafr economic
development should be the creation of a nurturiimgate to achieved the
goals specified in Agenda 21 with respect to emritental protection and
development through:

5 Eko—Battyk No. 3/4 (64/65), July/August 1999, pp. 9-10.
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* The promotion of enduring and sustainable developras an effect of the
liberalization of commerce,

* A mutual dependence between commerce and envirdahg@otection,

* Maintenance of an appropriate level of financiaowgces for developing
countries as well as the solving of the problermtd#rnational debt, and

» Support of macro—economic actions for environmemadtection and
development (Wysokeka Z. and Witkowska J. 2004, p. 10).

2. Changes in the model of consumption through:
 Balancing the consumption and production modelg, an

» The undertaking by individual countries of economiticies and strategies
that will play a role in eliminating unsustainalslensumption models.

3. Protection of natural resources that are thes lbasthe social and economic
development of future generatiGns

It is obvious that each level of implementatiorso$tainable development
(global, regional, national, and local) has its o@nommendations adapted to
development problems peculiar to that level andiirety the use of a different
set of instruments as well as serving to involveous actors of the political
scene in Agenda 21

An exceptionally important success of the Rio Comfee was the
establishing of the Commission on Sustainable gpréent (a functional
commission of the ECOSOC), thanks to which the bgreent of a global
action strategy in the area of environmental ptaac especially climate
change, biodiversity, and fighting desertificatiohas gained the proper
momentum.

An unquestionably significant effect of the Confere was also the
signing of the following conventiofis

« Convention on Biodiversity. The objective of thisorvention is the
preservation of the world’s biodiversity and a ausdble exploitation of its
elements, including the just distribution of beteetemming from work on
genetic material. It was on the basis of this Catiea that the Protocol on
Biosafety (international commerce in geneticallydified organisms) was
negotiated.

6 Communication from the Commission to the Council &mel European Parliamenthe
World Summit on Sustainable Development One Year I@plementing Our Commitments
Brussels, December 12, 2003.

” A sustainable development strategy for Polancoupé year 2025: Guidelines for ministries
developing sector strategies, Ministry of the Eonment, Warsaw, December 1999.

8 www.poznajemyonz.pl — UN Awareness Action.
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* United Nations Framework Convention on Climate @garThe essence of
this Convention is the achievement of a level afcamtration of greenhouse
gasses in the atmosphere that will not be a thmedhe world's climate
system. The Convention is an initiative that gaasbieyond the boundaries
of a traditional understanding of the frameworks fenvironmental
agreements. Implementation of its provisions codwsgn to the appearance
of economic repercussions encompassing such sedqrswer engineering,
transportation, agriculture, forestry, and the tirag@ economy. Thus, it is
not only an environmental convention, but also pritg an agreement of
exceptionally great economic importance of sigaificpolitical weight.

The Third Conference of the Parties (COP 3) waartimgd as a result of
the failure to implement all of the provisions amtained in the Framework
Convention. Its outcome was the development ofvalegal instrument. It was
approved under the name of the Kyoto Protocol. Phetocol obligated
industrialized countries to reduce emissions ofidhgic greenhouse gasses by at
least 5.2%. It was assumed that this was to besaetiiover the years 2008-
2012.

The Kyoto Protocol came into force on February 2)5. It was ratified
by 170 countries (excluding the United States anostralia).

Successive international instruments vital for ectbn of the
environment and important to sustainable developmemne drafted in 1994 as
a result of efforts aimed at implementing the deais from Rio de Janeiro:

* United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification

« Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic PollgtéROPs) expressed in
action against the negative impact of POPs on tmdranment. This
Convention was ratified in 2001 and is in forceobay of 2004.

« Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Con$&aotedure for Certain
Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in Internatidreade. The goal of this
Convention is to control and prevent illegal tradehazardous chemical
substances. This Convention came into force onuaep24, 2004.

The updating and vitalizing of global obligatioregarding enduring and
sustainable development as well as the assessintant gears of achievements
in implementing obligations taken up in Rio de Jan@a 1992 took place at the
World Summit on Sustainable Development, which Wwakl on August 26 —
September 4, 2002 in Johannesburg, Republic ofhSafrica. It was at this
summit that possibilities for fighting poverty aselvas hunger, which is
intrinsically tied to it in many countries of theovid, as well as health care and
environmental protection on a global scale weré&ddanto.
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State representatives (almost 200 countries) tbek decision to pass
a global plan for reducing poverty while simultansly respecting principles of
protection of the natural environment. The drivingce for developing this plan
was the millennial development goals passed auttited Nations Millennium
Summit held in New York. It included:

e The decision to increase efforts in the matter @bdting possibilities of
using cheap and renewable sources of energy,

e The agreement on protection of selected regionthefseas and oceans
aimed at the renewal of fish stocks, destroyedhayexcessive fishing of
certain species, by 2015,

« The agreement on the production and use of chero@apounds in ways
that cause the least harm to human life and theamaent, which will be
implemented by the year 2020,

« The agreement on the need to slow the rate ofaidim of rare species of
flora and fauna by the year 2010,

* Affirmation of the principle of the assumed thré&athe environment and the
maintenance of care even when evidence of the egpea of a potential
threat to the ecosystem is not unequivocal, and

* Affirmation of the principle of the joint, but val, responsibility of all
countries, who are obligated to pay the closeshttin to saving the Earth’s
natural environment, where wealthy countries shaosighport this goal
financially to a greater extent than poor ones.

6. Rio +20

The United Nations Rio +20 Conference on Sustagmdbevelopment
(UNCSD) is the most significant event in sustaieablevelopment this year.
Discussion that will be conducted that shall behey around two main matters:

* The effective promotion of sustainable developmand
» Global institutionalization of collaboration in héphere.

The designated date and venue are not random. M201®2 marks ten
years since the first World Summit on Sustainablevdlopment in
Johannesburg. Also worth remembering is that it tmesty years ago in Rio de
Janeiro that the Earth Summit tool place. It enidetthe signing of Agenda 21,
which defines international principles of cooperati for environmental
protection, which was discussed in greater detailhe above section of this
article.
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It is with reference to this event that the upcanaonference has been
called Rio +20. Its main objective is the summimpgad the past twenty years in
terms of implementation of sustainable developrasniell as the identifying of
new priority actions that shall be adequate wigpeet to the world's economic,
environmental, and social challenges. The confereshall be held on June 20—
22,2012 in Rio de Janeiro.

All people and entities taking part in this yeare®nference shall
concentrate on two priorities. The first is an emog based on “green” solutions
that is playing a role in solving social probleraspecially in the context of the
elimination of poverty, in a sustainable way.

The organizers have developed a list of seven fgignt challenges in
this mattet:

e Jobs — The need for creating new jobs and bettekimg conditions,
including especially “green” work places, and sbrialusion.

* Energy — The mandatory guaranteeing of broad adoessodern energy
sources, taking into account renewable ones, a$ amlthe efficient
utilization of existing networks and resources.

« Cities — The growing need to support the sustamdblvelopment of cities,
especially with respect to environmental and sagugistions.

* Food — The need for redefining global policies gidlosophies in the
context of the production, distribution, and congtion of food, especially
in matters relating to hunger and growing popufatiombers.

« Water — The need for change in managing world fueater resources, and
the improvement of access to it as well as itsityual

» Oceans — The need for sustainable management @imearesources and
the protection of the oceans as an element stalgjlicimate and nature
processes.

* Natural disasters — The need for active prevensfferts and global
cooperation in combating their economic, environtakand social effects.

The second conference postulate is the instituiiateon of global
cooperation for sustainable development, whichniended to bring about
greater harmonization and efficiency of actions. ofug the things the
organizers are proposing dte

» Expanding jurisdiction and the financial potentiaf already existing
institutions—i.e. the United Nations Environmentogham (UNEP), the

9 http:/iwww.uncsd2012.org/rio20/7issues.html
10 http:/Aww.uncsd2012.org/rio20/isfd. html
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United Nations Development Program (UNDP), and itheted Nations
Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD),

« Stronger collaboration in world climate change ng@maent, and

* A more active role for international financial istions such as the World
Bank, the Regional Development Bank, and the lafitsnal Monetary
Fund.

The ultimate outcome of this successive Earth Sunsnd be the signing
of a document entitled “The Future We WahtAmong the things it proposes is
the significant expansion of the jurisdiction oétbnited Nations Commission
on Sustainable Development or its changing intolth#éed Nations Council on
Sustainable Development, and the launching of a méative—Sustainable
Energy for All. This document also forwards progesfr creating a list of
Sustainable Development Goals, modeled on the il Development Goals,
which would be defined through relevant indicatr$e achieved by the year
2030.

7. Conclusion

An unequivocal conclusion crops up in summing wdahove discussion.
The Concept of Sustainable Developmernis an idea that has been evolving
over the course of time and is continuously playangart in molding modern
international relations and introducing defined ulagon into the world
economy. This idea gave birth to many economic gsses currently taking
place on European markets and has acted to incoea®ern over the fate of
future generations and their living conditionshdis also played an exceptionally
important role in questions of state and publicolmgment in environmental
protection, in its broad sense. There is no dduddtthe most important outcome
of the implementation of the assumptions of thecdleed concept is the signing
by the member states of the United Nations of agesg¢s and declarations on
implementing the goals and observing the principfesustainable development
that are the outcome of participation in Unitediblag conferences on enduring
and sustainable development. The concept of sast@ndevelopment has
brought about global changes in developing thecjasliof individual countries
through greater involvement in the use of renewablergy sources, restricting
the level of industrial pollution, increasing career the preservation of natural
resources, fighting neediness and poverty, and thramvemployment through

Yhttp:/ivww.uncsd2012.org/rio20/content/document8iB¥e%20Future%20We %20
Want%2012Jan%20clean%20_no%20brackets.pdf



T@encept of Sustainable Development ... 117

the introduction of changes on the labor marketva as equal opportunities
among social classes in finding work.
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Streszczenie

GENEZA KONCEPCJI ZROWNOWA ZONEGO ROZWOJU ORAZ JEJ
WPLYW NA UKSZTALTOWANIE SI E WSPOLCZESNYCH
STOSUNKOW MI EDZYNARODOWYCH POPRZEZ ZAWIERANIE
GLOBALNYCH POROZUMIE N

Celem niniejszego artykutu jest scharakteryzowage@ezy ksztaltowania esi
Koncepcji Zrownowzonego Rozwoju, a taé wskazanie, jaki wptyw miala ona na
uksztattowanie s8i stosunkéw madzynarodowych w zakresie ochromyodowiska
i rozwigzywania problemoéw spotecznych. Przedmiotem anatizytakie teorie
ekonomiczne, ktére staly esifundamentem dla wykrystalizowaniae skoncepcji
zrbwnowaonego rozwoju. Pogszy artykut jest tale proly wykazania, 4 konferencje
organizowane przez ONZ na rzecz trwatego i zrOwBomego rozwoju, staly sisita
napzdowy do rozpowszechnienia tej koncepcji w skaiatowej



